YORK ST JOHN UNIVERSITY
PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University 

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Faculty of Arts

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	BA (Hons)


	6.
	Interim Awards


	Level 1: Certificate of Higher Education

Level 2: Diploma of Higher Education

Level 3: Ordinary Degree




	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	BA (Hons) Film Studies Joint Honours

	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	See below

	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)


	BA Film Studies and:

English Literature QP3H
History PV31
Contemporary Fine Art Practice / Fine Arts 

(Route A) EP1H (Route B) WP1H
Media P391
American Studies TP7H
Theology PV36
British Sign Language QP13
Modern European Languages PR38

Modern International Languages PT39

	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2009

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	June 2006 / 
Aug 2007

Aug 2008 (mod choice amended – mainly to include new versions, and clarification that 3CP990 is compulsory for award if chosen by JH as option)
July 2009 (various changes and 3CP997 replaces 3FT990)


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

Over 3 years

Part-time:

Over 6 years




	14.
	Introduction and Special Features
The academic study of film has, in recent years, become a popular alternative and/or complement to traditional arts subjects. Film is both a global product and a local experience. It is also part of the increasingly visual culture that is experienced almost everywhere in the world today. As such it is vital that graduates are introduced to the analysis of film as visual text as well as its location in the circuit of culture that extends beyond national borders. A grounding in these issues will prepare students to work in the culture industries but will also provide an ability to understand and analyse the role of the visual in the contemporary world. In this way Film Studies fits with the University’s strategic aim to prepare students for a future professional role in a complex world.

The Faculty of Arts has good links with City Screen and is developing links with Bradford’s Museum of Photography and Film. We are developing opportunities for students in the Yorkshire Film Archive and have begun discussions about how this might work 

The Faculty of Arts currently has a number of staff with research and scholarly interests in the academic study of film (Sunil Manghani, Andy Gordon, Roger Clark, Stuart Page, Dr Rob Edgar-Hunt, John Marland, Alan Clarke, Dr Peter Bell, Dr Ian Horwood, Dr Wayne Johnson). 

The Joint Honours programme provides students with a secure foundation of key transferable skills alongside the subject knowledge which will enable them to seek appropriate employment or pursue further study. A feature of the degree is the provision of a sequence of skills modules which have a strong vocational element and which involve students working on topics related to possible pathways of employment in such areas as the media and cultural industries, teaching or community-based work. Skills modules are directly related to the subject of study and enable students to acquire expertise in academic communication, ICT, and research in preparation for the research project or dissertation at level 3.




	15.
	Criteria for Admission
Students with A levels, Advanced GNVQs, BTEC National Diplomas or other forms of qualification are eligible to apply. The minimum requirement is usually three passes at A level (or equivalent) with three GCSEs at grade C including English Language. Experience can be useful, and A Levels in Media or Film are particularly relevant. The admission team is also interested in prospective students with A levels in other related subjects, such as English Literature, English Language, Sociology, Psychology, etc.  If students have not studied any of these subjects then they are encouraged to contact the University to discuss their individual applications. Under the new tariff system, the programme admission team will be looking for  200 – 220 points.

Students of all ages are welcome to apply and there are flexible entry requirements for non-traditional students and those who are returning to learning. The admissions team looks for evidence of creative potential, passion for the subjects and ability to work in groups and as an individual.  

For the student with no formal qualifications (or returners to learning), matriculation can be achieved through:

Successful completion of the University’s Mature Entry;
Or

Enrolment on one level 1 module from the programme as an associate student.  Upon successful completion of the module the student can enrol for the full programme transferring the 20 credits;

Or
Accredited Access routes.


	16.
	Programme Aims

The Aim of the Joint Honours Framework (JHF) is:

To provide a set of principles for the design and delivery of distinctive, high quality and marketable joint subject combinations which will enable the University to increase and widen participation in its undergraduate provision.

Objectives ensure Joint Awards at YSJ: 

· Can be readily understood by potential applicants.

· Maximise opportunities for various study modes and patterns.

· Do not erect unnecessary barriers to the widest participation.

· Offer opportunities for student choice within, as well as between, subjects.

· Embed the acquisition of key transferable skills.

· Reflect the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.
· Are properly quality assured and managed.

· Are engaged with and responsive to external influences and markets.

· Reflect the University Mission.



	17. -1
	YSJU Level 1 / NQF Level 4 / FHEQ C

Level 1 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 1 (Certificate of Higher Education)

· Demonstrate a broad-based knowledge and understanding of a range of underlying concepts, content, and theoretical perspectives associated with the subject areas studied of Film Studies.

· Appropriately apply perspectives, skills and knowledge gained across the subject areas studied of Film Studies.

· Present, evaluate and interpret different forms of information, evidence, data and performances, appropriate to the study of Film.

· Communicate effectively using a range of basic skills appropriate for the audience and purpose.

· Demonstrate a range of basic key transferable skills (including those for lifelong learning) appropriate for further study and future employment in a range of fields including those associated with Film Studies.

Level 1 Programme Structure and Content and progression/graduation requirements

Semester 1
1FT010 Introduction to Film Studies: Reading the Screen – compulsory for progression for joint honours
1CP021 Students’ Survival Kit – option for joint honours
Semester 2

1FT100 The Culture Industry: Manipulating Realities – option for joint honours
1AS130 Cinema and Society – option for joint honours
All modules are weighted at 20 credits.

Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
STRATEGY

MODULE

Essay + group presentation

1FT010 

Group project + portfolio
1CP021 

Group presentation + essay

1FT100
Critical film reviews + group presentation
1AS130 
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	YSJU Level 2 / NQF Level 5 / FHEQ I

Level 2 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 2 (Diploma of Higher Education)

· Apply theoretical perspectives and concepts to a range of situations and issues relevant to the study of Film including those associated with work-based settings.

· Demonstrate critical awareness of research strategies appropriate to the study of Film.

· Critically analyse data and information relevant to the study of Film.

· Communicate subject-relevant information, ideas and arguments effectively to specialist and non-specialist audiences.

· Demonstrate an ability to apply knowledge and skills effectively in decision-making in the context of growing maturity as an independent learner.

Level 2 Programme Structure and Content and progression/graduation requirements

Semester 1

2EN190 Gothic and Horror: Film, Art and Literature – option for joint honours
2FT011 Cinematic Contexts – option for joint honours
2AS092 The Contemporary American City – option for joint honours
2EN360 Researching Genre Fictions – option for joint honours
Semester 2

2AS133 Screening The Modern Immigrant: Ethnicity and Film In The USA – option for joint honours

2FT080 Film and the American Imagination – option for joint honours

2EN293 Working With Words – option for joint honours

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.

2EN293 Working With Words provides students with a work based learning experience.

Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
STRATEGY

MODULE

Group presentation + essay

2FT080 

Essays

2EN190

Essay + project about film

2AS133, 2AS092

Research proposal + group presentation
2EN360
Targeted CV + portfolio

2EN293
Research proposal + essay

2FT011



	17. -3
	YSJU Level 3 / NQF Level 6 / FHEQ H

Level 3 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 3 (Ordinary Degree)

· Demonstrate an ability to evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches to problem solving associated with Film Studies.

· Proficiently use, and communicate the results of, basic generic and subject/professionally specific approaches to access and evaluate qualitative and / or quantitative data.

· Work autonomously within a structured environment.

· Conform to professional boundaries and norms where appropriate.

Level 3 (Bachelors degree with Honours)

· Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between theoretical and empirical knowledge at the forefront of the study of Film.

· Devise and sustain critical commentary on advanced studies in Film.

· Manage and reflect critically upon own learning.

· Demonstrate an appreciation of the uncertainty and ambiguity of much knowledge in the study of Film.

· Apply skills, concepts, theoretical and empirical knowledge, and methods appropriate to the study of Film to initiate, design, plan and execute research.

· Demonstrate an ability to reach reasoned judgements about arguments and evidence based upon sound critical analysis and an understanding of different value positions.
· Exercise initiative and personal responsibility in a range of decision-making contexts related to the study of Film.
Level 3 Programme Structure and Content and progression/graduation requirements

Semester 1

3FT020 The Collapse Of Order – option for joint honours
Semester 2

3CP997 Dissertation – option for joint honours (compulsory for award if chosen)
3CP030 Adaptations – option for joint honours
3EN210 Gender, Sexualities and Contemporary Popular Culture – option for joint honours
3FT080 Film Studies – option for joint honours
Semesters 1 and 2

3CP990 Dissertation – option for joint honours (compulsory for award if chosen)
All modules are weighted at 20 credits, except 3CP990 Dissertation which is weighted at 40 credits over two semesters.

Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
STRATEGY

MODULE

Essays OR essay + piece of creative writing

3CP030

Research portfolio + essay

3EN210 
Research proposal + essay

3FT020 

Seminar paper + essay

3FT080 

Dissertation

3CP990 and 3CP997 




	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for undergraduate awards apply to the programme. 
In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply in respect of progression and graduation:

· 1FT010 Introduction to Film Studies: Reading the Screen must be passed in order to progress from level 1 to level 2

· 3CP997 must be passed if chosen as an option

· 3CP990 Dissertation (if chosen as an option) must be passed in order to gain the honours award




	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· Faculty and University strategic objectives
http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/administration/registry/local/ascs/qahandbook/docdirectory.asp



	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Registry - Admissions)

· Programme validation document (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty of Arts)

· Module handbooks (Faculty of Arts)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)
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