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	15.
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Candidates for entry must meet the York St John University admission requirements as set out in the York St John University General Regulations for Postgraduate Awards. Applicants for entry to the programme must demonstrate that they have the qualifications, and/or experience which will allow them to succeed on this programme of study. Applicants must have access to a workplace or voluntary setting (in which practitioner enquiry can take place) and possess at least one of the following:
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· MA in Practitioner Research: Improving Professional Practice
· Postgraduate Diploma in Practitioner Research: Improving Professional Practice
· Postgraduate Certificate in Practitioner Research: Improving Professional Practice
For 2010 entry
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an honours degree in an appropriate discipline or its equivalent from York St John University or any other approved university or institution of higher education or
an equivalent qualification acceptable to York St John University or
appropriate Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) Learning (APL/APEL) qualifications/experience.
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	YSJU Level M / NQF Level 7 / FHEQ M
Level M Programme Structure and Content 

Introduction to structure and rationale

All students who are not importing credit undertake module MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research (30 credits) because practitioner research is the fundamental underpinning to the programme and central to its assessment strategies. By their nature  the research projects undertaken on this programme tend to deal with qualitative data collection. 

Students must also choose one module from the other 30 credit options which are not one of the two linked modules (the linked modules are modules currently in the series MTS600 – MTS710 inclusive). Currently these are modules in the series MTS540 – MTS590 inclusive although this may change if further modules are added over the course of time. It would be possible to substitute MTS720 Independent Study for one of these modules with the agreement of the Head of Programme.

Students who have passed 60 credits are eligible for the Postgraduate Certificate award. This can be achieved with a ‘bracketed specialism’ when students have completed MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research plus either the relevant specialist module or  MTS720 Independent Study focusing on the specific subject area of the bracketed award. 

The current bracketed specialisms are:

	Compulsory module
	Specialist module
	Postgraduate Certificate in Practitioner Research: Improving Professional practice (Bracketed specialism) named award 

	MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research
	MTS540 Children and Youth Worlds or MTS720 Independent Study in this field
	Children and Youth Worlds

	MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research
	MTS550 Leadership and Management or MTS720 Independent Study in this field
	Leadership and Management

	MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research
	MTS560 Learning and Teaching or MTS720 Independent Study in this field
	Learning and Teaching

	MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research
	MTS570 Experiencing Early Years Provision or MTS720 Independent Study in this field
	Early Years

	MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research
	MTS590 Holistic Approaches to Education and wellbeing in Residential Environments or MTS720 Independent Study in this field
	Residential Environments

	MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research
	MTS580 Inclusive practice for disability, learning difference and special educational needs or MTS720 Independent Study in this field
	Inclusive Practice



Students studying for the Postgraduate Diploma/MA award must choose two linked modules. The first is chosen from the series MTS600 – MTS650 inclusive although this may change if further modules are subsequently added.  It is not possible to substitute MTS720 Independent Study for one of these modules as these are prerequisite modules for the following linked modules and therefore the student would not be able to undertake the next 30 credit module.

The linked modules are in the series MTS660 – MTS710 inclusive at the time of writing this document, and this numbering may change if further modules are subsequently added. Modules in this series can only be taken where the prerequisite module has been passed. It would be possible in exceptional circumstances to substitute MTS720 Independent Study although the normal expectation is that the linked module from this series would be taken.

To gain the degree of Masters, a student must pass the module MTS730 Practitioner Research Project/Dissertation which is a 60 credit module and normally the final module to be undertaken on this programme.

The programme for revalidation is made up of new modules and updated existing modules. Not all options may be offered every academic year. This will be subject to the constraints of demand and availability. 

	Module Code and credits at M level
	Module Title 
	Status in ABP

	MTS530 (30 credits)
	Introduction to Practitioner Research
	Compulsory for award

	MTS540 (30 credits)
	Children and Youth Worlds
	Option

	MTS550 (30 credits)
	Leadership and Management
	Option

	MTS560 (30 credits)
	Learning and Teaching
	Option

	MTS570 (30 credits)
	Experiencing Early Years Provision
	Option

	MTS580 (30 credits)
	Inclusive Practice for Disability, Learning Difference and Special Educational Needs
	Option

	MTS590 (30 credits)
	 Holistic Approaches to Education and Wellbeing in Residential Environments
	Option

	MTS600 (30 credits)
	Integrated Practice in Children’s Services 
	Option (compulsory for progression to MTS660)

	MTS610 (30 credits)
	Student Voice. Theory and Practice 
	Option (compulsory for progression to MTS670)

	MTS620 (30 credits)
	Managing Change
	Option (compulsory for progression to MTS680)

	MTS630 (30 credits)
	Quality Provision in the Early Years
	Option  (compulsory for progression to MTS690)

	MTS640 (30 credits) 
	Dyslexia : Theory and Practice
	Option (compulsory for progression to MTS700)

	MTS650 (30 credits)
	The Social Pedagogue 
	Option (compulsory for progression to MTS710)

	MTS660 (30 credits)
	Researching Integrated Practice in Children’s Services
	Option (MTS600 prerequisite)

	MTS670 (30 credits)
	Researching Student Voice
	Option (MTS 610 prerequisite)

	MTS680 (30 credits)
	Researching the Management of Change
	Option (MTS620 prerequisite)

	MTS690 (30 credits)
	Researching Quality Provision in the Early Years
	Option (MTS630 prerequisite)

	MTS700 (30 credits)
	Researching Dyslexia
	Option (MTS640 prerequisite)

	MTS710 (30 credits)
	Researching the Social Pedagogue 
	Option (MTS650 prerequisite)

	MTS720 (30 credits)
	Independent Study
	Option

	MTS730 (60 credits)
	Practitioner Research Project/Dissertation
	Compulsory for award of MA



Structure and rationale 

MTS530 Introduction to Practitioner Research is a compulsory module for all students on the Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma and MA courses and is normally taken as the first module studied. 

Thereafter, students have a choice of modules from MTS540, MTS550, MTS560, MTS570 and MTS590. Each of these modules introduces a topic such as, for example, Leadership and Management or Early Years Provision and this is set in context through an examination of a small number of contemporary issues associated with it. These modules, therefore, each aim to develop an understanding of contemporary issues of policy and/or practice related to the module topic and require an examination of these using practitioner enquiry. The aim is that students undertake a modest and limited study of one or more issues covered in the module to investigate perceptions of how these are working in practice. For example, a teacher may wish to examine perceptions of colleagues or of children regarding a current strategy or policy development in the school setting. This will give students introductory practice in the design of an interview schedule, gathering and analysing data, presenting findings and writing up.

Having passed the core module MTS530 and either the relevant specialist module or an independent study focusing on the specific subject area indicated by the bracketed award, a student would be eligible to exit the programme with a Postgraduate Certificate in Practitioner Research: Improving Professional Practice in one of the named areas for the bracketed award. The named areas are currently Children and Youth Worlds, Leadership and Management, Learning and Teaching, Early Years, Residential Environments and Inclusive Practice.

Modules MTS600 – MTS650 are pre-requisites for the linked modules. For example, MTS600 Integrated Practice in Children’s Services is a pre-requisite for MTS660 Researching Integrated Practice in Children’s Services, MTS610 Student Voice Theory and Practice is a pre-requisite for MTS670 Researching Student Voice. In the first of these linked modules, the student reviews a selection of the literature in the field and formulates a research plan for a practitioner research project to be carried out in the follow-on module. 

In addition: 

CAES (30 level 3 credits) may be used towards the Postgraduate Diploma or MA awards
PCAP (60 M level credits) may be used towards the MA.

To be awarded the MA degree, students must pass the following module:

MTS730 Practitioner Research Project/Dissertation (60 credits at level M)

The Degree of Master, Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate
The Degree of Master, Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate with merit
The Degree of Master, Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate with distinction.




	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations on progression apply to the programme. 

In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply:
· Students must successfully complete module MTS530 in order to gain the Postgraduate Certificate or Postgraduate Diploma award.
· Students must successfully complete modules MTS530 and MTS730 in order to gain the MA in Practitioner Research: Improving Professional Practice award.

In order to gain a bracketed specialism at Postgraduate Certificate level, students must successfully complete:
· MTS540 or MTS720 (Independent Study in this field) for the Children and Youth Worlds specialism
· MTS550 or MTS720 (Independent Study in this field) for the Leadership and Management specialism
· MTS560 or MTS720 (Independent Study in this field) for the Learning and Teaching specialism
· MTS570 or MTS720 (Independent Study in this field) for the Early Years specialism
· MTS580 or MTS720 (Independent Study in this field) for the Inclusive Practice specialism
· MTS590 or MTS720 (Independent Study in this field) for the Residential Environments specialism




	
 
