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Pythagoras’s Theorem is used to find the length of the sides of a right-angle triangle.

—

b

The theorem states that for a right-angle triangle with side lengths a, b and c:
a2 + b? = c2
a and b are the two shorter sides, and c is always the longest side, which is the one opposite the
right angle.
This allows us to find one of a, b, or ¢ given two other side lengths.

For example:

4
What is the length of c?

Using Pythagoras’s Theorem:

4% + 32 = ¢2, which give us ¢ = 16 + 9 = 25, therefore c=v25=5
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Support: Study Development offers workshops, short courses, 1 to 1 and small group tutorials.

e Join a tutorial or workshop on the Study Development tutorial and workshop webpage or
search ‘YSJ study development tutorials.’

Access our Study Success resources on the Study Success webpage or search ‘YSJ study

success.’
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