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	Introduction and Special Features

	15-a
	Introduction
Joint Honours programmes give students the opportunity to combine two subjects from a range of areas in a structured way. The selected pairings are designed to complement one another and allow students to have a significant amount of choice and flexibility in relation to their learning experience. In addition, the Joint Honours pairings involve students engaging in a range of learning and teaching experiences and assessment opportunities.
The BA (Hons) Theology and Religious Studies degrees at York St John University cover the essential elements of major world religions, and theological, ethical and philosophical issues that arise in them. It also provides opportunities for students to explore the interface between religion and areas such as education; philosophy; ethics; film; art; creative writing; gender; politics; psychology.

Students completing the programme take with them generic skills such as research competence; writing academically; self-management; oral communication; teamwork; effective use of IT.


	
	They also gain skills specific to the subject, which can be summed up as an informed understanding of society and religion. This is very useful in all occupations dealing with people: teaching; health; social work; overseas development; police; ministry.

Education Studies is concerned with understanding how people develop and learn throughout their lives, and the nature of knowledge and critical engagement with ways of knowing and understanding. It offers intellectually rigorous analysis of educational processes, systems and approaches, and their cultural, societal, political, historical, and economic contexts. 

Graduates are able to participate in and contest changing discourses exemplified by reference to debate about values, personal and social engagement, and how these relate to communities and societies. Students have opportunities to develop their critical capabilities through the selection, analysis and synthesis of relevant perspectives, and to be able to justify different positions on educational matters. They will engage in a critique of current policies and practice and challenge assumptions. An education studies course provides the knowledge, understanding and critical analysis to inform current and future professionals.

Transferable skills:
Education Studies graduates will be able to;

· construct and communicate oral and written arguments

· use information and communication technology (ICT), including word processing, databases, internet communication, information retrieval and online searches

· interpret and present relevant numerical information 

· work with others, as a result of the development of interpersonal skills, to demonstrate the capacity to plan, to share goals, and work as a member of a team

· improve their own learning and performance, including the development of study and research skills, information retrieval, and a capacity to plan and manage learning, and to reflect on their own learning

· analyse, synthesise, evaluate, and identify problems and solutions.

	15-b
	Special features of the programme.
Education Studies students can engage in a work placement at level 2, and will also have the opportunity to study abroad at level 2.
The BA degree in Theology & Religious Studies and Education Studies is characterised by the following:

· Five strands: Theology & Religious Studies; Religious Studies; Christian Theology; Religion Philosophy & Ethics; Religion & Education, which enable breadth in the subject and specialism;

· Compulsory modules across all three levels which embed key skills;

· The choice of a range of optional modules each semester which enhance and develop understanding of the diversity of the three strands;

· The opportunity to study modern foreign languages; 

· The opportunity to engage in international exchange for a semester at Level 2 or a month during Level 3;

·  A compulsory level 3 module (specialist honours; in joint honours, it may be taken in Theology & Religious Studies or in the other subject) which includes independent research which may include field work or a placement in relation to some aspect of Theology and Religious Studies;

· Other opportunities for independent research modules at level 3.

Joint Honours students begin in a pairing between Theology & Religious Studies and Education Studies and  may opt to transfer to a strand after level 1, semester 2, providing they have taken at least two of the four core modules in that strand. All level 1 students will be advised as to the implications of module choices and their benefits for the transfer to particular strands in the future. No transfers between strands are permitted after the student has begun the level 2 programme.


	16.
	Criteria for Admission
All candidates must have a minimum of two A2 Levels or equivalent and a grade C in GCSE English Language or a YSJ approved equivalent, plus two further GCSEs at grade C or above. 

Programme academic requirements must also be met by the achievement of appropriate grades in Level 3 qualifications and GCSE Level examinations. The 2011/12 tariff offer ranged from 200-240 points.

For the full entry criteria, please refer to the programme’s prospectus page: http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/undergraduate/undergraduate-study.aspx
The University makes provision for entry to its programmes of study with advanced standing on the basis of Accredited Prior Certificated Learning (APCL) or Accredited Prior Experiential Learning (APEL) – please refer to APL (APCL and APEL) Policy (SRA07) which can be found at: http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/documents/university-policies/admissions.aspx
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	Programme Aims 

The Theology & Religious Studies aims are as follows:

· To offer a programme which is flexible so as to meet the needs of the diverse range of students who enrol through open access policies for admission where matriculation is broadly defined and incorporates flexibility, with full and part time modes of study.

· To encourage students to explore and understand the importance and relevance of Theology and Religious Studies to an understanding of contemporary life and societies.

· To produce a learning experience which encourages open, rational and disciplined study within an environment of respect and tolerance for people and their religious beliefs and practices.

· To provide opportunities for studying Theology and Religious Studies through dialogue, placement and observation.

· To provide opportunities for students to develop as independent learners.

· To provide opportunities for students to study abroad through international exchange partnerships.

· To enhance the development of key learning skills which are relevant to the programme and to the demands of personal and professional life within and beyond the University community.

· To provide opportunities for students to explore potential personal, career and vocational pathways within a caring and supportive environment.
The Education Studies aims are as follows:

· To draw on a wide range of intellectual resources, theoretical perspectives and academic disciplines to illuminate understanding of education and the contexts within which it takes place;

· To provide students with a broad and balanced knowledge and understanding of the principal features of education in a wide range of contexts;

· To encourage students to engage with fundamental questions concerning the aims and values of education and its relationship to society;

· To provide opportunities for students to appreciate the problematic nature of educational theory, policy and practice;

· To encourage the interrogation of educational processes in a wide variety of contexts;

· To develop in students the ability to construct and sustain a reasoned argument about educational issues in a clear, lucid and coherent manner;

· To promote a range of qualities in students including intellectual independence and critical engagement with evidence.  

(QAA subject benchmarks Education Studies 2007)
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	YSJU Level 1 / NQF Level 4 / FHEQ C

	18-1a
	Level 1 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 1 (Certificate of Higher Education)

Theology & Religious Studies
Note: These outcomes are closely based on the 2007 QAA national benchmarks for Theology & Religious Studies, which themselves follow the FHEQ level descriptors. They have been amended where necessary to better reflect the University learning outcomes for cognitive capabilities and key skills, including the five key skills areas: Communication; IT; Numeracy; Careers Orientation; Learning How to Learn. They also reflect the level outcome descriptors for the Joint Honours Framework.

In order to reflect the distinction between ‘threshold’ and ‘typical’ benchmark statements, the learning outcomes are followed for each skill category and at each level by statement indicating how students might move beyond the threshold outcomes to achieve what is regarded as a norm for the typical student, i.e. one who achieves within the higher class grading bands.

Knowledge and Understanding

1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of at least one religious tradition in some of its central forms; 

1.2 Describe in broad terms at least two of the following: political, social, textual, intellectual, historical, theological, ritual, ethical, institutional and aesthetic expressions of the religion(s) studied; 

1.3 Describe, where appropriate, the religion's or religions' classical sources and some key subsequent articulations by some interpreters of the tradition(s) in particular historical periods, and in particular social or geographical settings;

1.4 Summarise, represent and interpret a key selection of both primary and secondary sources; 

1.5 Demonstrate an awareness of key themes, debates, and methods of the discipline, with particular emphasis on the strand for which the student has opted.

Students who demonstrate an initial development of the following skills in knowledge and understanding will achieve the higher grades: criticality, evaluative skills, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Cognitive skills (discipline specific)

1.6 Represent views other than the student's own with fairness and integrity and as appropriate express their own identity without denigration of others;
1.7 Demonstrate a growing awareness of the passion and claims to certainty that may arise in religious traditions, with their positive and negative effects; 
1.8 Demonstrate an awareness of the different characteristics of religions, for example, beliefs, texts, practices and institutions, and wider social and cultural structures, perspectives, norms, aesthetics and aspirations; 
1.9 Begin to use complementary methods of study, for example, philosophical, historical, systematic, dogmatic, phenomenological, linguistic, hermeneutical, empirical, speculative, social scientific, archaeological; 
1.10 Demonstrate a growing awareness of religious contributions to debate in the public arena about, for example, values, truth, beauty, identity, health, peace and justice; 
1.11 Demonstrate awareness of how personal and communal identities and motivations are shaped by religion.
Students who demonstrate an initial development of the following cognitive skills will achieve the higher grades: criticality, sophistication, academic judgement, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Generic and key transferable skills

1.12 Communicate information, ideas, arguments, principles and theories by a variety of means, for example, essays of various lengths which are clearly organised and presented; 
1.13 Communicate information, ideas, principles and theories by appropriate oral and visual means; 
1.14 Identify, gather and discuss secondary data and source material, and begin to examine primary texts; 
1.15 Attend to, reproduce accurately and begin to reflect on the ideas and arguments of others; 
1.16 Engage with empathy and integrity with the convictions and behaviours of others; 
1.17 Work collaboratively as a member of a team or group; 
1.18 Undertake some independent study under the guidance of tutors;
1.19 Use library resources in order to identify source material and compile bibliographies; 
1.20 Use IT and computer skills for data capture, to identify source material; 
1.21 Show self-awareness about one's own beliefs, commitments, and prejudices; 
1.22 Begin to understand the relationship between theories and the analysis of data;
1.23 Identify and begin to analyse contemporary issues.
Students who demonstrate an initial development of the following generic skills will achieve the higher grades: effectiveness of approach, clarity of argument, interaction with the academic and faith communities, independence in thought and method.
Education Studies

· Demonstrate a broad-based knowledge and understanding of a range of underlying concepts, content, and theoretical perspectives associated with Education Studies.

· Appropriately apply perspectives, skills and knowledge gained across Education Studies

· Present, evaluate and interpret different forms of information, evidence, data, artefacts and performances, appropriate to Education Studies.

· Communicate effectively using a range of basic skills appropriate for the audience and purpose.
· Demonstrate a range of basic key transferable skills (including those for lifelong learning) appropriate for further study and future employment in the subjects studied.
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	Level 1 Programme Structure and Content 

Theology & religious Studies

At level 1, the curriculum is based around four core modules for each strand (two of these are optional for Joint Honours). 

Modules for the Programme
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

1TH053

Believing, Behaving, Belonging: the Social Psychology of Religion

20

Modules may occur in either semester as there are no progression issues. The one exception is 1TH400, which serves to establish key HE skills in semester 1.

1TH102

New Age & Pagan Spiritualities

20

1TH340

The Story of the Bible

20

1TH350

Introduction to Islam

20

1TH360

Introduction to Asian Religions

20

1TH370

The Sikh Tradition

20

1TH380

Contemporary Expressions of Christianity

20

1TH390

Foundations of Christian Theology

20

1TH400

Introduction to Christianity

20

1TH410

New Testament Greek

20

1TH430

Jewish Belief and Practice

20

1TH440

Values and Virtues: Ethics and Religion

20

1TH450

Philosophy and Religion

20

1ED060

Education and Policy 1

20

1ED100

Education and Faith

20

Place of Modules in Strands

Code

TRS 

RS

CT

RPE

R&E

1TH053

O

O

O

O

O

1TH102

O

O

E

E

O

1TH340

O

E

C

O

O

1TH350

C

C

E

C

C

1TH360

C/O*

C

E

O

O

1TH370

O

O

E

O

O

1TH380

O

E

O

E

O

1TH390

O

E

C

O

O

1TH400

C

C

C

C

C

1TH410

O

E

O

E

E

1TH430

C/O*

C

O

O

O

1TH440

O

O

C

C

O

1TH450

O

O

O

C

O

1ED060

X

X

X

X

C

1ED100

X

X

X

X

C

Joint Honours alternatives marked with * (all JH are TRS at level 1)

NB Modern foreign languages and British sign language modules are options at level 1

C = compulsory module in strand; O = option, part of strand specified; E = elective, allowed to be taken outside strand (but see the rules of progression in section 18); X = not available to this strand.

Education Studies
Modules for the Programme 
code

Title

Credits

Sem
Status Joint

1ED060

Education and policy 1

20
1
Compulsory

1ED070

Learning as a student 

20
1
Option

1ED090

Education and meaning

20
2
Compulsory

1ED100

Education and faith

20
2
Option

All modules are 20 credits. Students will need a minimum of 100 credits to progress.

Joint Honours students will take the two compulsory modules, with 1ED070 and 1ED100 as optional. They can also take a MFL module instead of 1ED100.
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	Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Theology & Religious Studies
Students will spend at least 5 hours per module in face-to-face scheduled group contact with their tutors (including one hour of tutorials). In modules with off-site visits to places of worship or faith communities, or with visiting speaker this will be increased by a few hours, as the tutor facilitates these activities. The learning and teaching experience during the contact time will include a mixture of: tutor input (lecture), student discussion and feedback, student presentation, viewing of audio-visual materials and artefacts, engaging in dialogue with faith adherents / visiting speakers. 

In addition to the face-to-face contact time, each module includes elements of supported open learning where students will engage in learning that has been structured by the tutor but does not necessarily include any tutor contact. Examples of SOL at level 1 include: guided reading, viewing of audio-visual resource with accompanying notes, structured group activities, use of University VLE for specified tasks, such as internet research, on-line seminars etc.

Students will also spend the non-contact time (up to 155 hours per module) in independent study leading to assignments. Students in the subject area are encouraged to use the VLE to communicate with tutors and fellow students outside the scheduled sessions.

The Theology and RS modules at level 1 include formative assessment. This must be attempted in a positive and focused way, in order for students to be motivated to use it effectively, in preparation for summative assessment. However, it does not count towards the summative mark and grade. Formative assessment includes: group presentations, where the activity gets students working together and learning about material that will be useful at a later point in the module or degree; working on-line to become accustomed to available resources in the subject; draft essays which may then be improved for summative assessment, thus giving tutors the opportunity to monitor the development of generic and key skills in HE.  Academic tutors will be utilised fully in the formative assessment, especially where it concerns generic and key skills. Thus will help them build a relationship with their tutees, firmly rooted in the curriculum, facilitating profiling, career development, and guidance in the choice of modules later in the degree.

Level 1 includes more assessed group and presentation work than levels 2 and 3. At level 1, this kind of activity is essential in helping students to build up confidence, a learning community and to learn to learn from each other. It is part of the formative assessment. In addition, studies and files are useful at level 1. The theme-based nature of a study means that a student can get used to doing research on a specific topic, and the file allows for the assessment of separate components such as: use of IT; review of resources; evaluation of own work.

 Education Studies
Lectures

Seminars

Web-based mediated discussion groups

Group discussions

Project work (tutor-set and student initiated)

Individual/group tutorials

Assignments

Essays

Group presentations

Individual presentations

Learning journals

Research/project file

  Portfolio of work
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	YSJU Level 2 / NQF Level 5 / FHEQ I
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	Level 2 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 2 Diploma of Higher Education
Theology & Religious Studies

Knowledge and Understanding

2.1 Demonstrate knowledge of at least one religious tradition in some of its/their varied and central forms; 
2.2 Describe in broad terms some of the following: political, social, textual, intellectual, historical, theological, ritual, ethical, institutional and aesthetic expressions of the religion(s) studied; 
2.3 Describe, where appropriate, the religion's or religions' classical sources and their subsequent articulations by some interpreters of the tradition(s) in different historical periods, and in different social or geographical settings; 
2.4 Summarise, represent and interpret a range of both primary and secondary sources including materials from different disciplines; 
2.5 Demonstrate an awareness of key themes, debates, and methods of the discipline with particular emphasis on the strand for which the student has opted, and, where appropriate, related disciplines from, for example, the humanities or the social sciences.

Students who demonstrate a continued development of the following skills in knowledge and understanding will achieve the higher grades: criticality, evaluative skills, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Cognitive skills (discipline specific)

2.6 Represent views other than the student's own with fairness and integrity and as appropriate express their own identity without denigration of others; 
2.7 Demonstrate awareness of the passion and claims to certainty that may arise in religious traditions, with their positive and negative effects; 
2.8 Demonstrate an awareness of the multi-faceted complexity of religions, for example in the relationship between specifically religious beliefs, texts, practices and institutions, and wider social and cultural structures, perspectives, norms, aesthetics and aspirations; 
2.9 Use a number of complementary methods of study, for example, philosophical, historical, systematic, dogmatic, phenomenological, linguistic, hermeneutical, empirical, speculative, social scientific, archaeological; 

2.10 Demonstrate awareness of religious contributions to debate in the public arena about, for example, values, truth, beauty, identity, health, peace and justice;
2.11 Demonstrate awareness of how personal and communal identities and motivations are shaped by religion, how this has both constructive and destructive effects, and how important such identities are.
Students who demonstrate a continued development of the following cognitive skills will achieve the higher grades: criticality, sophistication, academic judgement, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Generic and key transferable skills

2.12 Communicate information, ideas, arguments, principles and theories by a variety of means, for example, essays of various lengths which are clearly organised and presented; 
2.13 Communicate information, ideas, principles and theories by appropriate oral and visual means; 
2.14 Identify, gather and discuss primary data and source material, whether through textual studies or fieldwork; 
2.15 Attend to, reproduce accurately and reflect on the ideas and arguments of others; 
2.16 Engage with empathy and integrity with the convictions and behaviours of others; 
2.17 Undertake independent study including time management;
2.18 Use library resources in order to identify source material, compile bibliographies, inform research and enhance presentations; 
2.19 Use IT and computer skills for data capture, to identify source material and support research and  presentations; 
2.20 Show critical self-awareness about one's own beliefs, commitments, and prejudices;
2.21 Combine theories and the analysis of data in the solution of problems;

2.22 Begin to apply theories to contemporary issues.
Students who demonstrate a continued development of the following generic skills will achieve the higher grades: effectiveness of approach, clarity of argument, interaction with the academic and faith communities, independence in thought and method. 

Education Studies

· Apply theoretical perspectives and concepts to a range of situations and issues relevant to Education Studies, including those associated with work-based settings.

· Demonstrate critical awareness of research strategies particular to Education Studies.

· Critically analyse data and information relevant to study in Education Studies.

· Communicate subject-relevant information, ideas and arguments effectively to specialist and non-specialist audiences.

· Demonstrate an ability to apply knowledge and skills effectively in decision-making in the context of growing maturity as an independent learner.
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	Level 2 Programme Structure and Content 

Theology & Religious Studies

At level 2, the curriculum becomes more flexible, thus giving more scope for developing specialism. The strands have some compulsory modules to ensure coherence.

Modules for the Programme

Code

Title

Credits

Semester

2TH141

Reel Spirituality: Theology through Film

20

Modules may occur in either semester as there are no progression issues. The one exception is 2TH332, which teaches research skills in semester 1.

2TH181

Christian Theologians

20

2TH332

Religion and Human Diversity

20

2TH341

Theology: Action & Reflection

20

2TH360

New Religious Movements

20

2TH370

Buddhism in India & Southeast Asia

20

2TH380

Christian Spirituality

20

2TH390

Religions of East Asia

20

2TH400

Texts and Practice in Hindu Traditions

20

2TH410

Specialist Topic: Religious Studies

20

2TH420

Studying the Old Testament

20

2TH430

New Testament Themes

20

2TH440

Specialist Topic: Christian Theology

20

2TH450

Issues in Contemporary Judaism

20

2TH460

Christian Ethical Traditions

20

2TH470

From Descartes to Irigaray: Philosophers and Religion

20

2TH480

Indian Philosophy

20

2TH490

Religion and Education

20

2ED120

Education and Globalisation

20

Places of Modules in Strands

Code

TRS

RS

CT

RPE

R&E

2TH141

O

O

O

O

O

2TH181

O

E

O

O

O

2TH332

C

C

C

C

C

2TH341

O

E

O

O

O

2TH360

O

O

E

O

O

2TH370

O

O

E

O

O

2TH380

O

E

O

O

O

2TH390

O

O

E

O

O

2TH400

O

O

E

O

O

2TH410

O

O

E

O

O

2TH420

O

E

O

O

O

2TH430

O

E

O

O

O

2TH440

O

E

O

O

O

2TH450

O

O

O

O

O

2TH460

O

E

O

C

O

2TH470

O

O

E

C

O

2TH480

O

O

E

O

O

2TH490

O

O

O

O

C

2ED120

X

X

X

X

C

NB Modern foreign languages and British sign language continuation modules are options at level 2

C = compulsory module in strand; O = option, part of strand specified; E = elective, allowed to be taken outside strand (but see the rules of progression in section 18); X = not available to this strand.

Education Studies
Modules for the Programme 
code

Title

Credits

Sem
Status Joint

2ED030

How we learn 

20
1
Compulsory

2ED090

Education, democracy and caring

20
1
Option

2ED100

Representations of Education 

20
1
Option

2ED010

Knowledge and the Curriculum

20
2
Compulsory

2ED130

Enquiring about education

20
2
Option

All modules are 20 credits. Students will need a minimum of 100 credits to progress. 

2ED130 will provide the opportunity for a work placement.

Study abroad opportunities will be offered during level 2.

Joint Honours students will take the two compulsory modules, with 2ED090, 2ED100 and 2ED130 being optional.


	18-2c
	Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Theology & Religious Studies
As at level 1, students will spend at least 45 hours per module in face-to-face group scheduled contact (including one hour of tutorials) with tutors engaged in similar learning and teaching activities as at level 1. Modules involving visits will, as at level 1, include additional tutor contact hours. 

Supported open learning at level 2 reduces as students become more proficient at independent and autonomous learning. One module, 2TH341, involves students in one day placement based learning where structured activities are set by the tutor and facilitated by a host visit leader.

As in level 1, students will also spend the non-contact time (up to 155 hours per module) in independent study leading to assignments. Students in the subject area are encouraged to use the VLE to communicate with tutors and fellow students outside the scheduled sessions.

Modules at level 2 are designed to help students move towards independent research study. 2TH332 prepares them to write research proposals, and consider methodologies; thus it is compulsory for both Specialist and Joint Honours. 2TH341 prepares students for level 3 research modules, through one day placement activities, and by allowing students to choose an issue on which to research and write a theological study.

Based on our experience and external examiner input, most of the work at levels 2 and 3 (which count towards degree classification) is individually assessed. There are still some opportunities for group work at these levels; even if not summatively assessed it remains an important part of the teaching and learning process.

Formative assessment at level 2 is carried out in group work, and in draft reading where assignment styles are unfamiliar. The group work includes questions that test understanding of key concepts, and groups are asked to feed back into a plenary session with the tutor present. On-line quizzes are also being designed to test the acquisition of essential knowledge.

Academic tutors continue to work with students on generic skills and career development.

At level 2, the relationship that is being built up between theory and application is best assessed in essays and studies. Portfolios establish and strengthen students’ self-reflective skills.

Education Studies
Lectures

Seminars

Individual/group tutorials

Group discussions

Project work (tutor-set and student-initiated)

Work placements
Assignments

Essays

Group presentations

Learning journals

Research/project file

Placement report
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	Level 3 Programme Outcomes
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:
Theology & Religious Studies

Level 3 (Ordinary degree) 3.1-3.17

Level 3 (Honours degree) 3.1-3.21

See the note under Level 1 Programme Outcomes.

Knowledge and Understanding

3.1 Demonstrate knowledge of at least one religious tradition in some of its varied and central forms; 
3.2 Describe with some analysis some of the following: political, social, textual, intellectual, historical, theological, ritual, ethical, institutional and aesthetic expressions of the religion(s) studied; 
3.3 Describe with some analysis the religion's or religions' classical sources and their subsequent articulations by some interpreters of the tradition(s) in different historical periods, and in different social or geographical settings; 
3.4 Summarise, represent and interpret a range of both primary and secondary sources including materials from different disciplines; 
3.5 Demonstrate an awareness of a range of themes, debates, and methods of the discipline, with particular emphasis on the strand for which the student has opted, and, where appropriate, related disciplines from, for example, the humanities or the social sciences.

Students who demonstrate an academic maturation of the following skills in knowledge and understanding will achieve the higher grades: criticality, evaluative skills, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Cognitive skills (discipline specific)

3.6 Represent views other than the student's own with fairness and integrity and as appropriate express their own identity without denigration of others; 
3.7 Demonstrate a developed awareness of the passion and claims to certainty that may arise in religious traditions, with their positive and negative effects; 
3.8 Demonstrate a developed awareness of the multi-faceted complexity of religions, for example in the relationship between specifically religious beliefs, texts, practices and institutions, and wider social and cultural structures, perspectives, norms, aesthetics and aspirations; 
3.9 Use and be able to choose appropriately a number of complementary methods of study, for example, philosophical, historical, systematic, dogmatic, phenomenological, linguistic, hermeneutical, empirical, speculative, social scientific, archaeological; 
3.10 Demonstrate a developed awareness of religious contributions to debate in the public arena about, for example, values, truth, beauty, identity, health, peace and justice; 
3.11 Demonstrate a developed awareness of how personal and communal identities and motivations are shaped by religion, how this has both constructive and destructive effects, and how important such identities are.
Students who demonstrate an academic maturation of the following cognitive skills will achieve the higher grades: criticality, sophistication, academic judgement, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Generic and key transferable skills

3.12 Attend to, reproduce accurately and reflect on the ideas and arguments of others, with some critical analysis; 
3.13 Engage reflectively with empathy and integrity with the convictions and behaviours of others; 
3.14 Use library resources in order to identify source material, compile bibliographies, inform research and enhance presentations, including some engagement with specialised academic literature, for example, journal articles; 
3.15 Use IT and computer skills for data capture, including advanced academic bibliographical databases, to identify source material and support research and  presentations; 
3.16 Show critical and reflective self-awareness about one's own beliefs, commitments, and prejudices;
3.17 Combine theories and the analysis of data in the solution of complex problems.
(Additional learning outcomes for Honours degree)

3.18 Communicate information, ideas, arguments, principles and theories by a variety of means, including assignments comprising at least 4000 word research-based essays;
3.19 Identify, gather and discuss primary data and source material, whether through textual studies or fieldwork, by making independent selections;

3.20 Undertake independent study including time management, and reflect constructively upon its success, identifying personal, professional and academic outcomes;

3.21 Apply theories to contemporary issues and practical situations.
Students who demonstrate an academic maturation of the following generic skills will achieve the higher grades: effectiveness of approach, clarity of argument, interaction with the academic and faith communities, independence in thought and method. 

Education Studies

Level 3 Ordinary Degree 

Joint Honours students
· Show proficiency in combining theories and principles in the analysis and solution of complex educational problems.

· Demonstrate proficiency in evaluating the appropriateness of research strategies associated with Education Studies. 

· Proficiently use and communicate approaches to the evaluation of qualitative and quantitative data relevant to Education Studies.

· Acquire, organise and communicate information, ideas and arguments in Education Studies, showing an understanding of the significance and limitations of knowledge in Education Studies.

· Demonstrate theoretical understanding to help sustain an argument and proficiently apply learned educational theory and principles.
Level 3 Honours Degree

Joint Honours students

· Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between theoretical and empirical knowledge at the forefront of Education Studies.

· Devise and sustain critical commentary on advanced studies in Education Studies.

· Manage and reflect critically upon own learning.

· Demonstrate an appreciation of the uncertainty and ambiguity of much knowledge in Education Studies.

· Apply skills, concepts, theoretical and empirical knowledge, and methods appropriate to Education Studies to initiate, design, plan and execute research.

· Demonstrate an ability to reach reasoned judgements about arguments and evidence based upon sound critical analysis and an understanding of different value positions.
· Exercise initiative and personal responsibility in a range of decision-making contexts related to their studies.
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	Level 3 Programme Structure and Content 
Theology & Religious Studies
At level 3, the curriculum allows for more negotiation of independent study than at level 1, and therefore includes independent research modules, thus facilitating the maturation of specialism in particular sub-disciplines. 

Modules for the Programme
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

3TH142

Negotiated Study 1

20

Modules may occur in either semester as there are no progression issues. The exceptions are the compulsory research modules (3TH997, 3TH998 or 3TH999) which benefit from the Summer break and therefore take place in in semester 1. 3TH999 is a yearlong module.

3TH142 and 3TH152 are negotiated studies in semester 1 and 2 respectively.
3TH152

Negotiated Study 2

20

3TH191

Contemporary Christianity

20

3TH201

Religion & the Visual Arts

20

3TH350

Feminist Theologies

20

3TH360

Women in Asian Religions

20

3TH370

Gospel Women

20

3TH380

Religion & Social Change in Asia

20

3TH390

Religion, Writing & the Creative Imagination

20

3TH410

Religion in Global Context

20

3TH420

Biblical Texts

20

3TH430

Islam in the Modern World

20

3TH450

Buddhist Ethics

20

3TH460

The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious Perspectives

20

3TH470

Philosophies of Knowing: Science and Religious Worldviews

20

3TH510

Engaging in Theology

20

3TH997

Religion and Education Placement

20

3TH998

Short Dissertation

20

3TH999

Dissertation

40

3ED060

Education and Contemporary Ethical Issues

20

The Place of the Modules in the Strands

Code

TRS

RS

CT

RPE

R&E

3TH142

O

O

O

O

O

3TH152

O

O

O

O

O

3TH191

O

E

O

O

O

3TH201

O

O

O

O

O

3TH350

O

E

O

O

O

3TH360

O

O

E

O

O

3TH370

O

E

O

O

O

3TH380

O

O

E

O

O

3TH390

O

O

O

O

O

3TH410

O

O

E

O

O

3TH420

O

E

O

O

O

3TH430

O

O

E

O

O

3TH450

O

O

E

O

O

3TH460

O

O

O

O

O

3TH470

O

O

O

C

O

3TH510

O

E

O

O

O

3TH997

X

X

X

X

C

3TH998

C/O*

C/O*

C/O*

C/O*

O

3TH999

C/O*

C/O*

C/O*

C/O*

O

3ED060

X

X

X

X

C

*Specialist honours must take either 3TH998 or 3TH999; Joint honours must take one of 3TH998 or 3TH999 or a Special Study in the other subject. Only 60 credits of research modules (3TH142, 3TH152, 3TH997, 3TH998, 3TH999) are available in any strand.

C = compulsory module in strand; O = option, part of strand specified; E = elective, allowed to be taken outside strand (but see the rules of progression in section 18); X = not available to this strand.

Education Studies
Modules for the Programme 

code

Title

Credits
Sem
Status Joint

3ED997

Special Study in Education 20 (SS20)
20

1/2

Option

3ED991

Special Study in Education 40 (SS40)
40
1/2
Option

3ED030

Investigating Learning

20
1
Option

3ED070

Education and values

20
1
Option

3ED080

Education and policy 2

20
1
Option

3ED090

Education and society

20
2
Option

3ED060

Education and Contemporary Ethical Issues

20
2
Option

3ED100

Education, health and well-being

20
2
Option

In order to be eligible for classification, a student will be required to pass a minimum of 100/120 credits in the final level for the honours degree or 60/120 credits for the ordinary degree. There is no requirement to pass the Special Study for the Ordinary Degree.

Joint Honours students must take a 20 or a 40 credit Special Study, but can take it in either subject.

· If they take the 20 credit Special Study (3ED997), then they must take 3ED090, with the option of 3ED030 in semester 1, and 20 credits from 3ED100 or 3ED060 or the other subject or development modules in semester 2.

· If they take the 20 credit Special Study in the other subject then they will take 3ED030 and 3ED090, with the option of 20 credits from 3ED070 or 3ED080 or the other subject in semester 1 and 20 credits from 3ED100 or 3ED060 or the other subject or development modules in semester 2.

· If they take the 40 credits Special Study (3ED991) then they choose 20 credits from 3ED030, 3ED070 or 3ED080 or the other subject in semester 1, and 20 credits from 3ED100, 3ED090 or 3ED060 or the other subject or development modules in semester 2.

· If they take the 40 credits Special Study in the other subject then they will take 3ED030 and 3ED090, with the option of 20 credits from 3ED070 or 3ED080 or the other subject in semester 1, and 20 credits from 3ED100 or 3ED060 or the other subject or development modules in semester 2.
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	Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Theology & Religious Studies
Tutor contact time at level 3 remains at 45 hours per module – where the module is a taught module. Some experiences at level 3 involve full independent learning where the student generates the focus for study and carries out independent research. Independent learning may include field work, or a placement which are negotiated by the student; all independent modules are approved by the Theology Quality Panel and supervised by a tutor in the subject area. In these experiences tutor contact is limited to supervisory hours of five hours per module. In addition, the student receives five hours of research skills input through a series of research seminars.

At level 3, independent learning is again up to 155 hours. Even more so than at previous levels, students in the subject area are encouraged to use the VLE to communicate with tutors and fellow students outside the scheduled sessions.

Formative assessment at level 3 is carried out in group work, and in draft reading for the long essays (4-5000 words). The group work includes questions that test understanding of key concepts, and groups are asked to feed back into a plenary session with the tutor present.

Independent learning is enhanced at level 3 through research modules, and long assignments within taught modules. The element of student choice of assignment titles is increased, along with the amount of self-reflective assessment in e.g. portfolios and learning journals.

At level 3, all students undertake at least one long (4000+ word) essay, as this prepares students for postgraduate study and/or professional report writing. The presentation elements are individual, rather than group.

Education Studies
Lectures

Individual/group tutorials

Seminars

Group discussions

Web-based mediated discussion groups

Project work (tutor-set and student-initiated)

Independent study through research and dissertation

Assignments

Essays

Individual presentations

Learning journals

   Dissertation




	Joint T&RS strand

Joint RS or CT strands

Joint RPE strand

Progress to level 2

2 core modules

2 core modules

2 core modules 

Progress to level 3

1 core module plus 20 from either the RS or CT strand options

1 core module plus 20 from the strand options

2 core modules

Ordinary award

20 credits – any TRS

20 credits – any TRS

20 credits – any TRS

Honours award

20 dissertation credits in either subject plus 20 or 40 from RS or CT options (depending on whether a TRS dissertation is chosen)

20 dissertation credits in either subject plus 20 or 40 from the strand options (depending on whether a TRS dissertation is chosen)

20 dissertation credits in either subject plus 20 or 40 from the strand options (depending on whether a TRS dissertation is chosen)

For Joint Honours, the minimum number of TRS credits per year is 40.

Education Studies

In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply in respect of progression and graduation: 
3ED997 and 3ED991 are compulsory for award if taken
	


	20.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· Joint Honours Framework

· The ‘Framework for Higher Education qualifications’ produced by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education
· Learning and Teaching Strategy 2007/8-2011/12



	21.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Admissions) 
· Programme validation document (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty)

· Module handbooks (Faculty)
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