YORK ST JOHN UNIVERSITY
PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University 

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Faculty of Arts

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	BA (Hons)

	6.
	Interim Awards


	Level 1: Certificate of Higher Education

Level 2: Diploma of Higher Education

Level 3: Ordinary Degree



	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	BA (Hons) English Literature

(single and joint honours)

BA (Hons) English Literature with Creative Writing

	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	Q300

	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)

c
	BA English Literature and:

American Studies QT37
Business Management QN32
Contemporary Fine Art Practice / Fine Arts
(Route A) WQD3 (Route B) EQD3 

English Language Q390
History QV31
Media PQH3
Music WQ33
Psychology QC38
Theatre WQ43
Theology and Religious Studies QV36
Film Studies QP3H
Education Studies XQ3H
British Sign Language QQ1H

Modern European Languages QR3V

Modern International Languages QT3X


	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	English

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2009

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	June 2006  
Aug 2007

Aug 2008 (minor changes – new mods added, clarification that 3EN800 and 3EN810 must be passed if chosen in order to gain award)
Sept 2009 – new award stranding for EL with CW and change to approved combinations and tariff for 09/10


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

Over 3 years

Part-time:

Over 6 years




	14.
	Introduction and Special Features
The study of English Literature at York St John University is characterised by the provision of programmes of study that facilitate the rigorous and in-depth study of English and related literatures. The programmes seek to provide students with opportunities to acquire and develop the ability to evaluate critically and to analyse a range of literary and cultural forms (‘texts’) from across a variety of socio-historical and cultural contexts. We seek to ensure that all students graduate with knowledge of key phases of literary history and with an understanding of developments over time in the main genres of poetry, prose fiction and drama. We believe that graduates of English Literature should develop high level communication skills and the programmes will include skills modules to foster the development of strong written and oral communication. In addition, all students will undertake a work-focused module that aims to enhance their employability on graduation.

Many of the modules run by English Literature are enhanced by opportunities to meet writers both on campus and through our Living Writers project which brings the best of contemporary writers to the heart of York. This enables our students to mix with students from other institutions and the many residents of York who have an interest in writing in order to gain special insights into the contexts and processes of contemporary writing. It helps them to see literature as a creative response to lived experience, not just the focus of academic study. The audience often includes writers from our own community. The guest speakers include writers studied on specific modules as well as those working in a similar field to extend the student understanding of the subject area.
The Word is a C4C funded literature publication which provides a public forum for the creative writing produced by alumni, current students and staff.

Literature staff work closely with the Literature Development officer for the City (Read/Write York). We have close links with the Theatre Royal and Friargate Theatre and writers who run York’s Poetry Day.

The programme team will give specific advice and guidance to students in supporting them in making decisions about taking the creative writing pathway.  This pathway will be clearly outlined in the English Literature programme handbook.


	15.
	Criteria for Admission
Students on Access programmes will be considered alongside applicants with the traditional two A-levels. Mature students will be welcomed and may take the Mature Entry route outlined below. The programmes will also welcome and encourage applications from overseas students and seek to extend contacts for exchange study.

Entrance to the English subject area does not require specific subject knowledge or additional criteria to the University’s standard entrance requirements.  In line with the University’s standard entrance requirements, English considers a range of qualifications as follows:
Tariff Offer

The standard offer is at present 200 – 220 points on the UCAS tariff including a minimum of two A2 Levels or a 12-unit AVCE or a combination.  

BTEC

A BTEC National Diploma or Certificate/SCOTVEC with a merit profile (merits in second year units);

Scottish Highers

Three Scottish Higher level passes at grade C (including English Literature) OR two passes at the Higher level plus the Certificate of Sixth Form Studies plus three passes at Standard level including English language;

Irish Leaving Certificate

Four Irish Higher level passes at grade C, including English Language and English Literature;

Mature Entry (for returners to learning)

For the student with no formal qualifications, matriculation can be achieved through:

Successful completion of Mature Entry,

Or

Enrolment on one level 1 module from the programme as an associate student. Upon successful completion of the module the student can enrol for the full programme transferring the 20 credits. 

We aim to provide maximum flexibility for student entry to ensure diversity in the student body and to maximize the opportunities for widening participation and lifelong learning.

Overseas Qualifications

An equivalent overseas qualification, for example, the European or International Baccalaureate. The University would normally require International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) test at Band 6 in all components or other acceptable equivalent (EFL) qualifications.

Please note:

· GCSE/GCE O level passes must be at grades A-C.

· All candidates must have a minimum of grade C in GCSE English Language or a recognised equivalent qualification;

· We welcome A2 level General Studies as a qualification and will accept a grade at General Studies as meeting part of the entrance requirement.

Full and part time study opportunities

As in the current validated English Literature programmes, students will be able to undertake study on a full-time or part-time basis. 

Prospective students without formal qualifications are encouraged to sit a stand-alone module as part of our Links for Learning offer. 

Accessibility of programme to students with disabilities

The English Literature team welcome students with disabilities onto their programmes of study. Disabled students who wish to discuss their learning needs with the team before making an application are welcome to do so and in this instance we would ensure that appropriate liaison between team and student services occurs. 

Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL) 

A student may apply for accreditation of experiential learning, based on the production of a portfolio of evidence. The portfolio presented will adhere to the format required by the module assessment requirements. Work submitted for APEL must be current (normally completed within two years of application date). The Head of Programme will assess its suitability and recommendation of acceptance will be given by the Faculty Quality Enhancement Committee (QEC) and the Principal Lecturer for learning and teaching. Applicants may apply for APEL on any aspect of the programme except for core modules.  

Access straight to level 2 is possible and will be achieved through; completion of 120 credits of a level 1, Certificate in Higher Education programme (with a pass in a minimum of 100 credits), where the nature of the academic experience is deemed by the University to be equivalent to that of the level 1 BA English Literature programme.

Students may be directly admitted to the final year(s) of first degree programmes through for example the University's policies and procedures for credit accumulation and transfer (CATS)/accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL) or permitted to undertake approved study for the intercalated degree of Bachelor. Admission or permission for such study programmes is granted on the basis that the student's prior credit/learning already demonstrates achievement of the learning outcomes that are or would be required in the first two years of the three - or four-year programme leading to the same degree award.




	16.
	Programme Aims

In keeping with the University mission statement the BA (Hons) English Literature (Single Honours) degree will aim:

· To provide opportunities for acquiring knowledge and understanding of a broad range of English Literature, including pre-nineteenth century texts

· To provide opportunities for acquiring knowledge and understanding of other literatures written in English, in particular works from America and Ireland

· To foster a lasting interest and enjoyment in the study of English and related literature

· To enable students to develop a range of generic conceptual skills, including information-gathering, theory and understanding, analysis, application of theory and principle, synthesis and evaluation

· To enable students to develop high-level written and oral communication skills of value in the world of work

· To enable students to acquire and/or develop existing skills of team-work, self-management and organisation and problem-solving in order to enhance opportunities for personal and social fulfilment both within and beyond the University community

· To provide progressive opportunities for students to develop as independent learners

· To encourage students to explore the implications and applications of their academic study in the wider society to which they belong

· To provide students with recognised qualifications to undertake further academic study and to operate effectively in a diverse employment market

· To offer opportunities for a period of study abroad for suitably qualified students

The aim of the Joint Honours Framework is:

To provide a set of principles for the design and delivery of distinctive, high quality and marketable joint subject combinations which will enable the University to increase and widen participation in its undergraduate provision.

Objectives ensure Joint Awards at York St John University: 

· Can be readily understood by potential applicants.

· Maximise opportunities for various study modes and patterns.

· Do not erect unnecessary barriers to the widest participation.

· Offer opportunities for student choice within, as well as between, subjects.

· Embed the acquisition of key transferable skills.

· Reflect the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.
· Are properly quality assured and managed.

· Are engaged with and responsive to external influences and markets.

· Reflect the University Mission.

In addition the following programme-specific aims apply:

· To offer opportunities for acquiring knowledge and understanding of a range of English Literature

· To foster a lasting interest and enjoyment in the study of English Literature

· To enable students to develop a range of generic conceptual skills including information-gathering, understanding, analysis, application of theory and principle, synthesis and evaluation

· To enable students to develop high-level written and oral communication skills of value in the world of work

· To enable students to acquire and/or to develop existing skills of team-work, self-management and organisation, and problem-solving in order to enhance opportunities for personal and social fulfilment both within and beyond the University community

· To encourage students to explore the implications and application of the academic study of English Literature in the wider society to which they belong

· To provide students with recognised qualifications to undertake further academic study and to operate effectively in a diverse employment market

· To offer a period of study abroad for suitably qualified students




	17. -1
	YSJU LEVEL 1 / NQF LEVEL 4 / FHEQ LEVEL C
Level 1 Programme Outcomes (specify subject specific learning outcomes and key skills and where an interim award is attainable)

Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 1 (Certificate of Higher Education)

Single Honours

· Demonstrate a basic awareness of some key moments in the history of literary and related phenomena

· Identify the characteristics of two or more literary genres
· Analyse in detail a short piece of text
· Use basic key concepts in the analysis of texts

· Show some ability to reflect critically on his/her reading

Joint Honours

· Demonstrate a broad-based knowledge and understanding of a range of underlying concepts, content, and theoretical perspectives associated with the subject areas studied.

· Appropriately apply perspectives, skills and knowledge gained across the subject areas studied.

· Present, evaluate and interpret different forms of information, evidence, data, artefacts and performances appropriate to the subject areas studied.

· Communicate effectively using a range of basic skills appropriate for the audience and purpose.

· Demonstrate a range of basic key transferable skills (including those for lifelong learning) appropriate for further study and future employment in the subjects studied.

Single and Joint Honours

· Apply critical approaches to specific texts with tutor guidance
· Explain his/ her response to specific texts
· Synthesise primary and secondary material to construct a basic argument
Level 1 Programme Structure and Content
1EN011 Reading Texts 1  -  compulsory for English Literature, English Literature with Creative Writing and joint honours

1EN410 Narrative Cultures  -  compulsory for English Literature, English Literature with Creative Writing; option for joint honours    

1EN420 Writing For Academic Success  -  compulsory for English Literature, English Literature with Creative Writing and joint honours  

1EN200 Reading Texts  -  compulsory for English Literature, English Literature with Creative Writing and joint honours

1EN430 Writing Now  -  compulsory for English Literature, English Literature with Creative Writing; option for joint honours    

1EN041 Women and Writing  -  compulsory for English Literature, English Literature with Creative Writing; option for joint honours 

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.
Proposed BA English Literature with Creative Writing Structure: Progression
Sem 1

1EN410 Narrative Cultures 

1EN420 Writing for Academic Success 
1EN011 Reading Texts 1

Sem 2

 1EN430 Writing Now

1EN041 Women and Writing

1EN200 Reading Texts 2

Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Level 1 is designed to be foundational, and all of its modules are accordingly intended to bridge the gap between previous levels of study and university-level study. Modules in the first semester at this level also aim to introduce students to the lecture-seminar format which may be unfamiliar, and in the second semester to consolidate students’ experience of this format in preparation for Levels 2 and 3. Hence, in order to maximise student guidance and direction at the start of their university studies, Level 1 modules are designated ‘exceptions to the norm’ in terms of the University’s Learning and Teaching model, such that each module comprises

· 36 hours contact time (1 hour lecture per week, 2 hour seminar per week)

· 30 hours Supported Open Learning 

· 134 hours independent study and assessment

In year 1 some modules will comprise a mixture of formative assessment and summative assessment. This will apply to 1EN011 Reading Texts 1 in the first instance, and may be extended to other modules if this proves to be a successful strategy in terms of supporting and retaining students. Year 1 modules are mainly assessed through writing essays; in order to maximise students’ success in writing essays, the strategy is to give them as much practice as possible.

In addition we have included timed assignments of different kinds, partly in the attempt to eradicate plagiarism, but also to inculcate the discipline of writing to time in a focused manner.

Strategy 

 Modules

Essays or essay + creative project
1EN011
Essays

1EN410, 1EN200
Essays + oral presentation

1EN420 

Portfolios

1EN430 
Learning journal

1EN041 
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	YSJU LEVEL 2 / NQF LEVEL 5 / FHEQ LEVEL C
Level 2 Programme Outcomes (specify subject specific learning outcomes and key skills and where an interim award is attainable)

Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 2 (Diploma of Higher Education)

Single Honours

· Demonstrate that s/he has acquired a broad understanding of literary and related phenomena in two or more historical periods

· Identify and distinguish between a variety of literary genres

· Apply particular critical approaches to selected texts with minimal tutor guidance

Joint Honours

· Apply theoretical perspectives and concepts to a range of situations and issues relevant to the subject areas studied 

· Demonstrate critical awareness of research strategies particular to the subjects studied

· Critically analyse data and information relevant to study in the subject areas

· Communicate subject-relevant information, ideas and arguments effectively to specialist and non-specialist audiences

· Demonstrate an ability to apply knowledge and skills effectively in decision making in the context of growing maturity as an independent learner

Single and Joint Honours

· Combine his/ her own response to a text with appropriate secondary reading to produce a structured argument

· Use a variety of key concepts in the analysis of texts

· Reflect critically on his/ her reading with a minimum of tutor guidance

· Skills necessary for the exercising of personal responsibility
English Literature with Creative Writing 
· examine a range of published and unpublished material from the point of view of writers and readers

· demonstrate an ability to communicate effectively through the overall structure and organisation of written texts

· make confident use of the knowledge they have acquired in the redrafting and revision of their own compositions

Level 2 Programme Structure and Content
2EN360 Researching Genre Fictions  -  compulsory for specialist; option for joint honours   

2EN212 Cultures of Childhood  -  option for specialist and joint honours 

2EN190 Gothic and Horror – Film, Art & Literature  -  option for specialist and joint honours  

2EN370 Literary Theory  -  option for specialist and joint honours 

2EN293 Working With Words  -  compulsory for English Literature, compulsory for award for English Literature with Creative Writing; option for joint honours
2EN380 Nineteenth Century Writing  -  compulsory for specialist, option for joint honours

2EN390 Creative Writing A  -  option for specialist and joint honours, compulsory for award for English Literature with Creative Writing  

2EN400 Literature, Space and Place  -  option for specialist and joint honours

All modules are weighted at 20 credits.

2EN293 Working With Words employs a range of teaching and learning approaches to support the development of students' employability. The module uses workshops and tutorials to support students' personal and development planning (PDP). There is a strong emphasis placed on encouraging students to identify and develop the transferable skills they can offer in a work place context.
 

In relation to assessment the work provider does not summatively assess the students' work but they offer written feedback that evaluates the contribution made by the student.  
Proposed BA English Literature with Creative Writing Structure: Progression

Sem 1

20 credits in English Literature

2EN360 Researching Genre Fictions 

20 credits in English Literature

Sem 2

2EN390 Creative Writing A

2EN293 Working with Words

20 credits in English Literature

The award of English Literature with Creative Writing will be awarded to students who have achieved 100 credits at each level with a further 20 credits at a serious attempt as well as completed and passed the following modules:

2EN390 Creative Writing A

2EN293 Working with Words

Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
At Level 2 in order to develop students’ abilities as independent learners, English Literature modules typically comprise

· 24 hours contact time (either 1 hour lecture per week, 1 hour seminar per week; or 1hour lecture per fortnight, 1½ hour seminar per week)

· 12 hours Supported Open Learning

· 164 hours independent study and assessment

An exception at Level 2 is 2EN390 Creative Writing A in recognition of the fact that increased face-to-face contact with students is necessary to ensure thorough monitoring of, and detailed formative feedback on, drafts and work in progress.

Strategy 

 Modules

Essays

2EN212, 2EN190, 2EN370 
Portfolios

2EN390 
Research proposal + group presentation

2EN360 

Portfolio + targeted CV

2EN293 

Research projects + literature review

2EN400 

Exam/timed assignment + essay

2EN380 
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	YSJU LEVEL 3 / NQF LEVEL 6 /FHEQ LEVEL H
Level 3 Programme Outcomes (specify subject specific learning outcomes and key skills and where an interim award is attainable)

Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 3 (Ordinary and Bachelors degree with Honours)

Single and Joint Honours

· Demonstrate the ability to acquire and make flexible use of the basic concepts, information, practical competencies and techniques which are standard features of the discipline of English Literature

· Proficiently use, and communicate the results of, basic generic and subject-specific approaches to access and evaluate qualitative data

· Demonstrate an ability to evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches to problem solving associated with the discipline

· Work autonomously within a structured environment

· Conform to professional boundaries and norms where appropriate

· Demonstrate the skills necessary for the communication of information

· Demonstrate the skills necessary for the exercising of personal responsibility and decision making

· Use key concepts appropriately in the analysis of texts and/or other related phenomena

· Produce sustained analyses of a range of texts and/or related phenomena

· Reflect critically on his/her reading of a variety of texts

· Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between theoretical and empirical knowledge at the forefront of the subjects studied

· Manage and reflect critically upon own learning

· Demonstrate knowledge of key moments in the history of literary or related phenomena

· Demonstrate an appreciation of the uncertainty and ambiguity of much knowledge in the chosen subject areas

· Demonstrate an ability to reach reasoned judgements about arguments and evidence based upon sound critical analysis and an understanding of different value positions

· Exercise initiative and personal responsibility in a range of decision making contexts related to their studies

Joint Honours students achieving an Ordinary or Honours Degree would be able to demonstrate the following additional Learning Outcome:
· Apply selected critical approaches

Single Honours students who achieve an Ordinary or Honours Degree would be able to demonstrate the following additional Learning Outcomes:

· Identify the differences between a diversity of literary genres and their related cultural formations/contexts 

· Apply and evaluate selected critical approaches

· Combine literary and/or related theories in the analysis and interpretation of complex problems

Bachelor Degree with Honours (Level 3)

Additionally for an Honours Degree only:

All students (Single or Joint Honours) who achieve an Honours Degree will be able to demonstrate the Learning Outcomes for the Ordinary Degree (see above) plus the following Learning Outcomes:

· Devise and sustain critical commentary on advanced studies in the subjects studied

· Demonstrate the ability to undertake appropriate further training of a professional or equivalent nature
Additionally Single Honours students will also have achieved the following Learning Outcomes

· Demonstrate in‑depth knowledge of a specific area of literary studies

· The exercise of initiative and personal responsibility
· The deployment of decision making skills in complex and unpredictable situations
· The communication of information, ideas, problems and solutions in a variety of ways to a variety of audiences
English Literature with Creative Writing students achieving an Ordinary or Honours Degree would be able to demonstrate the following additional Learning Outcomes:

· Produce original compositions of an acceptable standard in two chosen forms

· Make confident use of the knowledge they have acquired in the redrafting and revision of their own compositions.

· Reflect on the process of original composition in each of their chosen forms, and on standards required for performance/publication.

· Demonstrate proficiency and confidence in revision, editing and presentation of an original script.

· Show a developed, practical understanding of structural and stylistic feature

relevant to composition in their chosen forms.

 (Ref. Learning Outcomes are described in terms of the Quality Assurance Agency's "Framework for HE Qualifications in England, Wales & Northern Ireland", Jan 2001).
Level 3 Programme Structure and Content
3EN220 Early Twentieth Century Writing  -  option for specialist and joint honours  

3EN230 The Study of Shakespeare  -  option for specialist and joint honours  
3EN240 The Romantics  -  option for specialist and joint honours 

3EN250 Sex and the City  -  option for specialist and joint honours 

3EN092 Post-War American Literature  -  option for specialist, joint honours and QTS 

3EN260 Creative Writing B  -  option for specialist and joint honours, compulsory for award for English Literature with Creative Writing  

3EN270 Writing the Caribbean  -  option for specialist and joint honours 

3EN210 Gender, Sexualities and Contemporary Culture  -  option for specialist and joint honours  

3EN997 20 credit Dissertation  -  option for joint honours (compulsory for award if chosen)
3EN800 Literature Studies Creative Writing Project (20 credits) – compulsory for award for joint honours if chosen
Semesters 1 and 2

3EN998/9 40 credit Dissertation  -  compulsory for award for specialist; option for joint honours (compulsory for award if chosen)
3EN810 English Literature Creative Writing Project (single honours) – compulsory for award for English Literature (if chosen )and English Literature with Creative Writing
All modules are weighted at 20 credits, except 3EN998/9 and 3EN810 which are both weighted at 40 credits over two semesters.

Proposed BA English Literature with Creative Writing Structure: Progression
Sem 1

20 credits in English Literature

3EN810 Special Study 40 credits in English Literature

20 credits in English Literature

Sem 2

3EN260 Creative Writing B 

20 credits in English Literature

The award of English Literature with Creative Writing will be awarded to students who have achieved 100 credits at each level with a further 20 credits at a serious attempt as well as completed and passed the following modules:

3EN260 Creative Writing B

3EN810 English Literature Creative Writing Project

Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
At Level 3 in order to consolidate students’ abilities as independent learners, English Literature modules typically comprise 

· 24 hours contact time (either 1 hour lecture per week, 1 hour seminar per week; or 1hour lecture per fortnight, 1½ hour seminar per week)

· 8 hours Supported Open Learning

· 168 hours independent study and assessment

An exception at level 3 is 3EN260, Creative Writing B in recognition of the fact that increased face-to-face contact with students is necessary to ensure thorough monitoring of, and detailed formative feedback on, drafts and work in progress.

In accordance with the University’s Learning and Teaching model, students taking the 40-credit Special Study (3EN998/9 or 3EN800) at Level 3 or those Joint Honours students who choose to undertake their Special Study in English Literature and opt to take the 40-credit module will be entitled to 6 hours supervision / advice. Those Joint Honours students who opt to take the 20-credit versions (3EN997 or 3EN810) will be entitled to 4 hours supervision / advice. 
Strategy 

 Modules

Essays

3EN092
Essay + timed assignment presentation

3EN220 

Portfolios

3EN260 
Critical essay + comparative critical essay

3EN270

Dissertation/research project

3EN998/9, 3EN997

Creative writing project/extended piece of writing + critical self-commentary

3EN800, 3EN810

Research proposal + research portfolio

3EN250

Essay + research portfolio

3EN210

Exam/timed assignment + essay

3EN240 

Comparative essay + single text essay

3EN230




	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for undergraduate awards apply to the programme.  
In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply in respect of progression and graduation.

· 2EN293, 2EN390, 3EN260 and 3EN810 are compulsory for award of BA (Hons) English Literature with Creative Writing; 

· if chosen as options, 3EN997, 3EN800 and 3EN998/9 are compulsory for the award of BA (Hons) English Literature - Joint Honours

· 3EN997 is compulsory for the award of BA (Hons) English Literature - Specialist


· if chosen as an option, 3EN810 is compulsory for the award of BA (Hons) English Literature - Specialist



	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· National Qualification Framework

· Professional and Statutory bodies




	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Registry - Admissions)

· Programme validation document 2006 (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty of Arts)

· Module handbooks (Faculty of Arts)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)
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