YORK ST JOHN UNIVERSITY 

PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University 

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Arts

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	BA Honours / BA Ordinary

	6.
	Interim Awards


	Level 1: Certificate of Higher Education

Level 2: Diploma of Higher Education



	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	BA(Hons) American Studies (Joint Honours)

	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	See below

	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)


	Media TP73

English Literature QT37

History VT17

Film Studies TP7H

British Sign Language TQ71
Modern European Languages TR78

Modern International Languages TT79

	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Area Studies

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2009

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	August 2007
Aug 08 – minor change to clarify 3HI996 and 3HI998 are compulsory for award if chosen by JH.

July 2009 (tariff, additional option mod for JH and JH combinations added to)


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

Over 3 years

Part-time:

Over 6 years




	14.
	Introduction and Special Features

Central to American Studies is the concept of inter-disciplinarity: the study of the subject with reference to various cognate disciplines, including history, literature, media, film and cultural studies; and the embrace, in particular, of themes, interconnections and methodologies shared by the same, and which, wedded together constructively, result in a broad-based education that offers distinctive skills, experience and cognitive modes, well suited to students who prefer diversity to the narrower focus of a single-subject degree. As such, American Studies is ideally suited to the concept of joint/combined study, as its inter-disciplinarity enhances, and is enhanced by, the linkage with a second subject, thereby enabling students, effectively, to customise their chosen programme to individual interests; this is further enhanced by its inclusion within the hub of Critical & Cultural Studies, which opens wider opportunities for linkage with cognate subjects within the Faculty of Arts.  

Unlike many American Studies programmes at other universities, which have strong literature foci, there is at YSJ a distinct emphasis upon history-based and film-based modules with inter-disciplinary cultural dimensions, a factor facilitating its engagement with film studies and the interdisciplinary agenda of the hub of Critical & Cultural Studies.  


	15.
	Criteria for Admission
Entrance to the American Studies Subject area does not require specific subject knowledge or additional criteria to the University’s standard entrance requirements.  In line with the University’s standard entrance requirements, American Studies considers a range of qualifications as follows:
Tariff Offer

The standard offer is at present 200 - 220 points on the UCAS tariff including a minimum of two 6-unit awards.  

BTEC
A BTEC National Diploma or Certificate/SCOTVEC with a merit profile (merits in second year units);

Entry as a Returner to Learning
Pass in an approved Access course or via Mature Entry or by means of the Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL);

Scottish Highers
THREE Scottish Higher level passes at grade C (including English Literature) or TWO passes at the Higher level plus the Certificate of Sixth Form Studies plus three passes at Standard level including English Language;

Irish Leaving Certificate
FOUR Irish Higher level passes at grade C including English Language and English Literature;
Overseas Qualifications
An equivalent overseas qualification, for example, the European or International Baccalaureate. 

We would normally require International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) test at Band 6 in all components or other acceptable equivalent 

(EFL) qualifications.
Vocational Qualifications
We will also consider other relevant professional qualifications;

Please note:

· GCSE/GCE O level passes must be at grades A-C.
· All candidates must have a minimum of  grade C in GCSE English Language or a recognised equivalent qualification;
· We welcome A2 level General Studies as a qualification and will accept a grade at General Studies as meeting part of the entrance requirement.   
This information is for guidance and offers may vary slightly depending on particular circumstances including the number of places available and the time the offer is made.




	16.
	Programme Aims

The pairing has the same programme aims as the Joint Honours framework.  In addition the pairing has the following subject specific aims: 

· To promote awareness of the history and culture of the United States of America, and its significance within the global context.

· To promote interdisciplinary study awareness, skills and approaches with regard to the study of the USA. 

· To promote academic skills and transferable skills relevant to career development.
· To provide the opportunity for students to study within the USA.



	17. -1
	YSJU LEVEL 1 / NQF LEVEL 4 / FHEQ LEVEL C
Level 1 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level One/Foundation

(Certificate of HE)

1. A foundation awareness and basic content knowledge of, and fundamental theoretical perspectives concerning, the history and culture of the USA, and its significance within the global context. 

2. A foundation awareness of inter-disciplinarity for an understanding of the USA and the concept of American Studies.  

3. A foundation ability regarding basic academic skills relevant to American Studies, including data collection and analysis, written and oral expression; as well as basic transferable skills.

Level 1 Programme Structure and Content 

1AS111 
America’s Century 
option
1AS120 
American Foundations
compulsory 
1AS130 
Cinema and Society
compulsory 

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.

Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
American Studies modules are adapted to the Supported Open Learning format, providing 24 hours class contact time per 20 credit module, together with appropriate tutorial support; supported open learning strategies range from VLE support to independent group work and presentation.

The pairing has the same learning and teaching strategies as the Joint Honours Framework. In addition the pairing has the following subject teaching, learning and assessment strategies:

The high emphasis within American Studies upon a variety course based strategies rather than the ‘traditional’ exam is ideal for the widest possible participation including under represented groups in Higher Education.  Assessments include: short essays, seminar papers, oral presentation exercises (individual or group), research exercises and projects based on ICT and audiovisual materials.  
STRATEGY

MODULE

Essays + exam

1AS111
Portfolio

1AS120 
Critical film review + group presentation
1AS130




	17. -2
	YSJU LEVEL 2 / NQF LEVEL 5 / FHEQ LEVEL I
Level 2 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level Two/Intermediate

(Diploma of HE)

1. An intermediate awareness and enhanced content knowledge of the history and culture of the USA, including an enhanced understanding of historiographical and theoretical perspectives.

2. An intermediate awareness of, and enhanced capacity to apply, inter-disciplinary skills and approaches to American Studies.

3. An intermediate academic skills development, including awareness of independent research strategies, and enhanced facility for written and oral analysis, argument, and expression; as well as enhanced transferable skills, within a career relevant context.

Level 2 Programme Structure and Content
2AS092 
Contemporary American City 
option 

2HI230 
The Age of Anxiety
option 
2KHI11 
Research, Design & Planning in History & American Studies 
option 
2AS012 
Ireland and America
option 
2AS032 
From Slavery To Freedom
option 

2AS133 
Screening The Modern Immigrant 
option 

2HI250 
History, Community and Culture
option 
2FT080 
Film and the American Imagination
option 

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.
2HI250 History, Community and Culture offers students a work based learning experience.

Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
STRATEGY

MODULE

Essay + film project
2AS092
Assignment + exam
2HI230
Review + research essay
2KHI11
Essay + research project
2AS012
Essay + exam
2AS032
Essay + film project
2AS133
Take home exam + placement report/project
2HI250
Presentation + essay

2FT080





	17. -3
	YSJU LEVEL 3 / NQF LEVEL 6 / FHEQ LEVEL H
Level 3 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level Three/Advanced

(BA Honours)

1. An advanced awareness and knowledge of the history and culture of the United States, within a sophisticated historiographical and theoretical context, and with independent judgement.

2. An advanced awareness of inter-disciplinarity, and capacity to apply inter-disciplinary skills and approaches to American Studies in a sophisticated manner, engaging with historiographical and theoretical perspectives.

3. An advanced academic skills development, including a sophisticated capacity for independent research, analysis and argument, and written and oral expression; as well as sophisticated transferable skills of immediate value for future career trajectory.

Level 3 Programme Structure and Content

3AS020 
Anglo American Relations 
option 

3AS082 
The Nation Divided 
option 

3HI260 
The Great Society 
option  
3HI270 
Conflict on the East Asian Mainland 
option 
3EN092 
Post World War II  American Literature 
option
3HI998 
Special Study 
option (compulsory for award if chosen)
3HI996 
Special Study 
option (compulsory for award if chosen)
All modules are weighted at 20 credits, except 3HI996 Special Study which is weighted at 40 credits over semesters 1 and 2.

Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
STRATEGY

MODULE

Research paper + exam
3AS020
Essay + exam
3AS082, 3HI260, 3HI270
Essays

3EN092

Dissertation
3HI998, 3HI996




	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for undergraduate awards apply to the programme.
In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply in respect of progression and/or graduation:

· In order to be eligible for the award of honours, a student must pass the 20-credit or 40-credit Dissertation/Special Study in whichever subject it is taken.



	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· National Qualification Framework

· Joint Honours Framework

http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/administration/registry/local/ascs/qahandbook/docdirectory.asp



	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Registry - Admissions)

· Programme validation document [2007] (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty of Arts)

· Module handbooks (Faculty of Arts)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)

https://secure.yorksj.ac.uk/sip/Default.asp?Dir=\Registry\Quality%20and%20Academic%20Standards\Programmes\Faculty+of+Arts
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