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	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Faculty of Education and Theology

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	University Certificate

	6.
	Interim Awards


	N/A

	7.
	Programme Title(s)
	· Certificate of Professional Practice

· Certificate of Advanced Professional Practice in Learning Support

· Certificate in Educational Practice

	8.
	UCAS Code


	

	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)


	N/A

	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Education

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2004

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	January 2004 / October 2004


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Part-time:

Over 1 year

Distance learning:

Over 1 year




	14.
	Criteria for Admission

For Level 1 courses: employment as Classroom Support Assistant or Teaching Assistant; conventional matriculation or evidence of work undertaken as a Teaching Assistant and a recommendation from Head and/or LEA will be accepted as evidence for entry



	15.
	Introduction and Special Features
The CPP and CAPP courses were written and developed as a response to the growing need for learning support assistants, now generically known as Teaching Assistants (TAs) to acquire knowledge and develop skills which would enable them to be more effective in the classroom in supporting individuals and/or groups with SEN and which would also enable them to refine more generic skills which would help them to develop both personally and professionally.  The second Level course CAPPLS aims to enhance the professional competence of TAs by providing opportunities to draw upon short course provision to plan, negotiate, manage and evaluate significant aspects of their own learning and support work.  If Level 1 is about observing, recording and communicating, then Level 2 is more about planning and negotiating courses of action. 

In recent years, CPP courses and modules have been developed with the LEAs to provide specialist input for specific learning difficulties, e.g. dyspraxia. 

The CEP is a standalone course. It is designed as part of the initiative to raise standards in literacy and numeracy. The aim of the modules is to develop the knowledge and skills of classroom assistants in supporting qualified teachers in delivering literacy and numeracy-based lessons to enable classroom assistants to become specialist teaching assistants.




	16.
	Programme Aims

The modules aim to:

· provide students with a sound knowledge of changes that have taken place in the area and the effect of the changes in practice

· enable students to evaluate and employ a range of approaches and resources to support the learning of pupils with a variety of needs.

· provide opportunities for the students to develop a range of appropriate strategies for observing and recording pupils’ behaviour to assist in the identification and assessment of needs

· develop the students’ ability to set appropriate goals for the pupils

In the case of SEN courses:

· develop an awareness of students’ understanding of the recent changes in attitudes, policy and provision for pupils with SEN. 

· develop a range of strategies for supporting the learning of pupils with SEN including negotiating with a range of professionals

· understand the nature, causes, learning difficulties and approaches related to pupils with a range of specified needs

· develop an awareness of the roles of the support assistant in enabling Faculties to fulfil their Statutory Requirements and responses to the Code of Practice. 

· provide students with opportunities to apply the knowledge and skills to their work with identified pupils with SEN.




	17.
	Programme Outcomes 
The learning outcomes vary in emphasis, but the following could be seen to be the main outcomes, most of which would be required by each module. 

By the end of the course students are expected to be able to:

· have a good knowledge of the changes that have taken place in the area and the effect of the changes on practice.

· support the learning of pupils with a range of needs in specified contexts.

· employ and comment on techniques of systematic observation to assist in the identification and assessment of needs. 

· set appropriate goals for the children linked to their Level of development

· employ and evaluate appropriate teaching targets for individuals in their setting

In the case of SEN courses, in addition to the above:

· implement strategies for meeting the needs of pupils at the Faculty based stages of the Code of Practice.

· demonstrate the ability to assist in the management of the pupils with SEN with whom they work, including their contribution to the development, monitoring and evaluation of action plans and IEPs.

· negotiate effectively with a range of professionals working with pupils with SEN.




	18.
	Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Level 1
The teaching takes place at different times in different places. The most common format is that of twilight courses taking place at Teachers’ Centres or Faculties. The courses are taught by University staff, VLs, LEA staff or staff appointed by the LEA. The most common pattern is a series of lectures and discussion. 

There are a variety of assessment strategies in place. There are typically two assessed pieces of work for each 20-credit module. They take the form of an essay (typically 2,500 – 3,000 words), a case study, individual seminar, a teaching diary or a self-critical statement. Presentations or observation might form part of the assessment depending on the nature of the work and the focus. Flexible means of presenting the findings are offered in some cases. 




	19.
	Programme Structure and Content

Structure

The CPPLS comprises 3x20-credit modules at Level 1: Supporting the Policy and Practice of Special Educational Needs, Supporting Pupils in Literacy and Supporting Pupils with SEN in Mathematics, Science and IT. 

The CAPPLS, is made up of 1x20-credit module and 2x10-credit modules in specialist SEN areas such as dyslexia, dyspraxia and ADHD. These half modules are undertaken as supported self study modules (ILUs). 

The CPP is made up of 2x20-credit modules at Level 1. 

The CEP is made up of 3x20-credit modules at Level 1. 

X300E – Certificate of Professional Practice in Learning Support
1TS110 – Supporting Policy and Practice in Special Educational Needs

1TS120 – Supporting Pupils with SEN in English with Particular Reference to Literacy

1TS130 – Supporting Pupils with SEN in Maths, Science and IT

X300F – Certificate of Advanced Professional Practice in Learning Support
2TS110 – Specialist Professional Support Module 1

2TS120 – Specialist Professional Support Module 2

2TS130 – Supporting Pupils with Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties

                20 credits

X300J – Certificate in Professional Practice: Generic

Comprising two Level 1, 20 credit modules:

1TS230 – Understanding Visual and Multi-sensory Impairment

1TS240 – Supporting Individuals with Visual and Multi-sensory Impairment

or

1TS150 – Autistic Spectrum Disorder (Teaching Assistant)

1TS210 – ILU Child Centred Study

or

1TS220 – Dyspraxia

1TS210 – ILU Child Centred Study

X300K – Certificate in Professional Practice

Comprising two Level 1, 20 credit modules:

1TS160 – Teaching Children Talking

1TS170 – Application and Collaboration – Teaching Children Talking

X300H – Certificate in Professional Practice: Special Educational Needs in the Early Years

Comprising two Level 1, 20 credit modules:

1TS200 – Basic Portage Work

1TS110 – Supporting Policy and Practice in SEN

X300G – Certificate in Educational Practice

Comprising three Level 1, 20 credit modules
1TS140 – Literacy Training

1TS180 – Numeracy Training STA

1TS190 – Induction Portfolio

X300J – Certificate in Professional Practice: Visual and Multi-sensory Impairment

Comprising two Level 1, 20 credit modules:

1TS230 – Understanding Visual and/or Multi-sensory Impairment

1TS240 – Supporting Individuals with Visual and/or Multi-sensory Impairment

Content

The content ranges from very general to very specific depending on the degree of specialism or the age group (see 1TS200 for a course focusing on early years).




	20.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The courses at Level 2 can be accessed by those who have successfully completed Level 1 or a comparable course. 




	21.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· National Qualification Framework




	22.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Registry - Admissions)

· Programme validation document [date] (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty)

· Module handbooks (Faculty)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)




