YORK ST JOHN UNIVERSITY
PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION
	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University


	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Faculty of Arts

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	BA (Hons) Specialist / BA Ordinary
BA (Hons) Joint / BA Ordinary


	6.
	Interim Awards


	Level 1 Certificate of Higher Education
Level 2 Diploma of Higher Education



	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	Specialist and Joint Honours Fine Arts


	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	(Route A) WWC2 (Route B) EWC2

	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)


	BA Joint Hons Product Design
(Route A) W290 (Route B) E290
BA Joint Hons English Literature

(Route A) WQD3 (Route B) EQD3

BA Joint Hons Media

(Route A) WP13 (Route B) EP13

BA Joint Hons Music

(Route A) WW13 (Route B) EW13
BA Joint Hons Theatre

(Route A) WW14) (Route B) EW14

BA Joint Hons Film Studies

(Route A) WP1H (Route B) EP1H



	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Art and Design

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2009 (first entry)

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	Previously Contemporary Fine Art Practice (2005 to 2008 entry)
June 2009 (module amendments to levels 1, 2 and 3 to rationalise assessment strategies and LOs)  Aug 09 (approved combinations, admissions criteria amended)


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

Over 3 years

Part-time:

Over 6 years

Distance learning:
Not yet available



	14.
	Introduction and Special Features
The ethos of fine art studies at York St John attempts to embrace recent developments in fine art, which are influenced by politics, social issues, critical theory and the impact of new media and technologies. Within this contextual framework students execute and discuss their work in a supportive environment.
Fine art practice today reflects the tensions which exist between skills-based traditions and post-modernity.  Such debates are integral to study within the three year Fine Arts undergraduate degree programme. Professional experience is also integral to the study of fine art at York St John. For example, recent exhibitions of fine art at the Japanese Embassy in London and at Hida Takayama Museum of Art in Japan which exhibited the responses of York St John students to Tanka poetry. Critical engagement with practice outside the University is also encouraged, for example, 2005 trip to New York and work with visiting artists and external projects.



	15.
	Criteria for Admission
Under the new tariff system, the programme admission team will be looking for 200-220 points for single and joint honours (mainly from a Foundation Diploma in Art & Design or A2 level or other appropriate qualifications, plus three GCSEs at grade C or above (or equivalent), including English Language).
All students will be invited to attend an interview with accompanying work and portfolio, for an opportunity to discuss their application onto BA Fine Arts.

University Pre Application Support

Open days and visit days are held regularly. They provide the opportunity for potential applicants to learn about University, the programme, see University facilities and meet the Faculty’s staff and students.  A number of University personnel are also available to advise on aspects relating to finance, mature student support, accommodation and disability.

Mature Entry (for returners to learning)
For the over 21 student with no formal qualifications, matriculation can be achieved through:

Successful completion of Mature Entry,

Or

Enrolment on one level 1 module from the programme as an associate student. Upon successful completion of the module the student can enrol for the full programme transferring the 20 credits. 

We aim to provide maximum flexibility for student entry to ensure diversity in the student body and to maximize the opportunities for widening participation and lifelong learning.

Admission Process
The Programme works closely with both the University’s Marketing and Admissions departments.

Programme Pre Application Support 

Potential applicants for Contemporary Fine Art Practice may access programme information from a variety of sources which include: 

· Programme leaflet.

· University prospectus.

· University open days.

· University website.

· Programme exhibitions.

· UCAS website.

· Faculty of Arts stand at UCAS ‘Design your Futures’ exhibition at GMEX Manchester.

· Programme presentations at regional schools and Universities.

Applications

The Programme will accept student applications from both the UCAS A and B routes. 

Offers / Rejections
The Programme will study each application received and will either make a conditional or           un-conditional offer on the basis of the applicant’s projected academic results, personal statement and reference.

Programme Information ‘Meet and Greet’ Visit Day      

All applicants in receipt of an offer to study the Programme are invited to attend a half day programme briefing session. This is designed to provide applicants with more detailed   information, and to inform their acceptance of the offer to study. Applicants with offers who are able to attend the open day will:

· Meet representatives of the programme staff.

· Tour facilities and see resources.

· Attend a presentation on the programme structure.

· See and evaluate student work.

· Have the opportunity to discuss their work / portfolio with programme staff.

Applicants with offers who are unable to attend will be enabled to access key aspects of the above information located on the University / Faculty website. Applicants who would like to receive staff feedback on their work may submit to the Head of Programme for comment, a selection in either an e-based or hard copy photographic format. 

Offer / Conversion - Acceptance

On receipt of an acceptance from the applicant, the University and Programme in due course will provide new students with details relating to programme induction and University enrolment.




	16.
	Programme Aims

Fine Arts
In keeping with the University mission statement the BA (Hons) Fine Arts (Single and Joint Honours) degree will:

· Provide widely accessible opportunities for lifelong learning, underpinned by scholarship and research.
· Extend and deepen the University’s external contribution regionally, nationally and globally.
· Foster a supportive, creative, critical and reflective community, which promotes the personal and professional commitment of both students and staff.
· Provide a learning context that supports the development of students’ personal and professional fine art practice. 
Joint Honours Framework (JHF)

The Aim of the Joint Honours Framework is:

To provide a set of principles for the design and delivery of distinctive, high quality and marketable joint subject combinations which will enable the University to increase and widen participation in its undergraduate provision. To this end we will offer the following pairings:
· Fine Arts and Product Design
· Fine Arts and English Literature 

· Fine Arts and Media 

· Fine Arts and Music

· Fine Arts and Theatre
· Fine Arts and Communication

· Fine Arts and Film Studies




	17. -1
	YSJU LEVEL 1 / NQF LEVEL 4 / FHEQ LEVEL C
Level 1 Programme Outcomes
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes. You will be able to:
Certificate of Higher Education (level 1) 

(Establishing knowledge skills and understanding)

Single Honours
4.1.
Demonstrate an understanding of cultural / artistic communities in the 21st century.

4.2.
Communicate effectively using a range of media.

4.3.
Acquire and organise information from a range of sources.

Joint Honours
· Demonstrate a broad-based knowledge and understanding of a range of underlying concepts, content, and theoretical perspectives associated with the subject areas studied.

· Appropriately apply perspectives, skills and knowledge gained across the subject areas studied.

· Present, evaluate and interpret different forms of information, evidence, data, artefacts, performances, appropriate to the subject areas studied.

· Communicate effectively using a range of basic skills appropriate for the audience and purpose.

· Demonstrate a range of basic key transferable skills (including those for lifelong learning) appropriate for further study and future employment in the subjects studied.

Single and Joint Honours

4.4.
Employ divergent and convergent thinking towards practice. 

4.5.
Use basic IT skills to solve problems. 

4.6.
Develop and apply visual research techniques.
Level 1 Programme Structure and Content
Single Honours
The content of the proposed single honours degree has been planned so that at:

Level One 
Emphasis is on induction to visual research methods and processes, and becoming aware of the critical context of the student’s own practice within historical, contemporary and theoretical paradigms. Practical methodologies include introductions to drawing and methods of developing visual research from field work.  Level one workshops introduce a broad range of materials and processes to support specialist study at level two. The programme prepares students at level one with valuable skills in Research Methodologies, Creative Visual Research and Modes of Communication.

Joint Honours

Level One 
Emphasis is on induction to visual research methods and processes. Practical methodologies include introductions to drawing and methods of developing visual research from field work. Students study at least 40 credits in Fine Arts at level 1 (the joint honours framework allows for the flexibility of a 40:60 split between subjects).  

Level One Modules

Semester 1
1CD012 Visual Research Methodologies – compulsory for specialist and joint honours with Design Practice and Theatre, option for joint honours with English Literature, Media and Music.
1FA012 Drawing on Drawing – compulsory for specialist and joint honours

1CD022 Historical, Theoretical and Cultural Contexts – compulsory for specialist only

Semester 2
1FA022 Creative Digital Applications – compulsory for specialist only

1FA031 Specialist Research and Communication – compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

1FA042 First Studio Practice – compulsory for specialist and joint honours

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.

Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Strategy

Modules

Portfolio and presentation of artwork
1FA012, 1FA042
Portfolio including contextual file and supporting documentation
1FA022
Online reflective/research journal + essay

1FA031

Portfolio 
1CD012
Presentation + essay
1CD022
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	YSJU LEVEL 2 / NQF LEVEL 5 / FHEQ LEVEL I
Level 2 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes. You will be able to:
Diploma of Higher Education (level 2)

(Applying knowledge skills and understanding)

Single Honours
4.7.
Select and apply appropriate methods and materials to solve creative briefs. 

4.8.
Use existing and emerging technologies effectively to support own art practice.

Joint Honours

· Apply theoretical perspectives and concepts to a range of situations and issues relevant to the subject areas studied including those associated with work placements.

· Demonstrate critical awareness of research strategies particular to the subjects studied.

· Critically analyse data and information relevant to study in the subject areas.

· Communicate subject-relevant information, ideas and arguments effectively to specialist and non-specialist audiences.

· Demonstrate an ability to apply knowledge and skills effectively in decision making in the context of growing maturity as an independent learner.

Single and Joint Honours
4.9.
Generate ideas, concepts, proposals, solutions or arguments independently and collaboratively. 

4.10.
Acquire and organise information from a range of sources independently. 

4.11. Employ and evaluate methods of research.
Level 2 Programme Structure and Content
Single Honours
The content of the proposed single honours degree has been planned so that at:

Level Two 
Emphasis is placed on developing specialist skills and academic knowledge of fine art practices. A module of collaborative practice enables students to work in creative teams, broadening insights into alternative practices. Work placement, special study, research skills and preparation for an external commission prepares the undergraduate for level three. Students engage with specialised materials and processes pertinent to their personal study. Workshops involve formal input to relate practical processes with exemplars of current professional fine art practice. In addition demonstrations and experimentation with media equip students for more autonomous individual practice. Narrating identity, gender, sexuality, race and diversity are central to project work at this level. The programme prepares students at level two to develop their making skills in presentation and documentation.
Joint Honours

Level Two
Emphasis is placed on developing specialist skills and academic knowledge of fine art practices. A module of collaborative practice enables students to work in creative teams, broadening insights into alternative practices. Work placement, special study, research skills and preparation for an external commission prepares the undergraduate for level three.
Level Two Modules

Semester 1
2FA011 Inside The White Cube – compulsory for specialist only

2FA021 Word Based Arts – compulsory for specialist and joint honours

2FA031 Intertextuality – compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

Semester 2
2CD011 Collaborative Practice – compulsory for specialist and joint honours

2FA041 Outside The White Cube – compulsory for specialist only

2CD021 Working In The Creative Industries – compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.

2CD021 Working In The Creative Industries provides students with a work based learning experience.

Study Abroad

Opportunities to study abroad are built into the degree programme. Students can apply to study one semester at level two in North America or Europe. The programme team promotes this opportunity because studying abroad can enable students to study fine art in a broader cross cultural context which enhances personal development and employability.
Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Strategy

Modules

Installation + portfolio
2FA011
Portfolio and presentation of artwork
2FA021, 2FA041
Essay + presentation
2FA031
Report + group presentation  
2CD011
Essay + critical report
2CD021
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	YSJU LEVEL 3 / NQF LEVEL 6 / FHEQ LEVEL H
Level 3 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes. You will be able to:
Ordinary Degree (level 3) 

(Fine Arts - analysis and synthesis) 

Single and Joint Honours
4.12.
Critically evaluate own professional practice.

4.13.
Show proficiency in acquiring and organising information which is accessed independently. 

4.14.
Employ a range of materials, media and methods associated with fine arts practice in innovative ways. 

Bachelor Degree with Honours (level 3)

Single Honours
4.15.
Generate professional innovative art works.

4.16.
Synthesise multiple understandings of cultural / artistic communities.

Joint Honours
· Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between theoretical and empirical knowledge at the forefront of the subjects studied.

· Devise and sustain critical commentary on advanced studies in the subjects studied.

· Manage and reflect critically upon own learning.

· Demonstrate an appreciation of the uncertainty and ambiguity of much knowledge in the chosen subject areas.

· Apply skills, concepts, theoretical and empirical knowledge, and methods appropriate to the subjects studied to initiate, design, plan and execute research.

· Demonstrate an ability to reach reasoned judgements about arguments and evidence based upon sound critical analysis and an understanding of different value positions.

· Exercise initiative and personal responsibility in a range of decision making contexts related to their studies.

Single and Joint Honours
4.17.
Project manage own creative output.  

4.18.
Draw on existing and emerging technologies effectively to support own art practice.

4.19.
Exhibit work of a professional standard to others. 

4.20.
Synthesize critical and contextual dimensions of fine arts practice.

Level 3 Programme Structure and Content

Single Honours
The content of the proposed single honours degree has been planned so that at:

Level Three 
Emphasis is placed on preparation for the professional world through preparation of artefacts for exhibition or installation. The construction of a professional portfolio is a visual documentation of individual student practice over the three year programme, which may be used for post graduate applications, employment interviews or to present to galleries. The portfolio documents sustained personal study and focus of each student. Third year professional practice in the public arena; negotiated exhibitions and commissions are the focus for individual student practice. Initiatives with external organisations showcasing fine art work are established and partnerships with external organisations are extended annually. The programme prepares students at level three in professional practices and knowledge of the contextual cultural sector is developed. 

Throughout the programme there is emphasis on the integration of theory and practice. Theoretical study informs individual student practice, which is evident in the assessment strategy, requiring students to embed the production of the artefact within its cultural / contextual context.  

Joint Honours

Level Three 
Emphasis is placed on preparation for the professional world through preparation of artefacts for exhibition or installation, the construction of a professional portfolio as a visual aid to the student’s experience and the production of a sustained study into an area appropriate to the field of interest of the undergraduate. 

Level Three Modules

Semester 1
3FA011 Level 3 Studio Practice – compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

3FA021 Professional Arts Project – compulsory for specialist only
3CD991 Special Study – compulsory for award for specialist, option for joint honours (compulsory for award if chosen)
Semester 2
3CD011 Professional Portfolio – compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

3FA031 Audience and Engagement – compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

3FA041 Professional Exhibition and Presentation – compulsory for specialist only

Semester 1 and 2
3CD992 Special Study – option for joint honours (compulsory for award if chosen)
All modules are weighted at 20 credits, except 3CD992 which is weighted at 40 credits over two semesters.

Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Strategy

Modules

Exhibition proposal + portfolio and presentation of artwork
3FA011
Portfolio and presentation of artwork
3FA021, 3FA031
Presentation of resolved artwork + portfolio
3FA041
Professional portfolio
3CD011
Proposal + dissertation
3CD991, 3CD992



	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for undergraduate awards apply to the programme. 
In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply in respect of progression and graduation:

· The compulsory for award module 3CD991 must be passed in order to be eligible for the award of BA (Hons) Fine Arts - specialist 

· The compulsory for award modules 3CD991 and 3CD992 (if chosen by JH students as an option) must be passed in order to be eligible for the award of BA (Hons) Fine Arts - Joint Honours
 


	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· National Qualification Framework

· Professional and Statutory bodies

http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/administration/registry/local/ascs/qahandbook/docdirectory.asp



	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Registry - Admissions)

· Programme validation document 2005
· Student programme handbook (Faculty of Arts)

· Module handbooks (Faculty of Arts)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)
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