Regulations for the award of Honorary Degrees

The University is entitled to grant honorary degrees by virtue of the order of the Privy Council of 7 September 2005 which conferred taught degree awarding powers and the section 76 of the Further and Higher Education Act 1998. 

The University shall grant honorary degrees to persons of distinction who have made a major contribution and earned national and international distinction in their field in activities which contribute to the advancement of their profession, learning, the arts or public affairs.   

Honorary degrees shall be conferred in accordance with a resolution of the Academic Board on the recommendation of the Committee on Honorary Degrees and Fellowships. 

The Committee shall be empowered to make recommendations to the Academic Board at any time and shall also recommend the title of the degree to be awarded. 

 All members of the Academic Board and the Board of Governors will be invited annually to make recommendations, in confidence, for the award of honorary degrees. 

The Board of Governors shall be notified of the list of Honorary degrees to be awarded annually. 

Each recipient of an honorary degree shall be admitted to that degree at a degree ceremony of the University.   An honorary degree shall not normally be awarded in absentia. 

The following honorary degrees shall be awarded:

Master of Arts (MA Hon)

Master of Science (MSc Hon) 

Doctor of Letters (D Litt Hon) 

Doctor of Laws (LLD Hon) 

Doctor of Science (DSc Hon) 

Doctor of Business Administration (DBA Hon) 

Doctor of Education (EdD Hon) 

Doctor of Theology (DTh Hon)

Doctor of Health Sciences (DHSc Hon)     

Terms of Reference for the Committee on Honorary Degrees and Fellowships

Function

The Committee on Honorary Degrees and Fellowships acts on behalf of the Academic Board in securing, considering and approving nominations for Honorary Degrees and Fellowships of the University. 

Constitution and Membership

Vice Chancellor (Chair) 

Prof D Willcocks

Chair of Governors & Pro Chancellor

Mr R Hall

Deputy Vice Chancellor

Prof D Maughan Brown

1 member of the Governing Body 

Ms J Hewitt

Registrar

Ms P Aldous

Director of Marketing 

Ms S Mackelworth

2 academic staff member of Academic Board 

Ms J Mathers



Prof S Purcell

The President of the Students Union

Mr J Wallace

Clerk to the Governors

Ms J Looker

Terms of Reference:

· to consider nominations for the award of honorary degrees of the University and to determine the award of such degrees, recommending awards to the Academic Board;

· to consider nominations for the award of honorary fellowships of the University and to determine the award of such fellowships, recommending awards to the Academic Board; 

· to keep under review the criteria for the award of honorary degrees and fellowships in accordance with the regulations for the award of honorary degrees and fellowships;

· to facilitate the report of names of those awarded honorary degrees and fellowships to the Board of Governors and to the University community once these have been ratified by the Academic Board.

Proposed regulations for the award of Honorary Fellowships 

· The University may admit a person to an honorary fellowship of the University in recognition of:

· important and substantial services to the University.

· contribution to the community life of the University and association with the University over a sustained period of time.

· facilitation of links between the University and the community or a partner organisation 

· The title honorary fellow will not be available to employees or governors of  the University

· Honorary Fellowships shall be conferred in accordance with a resolution of the Academic Board on the recommendation of the Committee on Honorary Degrees and Fellowships. 

· The Committee shall be empowered to make recommendations for admission to an honorary fellowship to the Academic Board at any time  

· All members of the Academic Board and the Board of Governors will be invited annually to make recommendations, in  confidence,  for the  award of honorary fellowships 

· The Board of Governors shall be notified of the list of Honorary Fellowships to be awarded annually. 

· Each recipient of an honorary fellowship shall be admitted to that degree at an awards ceremony of the University.   An honorary fellowship shall not normally be awarded in absentia. 

