PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

BA (Hons) Creative Writing – Joint Honours

(for 2010, 2011, 2012 entry)


	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	N/A

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Arts

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	BA (Joint Honours) Creative Writing

	6.
	Interim Awards


	Certificate of Higher Education

Diploma of Higher Education

Ordinary Degree

	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	BA (Joint Honours) Creative Writing 

	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	

	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)


	American Studies TW 78

English Language WQ 83

English Literature WQ 8H

History WV 81

Media WP 83

Theatre WW 84

	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	English

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2010, 2011, 2012

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	January 2010

October 2011
July 2012


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

             Over 3 years

Part-time:

            (Normally) Over 6 years


	14.


	Introduction and Special Features

	14-a
	Introduction

The Creative Writing Joint Honours programme joins a suite of Creative Writing programmes in the CCS hub.  These include the MA in Creative Writing, a Diploma in Creative Writing and the recently validated pathway English Literature with Creative Writing.
We expect students to come from a variety of social, educational and subject backgrounds into the Joint Honours programme.  Even though the programme will have links to the undergraduate English Literature programmes it will not be a Literature focused project, but cross-disciplinary.  


	14-b
	Special features of the programme.
The programme will include opportunities for students to work collaboratively in different learning situations such as e-learning, blogs, oral work and scriptwriting.  This will include collaborative writing and the possibility of working with Film and TV and Theatre


	
	students in the screen and scriptwriting processes.  The Joint Honours students will be provided with opportunities to develop links across their two subject areas and this will be an important element of this programme in recognising that students will be studying two subject areas.  The programme will provide opportunities for students to experiment with a variety of forms of forms.  The assessment strategy takes all these things into account in that it has been specifically set up to take into consideration the different and varied interests of the students we recruit and this is why the portfolio and reflective writing will be the key modes of assessment.
At appropriate moments in the curriculum, we may use visiting speakers. This has happened in the past with the other successful creative writing programmes.




	15.
	Criteria for Admission
The entrance requirements will be in line with entry requirements for subjects in the CCS hub and no subject specific qualification will be required.  The rationale for this is that the development group recognised that students would come from a variety of subject backgrounds (see rationale) and it would not be helpful to define particular subject areas that would benefit a student in admissions.  The first level of the award would be foundational, taking into account students with no creative writing background, but at the same time building on the knowledge and skills of students who enter with some background in creative writing.

It is recognised that potential students who have a portfolio of work may wish to discuss this with academic staff who will work on the programme.  Students will be invited to bring a sample of their work to the visit day if they wish.

Mature entry will be available for students wishing to enter this programme, subject to Head of Programme approval in each individual student case.
The overall IELTs score will be 6.0, with a score of at least 6 in the written element of the test. 

Students with the appropriate Level 1 credit may be considered for entry into Level 2.




	16.
	Programme Aims 
· To offer a creative writing opportunity that covers working a number of forms.
· To develop a practitioner focus opportunity in the CCS hub.
· To offer a programme that aligns with a market need.



	17 -1

	YSJU Level 1 / NQF Level 4 / FHEQ C

	17-1a
	Level 1 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will be able to:
Level 1 (Certificate of Higher Education)

1. Recognise a range of writing styles, forms and forms.

2. Communicate an awareness and understanding of textual strategies pertinent to those forms. 

3. Demonstrate an ability to learn how to learn.  

4. Demonstrate an ability to engage in peer evaluation.

	17-1b
	Level 1 Programme Structure and Content 

Level One will focus on developing subject knowledge and basic skill development in the structuring of both creative and critical writing.  The predominant learning and teaching method will be a combination of lectures and seminars supported by online activities.  The first semester at Level One pairs 1EN420 Writing for Academic Success (or module in the other subject), an introduction to reading and academic writing skills, with 1EN230 Forms of Narrative, a module introducing students to theories, concepts and debates in the study of narrative in order to enhance their understanding of narrative as it functions within literature and culture.  The second semester creative writing module, currently designated as 1CW010 Writing to Order, will explore what the discipline of creative writing might be when guided by varying imperatives of time, genre and function.

Modules for the Programme
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

Status of Module

1EN230 (for 2010 entry)

Forms of Narrative

20

1

C

1EN440 (from 2011 entry)

Forms of Narrative (Creative Writing)

20

1

C

1EN420

Writing for Academic Success

20

1

O

1CW010

Writing to Order

20

2

C

Status of Module will be either:

C: Compulsory, CP: Compulsory for progression to the next level, CA: Compulsory for award, O: option or E: elective



	17-1c
	Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
The Learning and Teaching strategy on this programme has been specifically designed to take account of the different interests that students will have on the programme. The main learning and teaching method will be the seminar model, accompanied by lectures, workshops and guest readings.  An initially broad range of studied modes and forms will turn to increasing specialisation.  The programme is structured to move from a student-focused learning and teaching strategy at Level One to a learning and teaching strategy that will be predominantly workshop based and aimed at supporting students as independent learners.

At Level 1, students are introduced to approaches to critiquing published work. We introduce them to the protocols and practices associated with creative writing workshopping.  This prepares them for workshopping at Levels 2 and 3.  
 
STRATEGY

MODULE

Essay OR creative writing with reflective self-commentary

1EN230 1EN440
Oral presentation + essay

1EN420

Creative writing ‘to order’ + reflective self-commentary

1CW010




	17 -2

	YSJU Level 2 / NQF Level 5 / FHEQ I



	17-2a
	Level 2 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will be able to:
Level 2 (Diploma of Higher Education)
1. Employ developed editing skills in the effective written communication of narratives, images, ideas, concepts and information. 

2. Demonstrate a developed understanding of structural, thematic and contextual concerns relevant to composition in selected forms. 

3. Apply the vocabulary and tools of critical analysis to their own and others’ work.


	17-2b
	Level 2 Programme Structure and Content 

Level Two will focus on developing subject knowledge and on the application of basic skills, again supported by on-line tasks.  2CW010 Varieties of Writing: Poetry and 2CW020 Varieties of Writing: Prose  will introduce students to various types of creative writing employed and seen in literary and other marketplaces, among them poetry, short fiction and life-writing.  These new modules will be supported by the existing English Literature module 2EN360 Researching Genre Fictions.  

N.B. Either 2EN410 or 2EN420 should be taken. In the event of query, students should seek advice from the Faculty’s Head of Joint Honours.
Modules for the Programme 
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

Status of Module

2CW010

Varieties of Writing: Poetry

20

1

C

2EN360 (for 2010 entry)
Researching Genre Fictions

20

1

O

2EN410 (from 2011 entry)
Researching Genre Fictions: sci-fi

20
1
O
2EN420 (from 2011 entry)
Researching Genre Fictions: comedy

20
1
O
2CW020

Varieties of Writing: Prose

20

2

C

2EN293

Working with Words

20

2

O

Status of Module will be either:

C: Compulsory, CP: Compulsory for progression to the next level, CA: Compulsory for award, O: option or E: elective


	17-2c
	Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
The Learning and Teaching strategy on this programme has been specifically designed to take account of the different interests that students will have on the programme. The main learning and teaching method will be the seminar model, accompanied by lectures, workshops and guest readings.  An initially broad range of studied modes and forms will turn to increasing specialisation.  The programme is structured to move from a student-focused learning and teaching strategy at Level One to a learning and teaching strategy that will be predominantly workshop based and aimed at supporting students as independent learners.

Assessment at Level Two is based on a reduced range of forms, thereby encouraging students to deepen their knowledge of specific forms. Mid-term formative assessment ensures that revision and redrafting take place before final, summative assessment. 

At Level 2, students continue to critique published work but increasingly read and critique each other’s work as well. At Level 2 analysis and critique of published work and students’ own work can achieve a 50:50 balance.
STRATEGY

MODULE

Module portfolio

2CW010, 2CW020

Literature review + research proposal

2EN360, 2EN410, 2EN420
Targeted CV and negotiated workplace learning agreement + portfolio

2EN293




	17-3
	YSJU Level 3 / NQF Level 6 / FHEQ H



	17-3a
	Level 3 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will be able to:
Level 3 (Ordinary degree)

1. Work independently to set goals, manage their own workload, and create a substantial body of work in a chosen genre.

2. Synthesize detailed knowledge of the contexts and conventions of the textual production and consumption of selected forms. 

3. Critically evaluate their own and others’ creative work in light of standards required for performance and/or publication. 
In addition to the level 3 outcomes above, in order to obtain the award with honours students will be able to:

4. Undertake a sustained project in either subject area



	17-3b
	Level 3 Programme Structure and Content 

Level Three will place a general emphasis on project work, again supported by online activities.  The first semester creative writing module at Level 3, 3CW020 Scriptwriting introduces students to the demands of writing for radio, stage, television or screen. In the second semester, 3CW010 Critiquing Writing will shift to a workshop format for delivery and peer-critique in small groups.  

The student experience will be enhanced by the visiting writers and speakers.  The Faculty of Arts has provided a visiting speaker budget to support this activity.

The Joint Honours will not include the 20 credit dissertation option.  This is because the portfolio option (3EN820) will have been completed prior to 3CW010 Critiquing Writing.  
Modules for the Programme 
Code
Title
Credits
Semester
Status of Module
3CW020

Scriptwriting

20

1

O

3TH390

Religion, Writing and the Creative Imagination

20

1

O

3CW010

Critiquing Writing

20

2

C

3EN820

Creative Writing Project

40

1 and 2

O (CA if chosen)

Status of Module will be either:

C: Compulsory, CP: Compulsory for progression to the next level, CA: Compulsory for award, O: option or E: elective


	17-3c
	Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
The Learning and Teaching strategy on this programme has been specifically designed to take account of the different interests that students will have on the programme. The main learning and teaching method will be the seminar model, accompanied by lectures, workshops and guest readings.  An initially broad range of studied modes and forms will turn to increasing specialisation.  The programme is structured to move from a student-focused learning and teaching strategy at Level One to a learning and teaching strategy that will be predominantly workshop based and aimed at supporting students as independent learners.

At Level 3 the shift in focus from the study of published work to the study of peer work is further emphasized, particularly in the module Critiquing Writing, in which students apply the repertoire of workshopping skills they have developed over the previous levels to evaluate, critique and, in so doing, improve each others’ work. 

Assessment at Level Three asks for increased specialization in one genre.  The special study gives students the opportunity to work independently to synthesize their subject knowledge and skills in a sustained 10,000 word piece.  An increased word count of 1000 words for the critical self-commentaries allows for deeper critical evaluation of their own cultural, critical, literary and historical contexts. 

STRATEGY

MODULE

Portfolio

3CW020

Extended piece of writing + critical commentary

3CW010

Creative writing with commentary

3TH390

Extended piece of writing with commentary

3EN820




	18.
	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for undergraduate awards apply to this programme.  These can be found in the Document Directory via the homepage.
In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply in respect of progression and graduation: 
· If chosen as an option, 3EN820 Creative Writing Project must be passed in order to achieve the award with honours.




	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· National Qualification Framework

· Professional and Statutory bodies
· NAWE benchmarks



	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Admissions) 
· Programme validation document (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty)

· Module handbooks (Faculty)
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