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Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy For Students Receiving U.S. Financial Aid

1
Overview

The following policy relates to the principles and procedures for monitoring Satisfactory Academic Progress of students receiving Title IV Funds under the Federal Family Educational Loan Programme (FFELP).

This policy is designed in compliance with the requirements set out by the US Department of Education and relates to students who are in receipt of Federal Stafford or Federal PLUS loans or whose parents have Parent PLUS loans.  

US Department of Education regulations require a student to be enrolled in an eligible educational programme and making satisfactory academic progress in order to be eligible to receive Title IV funds.

2
Information about Satisfactory Academic Progress for Students
Information about satisfactory academic progress is set out in the University’s Regulations and is available for students to view on the University website at www.yorksj.ac.uk. 
When enrolling with the University each year a student is required to confirm that they will abide by the University’s Regulations, and a link is provided for students to view the Regulations.

3
Monitoring Satisfactory Academic Progress
All York St John University students are subject to the Course Participation Regulations (cf. policy document ASS3 in the Document Directory). Those regulations notwithstanding, satisfactory academic progress of students receiving U.S. Financial Aid is monitored by students’ supervisors during regular supervisor meetings. Where a student is not progressing in a satisfactory way departments discuss this directly with students in the first instance. Where a student continues to fail to make satisfactory academic progress this is brought to the attention of the Financial Aid Officer. 
4
Eligibility for Title IV funds
Where the Financial Aid Officer is informed of unsatisfactory academic progress the student is placed on a probation period for the duration of the subsequent payment period. If a student then continues unsatisfactory academic progress they will be given notification of their ineligibility to receive Title IV funds. 

5
Appeals
Where a student is given notification of their ineligibility due to failure to maintain satisfactory academic progress they should appeal within 10 days of receiving the notification. Appeals should be submitted to Registry, York St John University, Lord Mayor’s Walk, York YO31 7EX.

The following will be considered as appropriate grounds for appeal:

· The student missed 15 days of lectures or equivalent research time due to reported illness. 

· The student suffered a death in his/her immediate family. Immediate family is defined as parents, grandparents and siblings for a dependent student and parents, grandparents, siblings, spouse and children for an independent student.

· The student was the victim of a natural disaster that caused them to be absent from the University.

The appeal should be submitted with full documentary evidence supporting the appeal. The results of any appeal with usually be notified within 10 working days of receipt of the appeal.
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