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PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Education and Theology

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	· Graduate Diploma in Theology & Religious Studies

· Master of Arts in Theology & Religious Studies



	6.
	Interim Awards


	· Graduate Certificate in Theology & Religious Studies

· Postgraduate Certificate in Theology & Religious Studies 

· Postgraduate Diploma in Theology & Religious Studies



	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	Postgraduate Programme in Theology & Religious Studies



	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	V800M 1,2,3

	9.
	Approved Combinations


	N/A

	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Theology & Religious Studies

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	September 2009

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	March 2009


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

1 year

Part-time:

2 - 4 years




	14.
	Introduction and Special Features
This programme was first established in 1993.  It is designed for a wide range of learners, operating in different modes of study at various centres.  It meets the programme requirements of the University subject area and is delivered in partnership with various Church-based organisations:

Hallam Pastoral Centre (Roman Catholic Diocese of Hallam)

Leeds Trinity & All Saints College (A Roman Catholic College of the University of Leeds)

The Urban Theology Unit, Sheffield (An Ecumenical Training Institution)

Wilson Carlile College of Evangelism (Church Army/Anglican)

York Institute for Community Theology (Methodist Training Institution).

The programme is delivered using a wide range of modes to meet local needs, including: twilight sessions, Saturday teaching days, weekends and block weeks.

The programme is fully elective, except for the requirement of a Dissertation module for M.A candidates.  Students may undertake modules from across the full range of the subject area.  This will gain them the main un-bracketed award in ‘Theology & Religious Studies’.  In addition students may elect to undertake some or all of their modules from within a related grouping ‘a strand’.  Where students have completed at least 50% of their module credits and a dissertation where appropriate, within a particular strand, the strand identity may be added in brackets to their final award. The strands are:

Church School Studies

Consultancy & Leadership for Mission & Ministry 

Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry

Religious Education

Researching Rural Ministry

Theology & Ministry

Urban Theology

Religion & Public Life

Students may also include modules from the M.A. in Literature and Spirituality offered by Leeds Trinity and All Saints College, a partner Higher Education Institution.  




	15.
	Criteria for Admission
The Postgraduate programme in Theology & Religious Studies operates a fully open access policy in regards to age, gender, disability and faith orientation.  Students come from diverse educational backgrounds and access the programme through several well established entry routes.  The programme is intended to be postgraduate, i.e. it recruits students who are graduates or who can demonstrate graduate equivalence.  The Graduate Diploma enables other students to achieve graduate status.

Candidates for entry to the programme must normally fulfil one of the following requirements:

For the MA (normally starting at level M)

A first degree, single or joint, at 2.1 honours or above or a Graduate/Postgraduate Diploma, in Theology & Religious Studies or a closely related subject

A Postgraduate Award or first class honours in another Humanities subject

A first degree, and at least the equivalent of a Certificate of Higher Education in Theology & Religious Studies

For the MA via access module route 

A first degree

The completion of a recognised training course leading to a ministerial post or QTS (for the RE/Church Schools Studies strands only).

On Successful completion of the access module MTH790 with a mark of 50%+ participants may then formally enrol on the MA programme.  The requirement to pass the 15 credit access module is in addition to the normal requirement of 180 credits for the award of an M.A. making a total of 195 credits.  The grade of the final award will be calculated on the normal requirement of 180 credits.

For the Graduate Diploma (normally starting at level 3)

Satisfactory completion of appropriate prior learning recognised as the equivalent of 240 credits, including at least 60 credits at H.E. level 2 

A professional qualification or experience considered to be relevant and appropriate for graduate/postgraduate study.

All degrees must be from a recognised British/Irish institution of Higher Education.  Where EU or other degrees are held, the candidate may be asked to demonstrate (i) competence in English at level 6.0 in all skills and (ii) the equivalence of the degree to UK standards.

Candidates may gain entry to the programmes at levels 2, 3 and M as appropriate using the University’s APEL policy.




	16.
	Programme Aims

The programme aims:

1. 
To widen participation in postgraduate study and research in Theology & Religious Studies through the provision of critical and creative learning, teaching and research opportunities in partnership with diverse institutions.

2. 
To stimulate critical intellectual enquiry through open, rational and disciplined study in Theology & Religious Studies drawing upon a range of disciplines, perspectives and resources with methodological awareness.

3. 
To provide opportunities for critical reflection and self-development within the context of Theology & Religious Studies including exploration of potential academic and vocational pathways.




	17- 3
	YSJU LEVEL 3 / NQF LEVEL 6 / FHEQ LEVEL H
Level 3 Programme Outcomes 
Upon successful completion students will be able to:

1. Apply knowledge and understanding of selected areas in Theology & Religious Studies to a range of contemporary issues acknowledging aspects of current debate;

2. Independently gather and organise research data from a range of primary and secondary sources, and communicate concisely in writing using concepts and vocabulary appropriate to Theology & Religious Studies;

3. Relate theory and practice in a critical, reflective and appropriate way, according to professional/vocational context where appropriate;

Graduate Diploma (120 credits including at least 80 at level 3)
Graduate Certificate (60 credits at level 3) [interim award]
Level 3 Programme Structure, Content and Progression/Graduation requirements

For the award of the Graduate Diploma students are required to attempt 120 credits, at least 80 of which must be passed at level 3, the remainder being at least level 2, and must pass 100 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits).  All modules are elective and free-standing.  Should a student elect to study within one of the strands they are required to elect at least 50% of their module credits from within that particular grouping.  Progression to level M normally requires the successful completion of a minimum of 60 credits at level 3.

NOTE:  Not all modules in the following list will be available in each year, but the modules that are available in any given year will be clearly identified for prospective and continuing students. Availability will vary between centres and students will need to contact their relevant centre to find out which modules will be on offer in a given year.

Code

Title

Credits

Centres

Strand

3TH531

Engaging in Theology

20

W

3TH601

Approaching World Religions

20

W

3TH621

Biblical Texts and Contexts

20

W

3TH641

Theology & Praxis

20

U, W

EPM

3TH721

Evangelism and Missiology

20

W

EPM

3TH731

Evangelism in a Multi-Faith Society

20

W

EPM

3TH741

Evangelism and Context

20

W

EPM

3TH810

Introduction to Ecclesiology and Fresh Expressions of Church

20

W

EPM

3TH820

The Roots and Development of Contemporary Evangelism

20

W

EPM

3TH770

God, Film and Society

20

W, U

3TH780

Adult Education for Mission

20

W

EPM

3TH790

Facilitating Theological Reflection

20

W

EPM

3TH983

Negotiated Study

20

H, U

3TH985

Negotiated Study (Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry)

20

W

EPM

WCCE (W)

UTU (U)

Hallam (H)

Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry (EPM)
Students may also include up to a maximum of 40 credits at level 2 drawn from modules offered with the Foundation Degree in Theology & Ministry and the BA (Hons) Theology & Religious Studies.

Modules are normally taught across terms: Autumn, Spring and Summer.  Students normally select modules from those offered by the Centre where the student elects to study.  They may choose to undertake modules at one or more centres.

Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies

This programme is at graduate or postgraduate level where the majority of learning is undertaken independently with an intended progression towards creativity and the development of research skills.

The learning and teaching strategy for the programme centres upon the student experience. Tutors and students are partners in the learning process.  As well as offering subject knowledge, tutors also facilitate the dialogue and debate which is necessary to the teaching/learning experience at this level.

Timetabled Contact

Taught modules normally include 24 hours face-to-face contact with tutors.  This will incorporate a wide range of teaching methods: lectures, seminars, individual/group tutorials, use of audio-visual aids and artefacts, and engagement with faith adherents/visiting speakers.  Some modules focus on independent learning where the student generates the focus of the learning through independent research.  Here tutor contact is limited to 5 hours supervision per module.

Visits

Some modules may include visits e.g. faith-based institutions or places of worship.  These will be organised and accompanied by the Module Director.  

Assessment

The achievement of the required module learning outcomes is assessed through a 5,000 word piece of written work for a 20 credit module.  




	17- M
	YSJU LEVEL M / NQF LEVEL 7 / FHEQ LEVEL M
Level M Programme Outcomes 

Upon successful completion students will be able to:

1.
Apply a systematic knowledge and critical understanding of selected areas in Theology & Religious Studies to some contemporary issues, demonstrating knowledge of current research/debate and methodological awareness;

2.
Independently gather, organise and critique research data from a broad range of primary, secondary and scholarly sources, communicating concisely in writing using sophisticated concepts and vocabulary appropriate to Theology & Religious Studies, proposing new hypotheses where appropriate;

3.
Critically relate research, theory and practice in a creative and reflective way, according to professional/vocational context where appropriate;

4. Critically apply the above to an extended piece of independent research devising valid and reliable methods appropriate to the topic.

Master of Arts (180 credits; for students who need to complete the access module 195 credits are required) 

For the successful completion of learning outcomes 1 to 3 students are awarded the: 

Postgraduate Diploma (120 credits) [interim award]

Postgraduate Certificate (60 credits at level M) [interim award]
Level M Programme Structure and Content and Progression/Graduation requirements

The access module is normally delivered via the attendance of a normal taught module.  Participants then negotiate a 3,000 word assessment.  This assessment uses the knowledge base of the taught module to enables the participant to meet the learning outcomes of the access module.  The assessment is usually submitted and marked prior to the beginning of the following term to enable successful participants to ‘access’ the full programme.  This module may also be delivered in a free standing format where the generic skills are taught in relation to a body of knowledge within Theology & Religious Studies.   

For the award of the Master of Arts students are required to attempt 180 credits.  This represents the completion of four 30 credit modules and a 60 credit dissertation.  They must pass 150 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 30 credits, including the successful completion of a dissertation).  All other modules are elective and free-standing. Should a student elect to study within one of the strands they are required to elect at least 50% of their module credits and a dissertation from within that particular grouping.

NOTE:  Not all modules in the following list will be available in each year, but the modules that are available in any given year will be clearly identified for prospective and continuing students. Availability will vary between centres and students will need to contact their relevant centre to find out which modules will be on offer in a given year.

Code

Title

Credits

Centres

Strand

MTH022

Theologies of Liberation 

30

Y, U

MTH032

Themes in Christian Theology

30

Y, W, U, H

MTH042

Religion and Ethics

30

Y, U

MTH081

Judaism: a Model for Living Theology

30

Y,H

MTH121

Christianity and Culture

30

H, U, Y, W

MTHC90

Religion & Popular Culture

30

Y,U

RPL

MTH163

Theology and Local Communities

30

U

Urban

MTH231

Christian Liturgy

30

Y

MTH291

Evangelism and Inter-Faith Dialogue

30

W

EPM

MTH301

Theology in Practice

30

U, W

MTH360

Christian Perspectives on Ethics

30

Y

MTH370

Themes in Victorian Religion 

30

Y

MTH380

Dialogue in a Multi-Faith context

30

Y, U

MTH390

Interpreting the Gospels

30

Y

MTH411

Alternative Spiritualities and New Age Studies

30

Y

MTHD10

Religion, Peace & Conflict

30

Y

RPL

MTHD20

Public Theology

30

Y

RPL

MTHD30

Religion, Science & the Arts

30

Y

RPL

MTHD40

Negotiated Study (Religion & Public Life)

30

Y

RPL

MTHD50

Dissertation (Religion & Public Life)

60

Y

RPL

MTH560

Developing Teams for Mission

30

W

EPM

MTHA10

Urban Theology and the Bible

30

U

Urban

MTH590

The Urban Context in Contemporary Britain

30

U

Urban

MTHA20

Theological Reflection on Contextual Practice

30

U

Urban

MTH610

Consultancy Praxis for Mission and Ministry

30

YI

CLMM

MTH620

Organisational Studies for Mission and Ministry

30

YI

CLMM

MTH630

Developing and Evaluating Praxis

15

YI

CLMM

MTH640

Mission Theology and Practice

30

YI

CLMM

MTH650

Religion and Identity

30

Y

MTH700

Theology, Gender and Sexuality

30

Y

MTHA30

Philosophical and Theological Approaches to Religious Education

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH710

Reading the Christian Scriptures Today
30

U

MTHA40

Teaching World Religions in Schools

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH720

Theology, Film and Society

30

U, W

MTHA50

Religious Education: Policy, Planning and Practice

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH730

Colonialism Encounters: Religion and Social Change in Asia

30

Y

MTHA60

Spiritual and Moral Development in Schools

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH740

Women and Religion in Asian Traditions

30

Y

MTHA70

Church Schools: History & Philosophy

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH750

Critical Perspectives on the Development of Contemporary Evangelism

30 

W

EPM

MTHA80

Running Church Schools

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH760

Ecclesiology and Fresh Expressions of Church

30

W

EPM

MTHA90

Religious Education and Collective Worship in Church Schools

30

FL

RE

CSS

MTH770

Contextual Theology, Evangelism and Pioneering Ministry

30

W

EPM

MTH780

Virtual Theology (level M)

30

U

Urban

MTH790

Introduction to Research in Theology and Religious Studies

15

Y, U

MTH800

Christian Spirituality for Today

30

Y,H

TM

MTHB10

Contemporary Approaches to Christian Theology

30

TM

MTH810

Contemporary Biblical Studies

30

Y

TM

MTHB20

Advanced Congregational Studies

30

TM

MTH820

Worship Traditional and Contemporary

30

Y

TM

MTHB30

Pastoral Care in Contemporary Cultures

30

Y

TM

MTH830

Ecclesiology and Mission

30

TM

MTHB40

Leadership, Ministry & Vocation

30

TM

MTH840

Managing Change in the Church

30

Y

TM

MTHB50

Using the Bible in Ministry

30

Y

TM

MTH850

Applied Biblical Studies

30

Y

TM

MTHB60

Theology in Ministry

30

Y

TM

MTH860

Theological Investigation

30

Y

TM

MTHB70

Resourcing Christian Spirituality 

30

Y

TM

MTH870

Spirituality in Context

30

Y

TM

MTHB80

Qualitative Research Methodology in the Study of Religion

30

FL

Rural

MTHB90

Quantitative Research Methodology in the Study of Religion

30

FL

Rural

MTHC10

Questionnaires in the Study of Religion

30

FL

Rural

MTHC20

Theological Method in the Study of Religion

30

FL

Rural

MTHC30

Philosophical Analysis in Theology & Religious Studies

30

FL

Rural

MTHC40

Historical Analysis in Theology & Religious Studies

30

FL

Rural

MTHC50

Negotiated Study (Church School Studies)

30

CSS

MTH983

Negotiated Study

30

Y, H, U, T

MTH985

Negotiated Study (Evangelism and Pioneering Ministry)

30

W

EPM

MTH986

Negotiated Study (Urban Theology)

30

U

Urban

MTH987

Negotiated Study CLMM

15

YI

CLMM

MTH988

Negotiated Study(Theology & Ministry

30

Y

TM

MTH989

Negotiated Study (Researching Rural Ministry)

30

FL

Rural

MTHC60

Dissertation (Church Schools Studies)

30

FL

CSS

MTH993

Dissertation

60

Y, H, U, T

MTH984

Negotiated Study

30

RE

MTH994

Dissertation (RE)

60

RE

MTH995

Dissertation (Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry)

60

W

EPM

MTH996

Dissertation (Urban Theology)

60

U

Urban

MTH997

Dissertation CLMM

60

YI

CLMM

MTH998

Dissertation (Theology & Ministry)

60

Y

TM

MTH999

Dissertation (Researching Rural Ministry)

60

FL

Rural

Modules validated by Leeds Trinity and All Saints  

MTH311

Laboratories of the Spirit

30

T

MTH430

Appropriating the Bible: Ways, Truths and Literary Lives

30

T

MTH440

A Peculiar Honesty: The Poet and the Spiritual Tradition (1)

15

T

MTH450

Victorian Ethics (1)

15

T

MTH460

Faith and Feminism (1)

15

T

MTH470

Mystical Writings (1)

15

T

MTH480

Catholic Novelists (1)

15

T

MTH490

Dissent (1)

15

T

MTH500

A Peculiar Honesty: the Poet and the Spiritual Tradition (2)

15

T

MTH510

Victorian Ethics (2)

15

T

MTH520

Faith and Feminism (2)

15

T

MTH530

Mystical Writings (2)

15

T

MTH540

Catholic Novelists (2)

15

T

MTH550

Dissent (2)

15

T

MTH660

Psalms, Hymns, Songs

15

T

MTH670

Psalms, Hymns, Songs (2)

15

T

WCCE (W)

UTU (U)

Hallam (H)

Trinity & All Saints (T)

YICT (YI)

YSJU (Y)

St Deiniol’s Library (FL)

Church School Studies (CSS)
Consultancy & Leadership for Mission & Ministry (CLMM)
Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry (EPM)
Religious Education (RE)
Researching Rural Ministry (Rural)
Theology & Ministry (TM)
Urban Theology (Urban)
Religion & Public Life (RPL)
Modules are normally taught across terms: Autumn, Spring and Summer.  Students normally select modules from those offered by the Centre where the student elects to study.  They may choose to undertake modules at one or more centres.

Level M Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies

At postgraduate level the majority of learning is undertaken independently with an increasing emphasis upon independence, engagement, creativity and the development of research skills.

The learning and teaching strategy for the programme centres upon the student experience. Tutors and students are partners in the learning process.  As well as offering subject knowledge tutors also facilitate the dialogue and debate which is necessary to the teaching/learning experience at this level.

Timetabled Contact

Taught modules normally include 24 hours face-to-face contact with tutors.  This will incorporate a wide range of teaching methods: lectures, seminars, individual/group tutorials, use of audio-visual aids and artefacts, and engagement with faith adherents/ visiting speakers.  Some modules focus on independent learning where the student generates the focus of the learning through independent research.  Here tutor contact is limited to 5 hours supervision per module.

Visits

Some modules may include visits e.g. faith-based institutions or places of worship.  These will be organised and students accompanied by the Module Director.  

Assessment

The achievement of the required module learning outcomes is assessed through written work: 3,000 words for 15 credit modules, 6,000 words for 30 credit modules and 12,000 –14,000 words for the 60 credit dissertation. 




	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for postgraduate awards apply to the programme.  
In addition the following programme specific regulations apply:

· Students gaining entry to the programme via the access module MTH790 are required to pass this module with a mark of 50+ before formally enrolling on the programme.   The successful completion of the access module demonstrates that a student is ready to undertake postgraduate study in Theology & Religious Studies.  The 15 credits gained in this way are in addition to the normal programme requirements [e.g. 180 credits] and are not used as part of the calculation of the final award.   Where a student fails the access module with a mark of 40 to 49 he/she may re-submit their assessable work for a maximum mark of 50 which is the minimum requirement for enrolment on the programme.  Where a student gains a mark of 39 he/she is not invited to re-submit. 

· The programme has two final awards: the Master of Arts, and the Graduate Diploma.  Students normally enrol to study for the Graduate Diploma or the MA.  MA students may elect not to proceed to the dissertation stage and to be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma.


· At Graduate Diploma level, should a student elect to study within one of the strands they are required to elect at least 50 of their module credits from within that particular grouping.
· Students gaining entry to the MA programme via the access module MTH790 are required to pass this module with a mark of 50+ before formally enrolling on the programme.  The 15 credits gained in this way are in addition to the normal programme requirements [e.g. 180 credits] and are not used as part of the calculation of the final award.  Where a student fails the access module with a mark of 40 to 49 he/she may re-submit their assessable work for a maximum mark of 50 which is the minimum requirement for enrolment on the programme.  Where a student gains a mark of 39 he/she is not invited to re-submit. 


· Students must successfully complete a 60 credit dissertation to be eligible for the award of Masters.
· The words ‘(Religious Education)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Religious Education strand and, in the case of the MA, the Religious Education dissertation module is successfully completed.

· The words ‘(Evangelism and Pioneering Ministry)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry strand and, in the case of the MA, the Evangelism & Pioneering Ministry dissertation is successfully completed.


· The words ‘(Urban Theology)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Urban Theology Strand and, in the case of the MA, the Urban Theology dissertation is successfully completed.


· The words ‘(Consultancy and Leadership for Mission and Ministry)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Consultancy & Leadership for Mission & Ministry strand and, in the case of the MA, the Consultancy & Leadership for Mission & Ministry dissertation is successfully completed.


· The words ‘(Church Schools Studies)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Church Schools Studies strand and, in the case of the MA, the Church Schools Studies dissertation is successfully completed.


· The words ‘(Researching Rural Ministry)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Researching Rural Ministry strand and, in the case of the MA, the Research Rural Ministry dissertation is successfully completed.


· The words ‘(Theology and Ministry)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Theology & Ministry strand and, in the case of the MA, the Theology & Ministry dissertation is successfully completed.

· The words ‘(Religion and Public Life)’ will be added to the award certificate where half of all modules taken comprise those intended primarily for the Religion & Public Life strand and, in the case of the MA, the Religion & Public Life dissertation is successfully completed.




	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· National Higher Education Qualification Framework

· QAA 159 02/07 Theology & Religious Studies 2007

· Training Partners:  Hallam Pastoral Centre, Leeds Trinity and All Saints College,   The Urban Theology Unit,  Sheffield Wilson Carlile College of Evangelism,  York Institute for Community Theology

· Representatives of the Yorkshire Regional Training Partnership Curriculum Group



	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Admissions)

· Programme re-validation document April 2008 (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Postgraduate programme Student handbook (Faculty of Education & Theology)

· Postgraduate programme Module handbooks (Faculty of Education & Theology)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)
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