SUMMARY OF REPORT FOR PUBLICATION

	Please provide a brief description or bullet point list of the main conclusions of your report, including any particular strengths of the programme(s) or of any distinctive or innovative features in relation to standards and assessment processes, that would be worth drawing to the attention of external audiences. 

I have been impressed by the variety of modules which TRS offers, and with the overall quality of student work that I have seen. Assignment tasks are demanding, but realistic, and pass rates are very satisfactory. Staff mark fairly, and provide good informative feedback. Students are given clear and detailed guidance about assignment work and about criteria of assessment. I have been particularly impressed with the policy of ‘baseline assessment’, which indicates clearly some minimum standards that are expected in order to pass an assignment: this has proved to be highly effective. Students give excellent ratings to all of the modules, without exception.

· TRS staff have been asked to consider when assignment questions may be re-used. It is recommended that fresh assignments should be set until the relevant cohort has left the university.

· The awarding of top and bottom grades should be monitored.

· Where assignments span another subject area (e.g. media, education), care should be taken to ensure that students are wholly satisfying TRS learning outcomes.

· On certain modules, some students have attempted to re-use lower level resources, such as A-level notes. It should be noted that undergraduate work involves progression beyond lower levels of students. Most students progress beyond this, but weaker students should be aware of the need to be ‘stretched’ beyond their existing knowledge and expertise.

· In the newly validated TRS programme, there is a need to be sure that existing standards of work are maintained.

Altogether, I am pleased to say that TRS staff have provided an excellent programme for students, and that standards are well in line with those in other comparable institutions. The programme substantially exceeds QAA benchmarks for the subject.




