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COLLABORATIVE LIBRARY PROVISION
for students at partner institutions on programmes validated by YSJU
Existing Collaborative Provision/Context
Library and Information Services (LIS) provides collaborative library provision under the following:

· UK Libraries Plus

National reciprocal access scheme restricted to HEFC institutions. Requires provision of reference access to all students of participating institutions (90%+ of UK universities) plus borrowing access for taught postgraduates, part-time and distance learning students and students on placement

· SCONUL Research Extra
National reciprocal access scheme restricted to HEFC institutions. Requires provision of reference and borrowing access for academic and academic related staff and research students to all UK and Irish HE libraries in membership of SCONUL (nearly 100% of HE libraries)

· York Public Library

Partnership agreement allows any member of the York City Council Public Library to have borrowing membership at a discounted £10 per annum fee

· York University

As part of a collaborative scheme York University students are able to join as borrowing members for £10 per annum
LIS does not have an access control policy and allows any member of the public to use the Learning Centre for reference purposes. Borrowing membership is available to anyone aged 16 and over on application (subject to proof of identity) for an annual fee of £20 per annum (£10 per annum for members of York Public Library). Borrowing membership entitles a user to ‘guest’ IT access for the purpose of using LIS subscription databases/full text resources. Guest users are limited to 10 logon sessions or 30 days access per annum, whichever is the greater.

Licensing agreements/UKERNA regulations restrict access by students of other institutions to LIS electronic content. We can only allow access to subscription electronic content to students who have joined the LIS on an individual basis. Such users cannot be allowed access to electronic content off-site/provided with an ATHENs authorisation.
To date, a major operating principle directing utilisation of the LIS book/periodical acquisition budget has been that any resource obtained must be housed in the Learning Centre and be available for all users to consult and (unless reference) borrow. With one small exception, the LIS budget has not been used for provision of resources at other institutions where such material is inaccessible to YSJ users.
Proposal
As a result of the constraints outlined above, and because of the diversity of YSJ collaborative partnerships, different levels of provision are proposed. These are:
1. UK collaboration: Direct User Access Option; Partner Resourcing Option

2. Overseas collaboration: Partner Resourcing Option
1.
UK Collaboration

Direct User Access


Students of partner institutions on YSJ validated awards can purchase borrowing membership of LIS at the rate of £20( per student per annum (equates to external membership charge). The partner institution can either elect to pay a block fee on behalf of all users or students can purchase membership direct on an individual basis (any students in membership of York Public Library would be afforded £10 discounted rate). IT access would be on the existing ‘Guest’ model. This model assumes that materials required to support validated courses would already be held by LIS and in sufficient quantities. If this was not the case LIS would expect to make an appropriate level of purchases from its existing budget.

This option is most suitable for local/regional institutions. Institutions would need to decide at the outset whether to purchase block privileges or require individual payment by the student. LIS would be able to administer either arrangement without difficulty through existing external membership monitoring procedures. It is assumed fees would be credited to the LIS budget.


Partner Resourcing Option


Partner institutions are required to provide and fund appropriate library provision at their own institution. Materials could either be provided by the partner institution or purchased by YSJ LIS on their behalf. If the latter was the preferred option, LIS would be able to absorb the relatively minor administrative costs. However, it may not be possible to obtain the discounts that LIS purchases normally attract as our consortia membership appears to restrict discounts to materials for direct YSJ (further clarification on this point will be obtained).


The appropriate level of provision required is difficult to specify and would presumably need to vary according to the content of the validated programme/number of students/duration, etc. It would be necessary for a baseline level of provision to be specified at validation stage. LIS would be able to advise on appropriate provision if required.


This option is most suitable for partner institutions outside the region where direct access by individual students is impractical. Individual students would still be able to purchase direct access to LIS if convenient.
2.
Overseas Collaboration


Partner Resourcing Option 


Clearly Direct User Access is not feasible, so the Partner Resourcing Option is proposed. This would work exactly as for UK partners, but with the possible exception that LIS should acquire materials and despatch to the partner institution to reduce possible sourcing problems.

Further Notes

An option not proposed is the provision of a postal loan service. Although LIS does currently provide a limited postal loan service for several off-site programmes, the postal costs and administrative demands are considerable. Postal loans are also likely to have a more negative impact on other YSJ users as longer loan periods are normally required to make postage cost-effective. For these reasons postal loan provision has not been recommended.
As already outlined, although enhanced electronic provision would appear to provide a solution to off-site access, we are restricted by licence and other requirements in the level of access that can be provided. In particular, we cannot, unless special arrangements were negotiated with individual database/full text providers, provide off-site access to students of partner institutions. It also needs to be considered that electronic access such as e-books instead of printed texts, is generally more expensive (VAT is incurred) and that in many instances electronic content in a suitable or accessible package is not available.
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( CPSC (16.1.07) agreed that a differential borrowing rights fee should be implemented as follows - Higher York partners to be charged a £10 fee per student; other partners to be charged a £20 fee per student.





