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Definition of Full-time and
Part-time Programmes of Study

1
University Definition

1.1
A normal full-time undergraduate programme of study consists of 120 credits per academic year. Occasionally situations may rise where a student may be registered for more credit, eg, a supernumary languages module. A full-time undergraduate student registered for modules totalling less than 120 credits will be in breach of the programme regulations, and will not normally be allowed to progress through their programme.
1.2
It is possible, however, for a student to be admitted to a programme of study with advanced standing by transferring credit based on prior certificated learning or prior experiential learning, through the Accredited Prior Learning procedure. The University expects that no more than 20 credits can be imported in this way, in any one level if a student wishes to be regarded as full-time. Exceptionally, consideration might be made to extend this to 40 credits, but this would necessitate the student’s mode of attendance being recorded as part-time. This would only apply to levels 1 and 2. (cf. Policy document SRA7, Policy for Applications from Candidates not offering Standard School Leaving Qualifications, and Candidates for admission on the basis of Transferred Credit (Procedures for applications requiring APL/APEL).)
1.3
There is greater flexibility with APL/APEL  and module credit loads for part-time programmes, especially those with no fixed module diet. A student will be recorded as part-time if their programme of study consists of modules totalling 80 credits or less. A module registration consisting of 90 credits or more will be recorded as full-time and will incur the appropriate full-time tuition fee.
2
Funding Council Definition

2.1
The Higher Education Funding Councils have agreed a common definition of full-time: years of programmes of study that involve a minimum of 24 weeks of study/placement.
3
City Council and Local Authority Definition

3.1
This definition of full-time has been expanded slightly by City Councils. Full-time programmes are those that require attendance for a period of at least 24 weeks in each academic or calendar year throughout its duration and requiring an average of at least 21 hours a week study, tuition or work experience.

4
Student Railcard Definition

4.1
Guidance from the Student Railcard website
:

Can I obtain a 16-25 Railcard as a Mature Student aged over 26?

If you are 26 or over, you will need proof that you are a full-time student at a recognised educational establishment. You must attend for over 15 hours a week and for at least 20 weeks a year. You can either show an ISIC card (International Student Identity Card)or have the 'Mature Students Only' section of the application form completed and certified. Because we need to see this proof, you must apply at a staffed station ticket office or rail appointed Travel Agent.  NUS cards will not be accepted as proof of age/educational status (Open University, distance learning and part-time courses do not qualify).

5
Summary
5.1
Below is a table that summarises the various positions:

	
	Full-time
	Part-time

	YSJU definition
	Programmes consisting of more than 80 credits in an academic year
	Programmes consisting of 80 credits or less in an academic year

	Funding Councils definition
	Programmes that involve a minimum of 24 weeks of study or placement per academic year
	Programmes that involve less than 24 weeks of study or placement per academic year

	City Councils definition
	Programmes that involve a minimum of 24 weeks of study or placement and require an average of at least 21 hours of study a week, per academic year
	Programmes that involve less than 24 weeks of study/placement or that require less than 21 hours of study per academic year

	Student Railcard
	Programmes that involve a minimum of 20 weeks of study or placement and require an average of at least 15 hours of study a week, per academic year
	Programmes that involve less than 20 weeks of study or placement or require less than 15 hours of study a week, per academic year


� http://www.16-25railcard.co.uk/faqs/eligibility
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