PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

BA (Hons) Theology and Religious Studies

BA (Hons) Religious Studies

BA (Hons) Christian Theology

(for 2010 entry only)


	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
	Teaching Institution


	York St John University

	3.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	n/a

	4.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Education and Theology

	5.
	Final Award(s)


	BA Honours / BA Ordinary in one of three strand titles: 

BA Theology and Religious Studies 

BA Religious Studies

BA Christian Theology



	6.
	Interim Awards


	· Certificate of Higher Education

· Diploma of Higher Education



	7.
	Programme Title(s)


	BA Theology and Religious Studies


	8.
	UCAS Code / GTTR / Other


	V600 Theology & Religious Studies
V620 Religious Studies

V610 Christian Theology



	9.
	Approved Combinations

(for Joint Honours programmes only)


	QV16 British Sign Language

NV26 Business Management

LV56 Counselling Studies

VX63 Education Studies

QV3P English Language

QV36 English Literature

PV36 Film Studies

VV16 History

RV86 Modern European Languages

TV96 Modern International Languages

WV36 Music

(with Theology & Religious Studies))



	10.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Theology and Religious Studies

	11.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2010-11

	12.
	Date Produced/Revised


	June 2012 (no change)


	13.
	Mode of Study

The programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Full-time:

             Over 3 years

Part-time:

             Over 4-6 years

Distance/distributed learning:
n/a



	14.


	Introduction and Special Features

	14-a
	Introduction

The BA (Hons) Theology and Religious Studies degree at York St John University covers the essential elements of major world religions, and theological, ethical and philosophical issues that arise in them. It also provides opportunities for students to explore the interface between religion and areas such as film; art; creative writing; gender; politics; psychology.

Students completing the programme take with them generic skills such as research; writing academically; self-management; oral communication; teamwork; effective use of IT. They also gain skills specific to the subject, which can be summed up as an informed understanding society and religion. This is very useful in all occupations dealing with people: teaching; health; social work; overseas development; police; ministry.
Up to 2008, the programme has been structured in such a way as to ensure that every student encounters study which includes elements of two major strands - Christian Theology and Religious Studies. From 2010, students may either continue to work in the two strands or specialise in one of them.
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	Special features of the programme.

The BA Specialist degree and Joint Honours pairings in Theology and Religious Studies are characterised by the following:

· Three strands: Theology & Religious Studies; Religious Studies; Christian Theology, which enable either breadth in the subject, or specialism;

· Compulsory modules (20 credit) across all three levels which focus on key skills;

· The choice of a range of optional modules (20 credit) each semester which enhance and develop understanding of the diversity of the three strands;

· The opportunity to study modern foreign languages; 

· The opportunity to engage in international exchange for a semester at Level 2 or a month during Level 3;

·  A compulsory level 3 module (specialist honours; in joint honours, it may be taken in Theology & Religious Studies or in the other subject) which includes independent research which may include field work or a placement in relation to some aspect of Christian Theology and/or Religious Studies;

· Other opportunities for independent research modules at level 3.

All students enter the programme as Theology & Religious Studies students. They may opt to transfer to the other strands after level 1, semester 2. All level 1 students will be advised as to the implications of module choices and their benefits for the transfer to particular strands in the future. No transfers between strands are permitted after the student has begun the level 2 programme.




	15.
	Criteria for Admission
The entry requirement for the programme is at least 2 A2 level subjects or the equivalent in 14-19 diplomas or a 12 unit GNVQ.

Candidates for entry must also have at least 3 GCSE passes at grade C or above including English Language.

Mature applicants may gain entrance by successfully completing the departmental paper and after interview. 

Those with appropriate APL/APEL may also be considered for entry after completing University APL/APEL documentation.

International applicants whose first language is not English will be required to demonstrate that they possess sufficient competence in written and spoken English to succeed in the programme of study. This will normally be demonstrated by IELTS band score of 6 overall with not less than 5.5 in listening and reading and 5.0 in speaking and writing, or equivalent.



	16.
	Programme Aims 
The BA Specialist and Joint Honours Theology and Religious Studies Programme specific aims are as follows:

· To offer a programme which is flexible so as to meet the needs of the diverse range of students who enrol through open access policies for admission where matriculation is broadly defined and incorporates flexibility, with full and part time modes of study.

· To provide opportunities for students to encounter the diversity that is Theology and Religious Studies with particular emphasis on the study of the strands Religious Studies and Christian Theology.

· To encourage students to explore and understand the importance and relevance of Theology and Religious Studies to an understanding of contemporary life and societies.

· To produce a learning experience which encourages open, rational and disciplined study within an environment of respect and tolerance for people and their religious beliefs and practices.

· To provide opportunities for studying Theology and Religious Studies through dialogue, placement and observation.

· To provide opportunities for students to develop as independent learners.

· To provide opportunities for students to study abroad through International Exchange Partnerships.

· To enhance the development of key learning skills which are relevant to the programme and to the demands of personal and professional living within and beyond the University community.

· To provide opportunities for students to explore potential personal, career and vocational pathways within a caring and supportive environment

The Joint Honours programme also conforms to the general aims and principles of the Joint Honours Framework.
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	YSJU Level 1 / NQF Level 4 / FHEQ C

	17-1a
	Level 1 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 1 (Certificate of Higher Education)

Note: These outcomes are closely based on the 2007 QAA national benchmarks for Theology & Religious Studies, which themselves follow the FHEQ level descriptors. They have been amended where necessary to better reflect the University learning outcomes for cognitive capabilities and key skills, including the five key skills areas: Communication; IT; Numeracy; Careers Orientation; Learning How to Learn. They also reflect the level outcome descriptors for the Joint Honours Framework.

In order to reflect the distinction between ‘threshold’ and ‘typical’ benchmark statements, the learning outcomes are followed for each skill category and at each level by statement indicating how students might move beyond the threshold outcomes to achieve what is regarded as a norm for the typical student, i.e. one who achieves within the higher class grading bands.

Knowledge and Understanding

1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of at least one religious tradition in some of its central forms; 

1.2 Describe in broad terms at least two of the following: political, social, textual, intellectual, historical, theological, ritual, ethical, institutional and aesthetic expressions of the religion(s) studied; 

1.3 Describe, where appropriate, the religion's or religions' classical sources and some key subsequent articulations by some interpreters of the tradition(s) in particular historical periods, and in particular social or geographical settings;

1.4 Summarise, represent and interpret a key selection of both primary and secondary sources; 

1.5 Demonstrate an awareness of key themes, debates, and methods of the discipline.

Students who demonstrate an initial development of the following skills in knowledge and understanding will achieve the higher grades: criticality, evaluative skills, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Cognitive skills (discipline specific)

1.6 Represent views other than the student's own with fairness and integrity and as appropriate express their own identity without denigration of others;
1.7 Demonstrate a growing awareness of the passion and claims to certainty that may arise in religious traditions, with their positive and negative effects; 
1.8 Demonstrate an awareness of the different characteristics of religions, for example, beliefs, texts, practices and institutions, and wider social and cultural structures, perspectives, norms, aesthetics and aspirations; 
1.9 Begin to use complementary methods of study, for example, philosophical, historical, systematic, dogmatic, phenomenological, linguistic, hermeneutical, empirical, speculative, social scientific, archaeological; 
1.10 Demonstrate a growing awareness of religious contributions to debate in the public arena about, for example, values, truth, beauty, identity, health, peace and justice; 
1.11 Demonstrate awareness of how personal and communal identities and motivations are shaped by religion.
Students who demonstrate an initial development of the following cognitive skills will achieve the higher grades: criticality, sophistication, academic judgement, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Generic and key transferable skills

1.12 Communicate information, ideas, arguments, principles and theories by a variety of means, for example, essays of various lengths which are clearly organised and presented; 
1.13 Communicate information, ideas, principles and theories by appropriate oral and visual means; 
1.14 Identify, gather and discuss secondary data and source material, and begin to examine primary texts; 
1.15 Attend to, reproduce accurately and begin to reflect on the ideas and arguments of others; 
1.16 Engage with empathy and integrity with the convictions and behaviours of others; 
1.17 Work collaboratively as a member of a team or group; 
1.18 Undertake some independent study under the guidance of tutors;
1.19 Use library resources in order to identify source material and compile bibliographies; 
1.20 Use IT and computer skills for data capture, to identify source material; 
1.21 Show self-awareness about one's own beliefs, commitments, and prejudices; 
1.22 Begin to understand the relationship between theories and the analysis of data;
1.23 Identify and begin to analyse contemporary issues

Students who demonstrate an initial development of the following generic skills will achieve the higher grades: effectiveness of approach, clarity of argument, interaction with the academic and faith communities, independence in thought and method.


	`
	Level 1 Programme Structure and Content 

At level 1, the curriculum is near to being fixed (with some choice between subjects in the Joint Honours for the ‘third’ module in each semester), because of recent directives on level 1 curriculum in the University. An important aspect of the level 1 curriculum as a preparation for levels 2 and 3 is that the Theology & Religious Studies strand and the Joint Honours curriculum are sufficient for progress to the strands in Christian Theology and Religious Studies. Thus any modules which are deemed very important for progress in a strand must be available to Theology & Religious Studies and Joint Honours students at level 1. The level 1 modules in this category include: Introduction to Islam; Introduction to Asian Religions (Religious Studies); Introduction to Christianity; The Story of the Bible (Christian Theology). Level 1 entrants will be advised that these modules, where they are elective, are desirable for those students who may wish to specialise in a strand at levels 2 and 3.

Modules for the Programme
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

TRS 

RS (SH)
CT (SH)
1TH053

Believing, Behaving, Belonging: the Social Psychology of Religion

20

2

O

O
O
1TH102

New Age & Pagan Spiritualities

20

1 or 2

O

C
1TH340

The Story of the Bible

20

1 or 2

O 
C
1TH350

Introduction to Islam

20

2

C

C
E
1TH360

Introduction to Asian Religions

20

1 or 2

C (SH),

O (JH)

C
1TH370

The Sikh Tradition

20

1 or 2

O 
O
1TH380

Contemporary Expressions of Christianity

20

1 or 2

O

C
1TH390

Foundations of Christian Theology

20

1 or 2

O

C
1TH400

Introduction to Christianity

20

1

C

C
C
1TH410

New Testament Greek

20

2

O

1TH420

Values and Virtues: Christian Ethics in Contemporary Society

20

1 or 2

O

C

1TH430

Jewish Belief and Practice

20

1 or 2

C (SH), O (JH)

C

O

SH = specialist honours, JH = joint honours (all TRS at level 1)
NB Modern foreign languages and British sign language modules are options at level 1
O = option, part of strand specified; E = elective, allowed to be taken outside strand, but limited by the rules of progression (see section 18)
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	Level 1 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Students will spend at least 24 hours per module in face-to-face scheduled group contact with their tutors (not including tutorials on request). In modules with off-site visits to places of worship or faith communities, or with visiting speaker this will be more, as the tutor facilitates these activities. The learning and teaching experience during the contact time will include a mixture of: tutor input (lecture), student discussion and feedback, student presentation, viewing of audio-visual materials and artefacts, engaging in dialogue with faith adherents / visiting speakers. 

In addition to the 24 hours (or more) face-to-face contact time, each module carries another 24 hours of Supported Open Learning (SOL) where students will engage in learning that has been structured by the tutor but does not necessarily include any tutor contact. Examples of SOL at level 1 include: guided reading, viewing of audio-visual resource with accompanying notes, structured group activities, use of University VLE for specified tasks, such as internet research, on-line seminars etc.

Students will also spend the non-contact/SOL time (128-152 hours per module) in independent study leading to assignments. Students in the subject area are encouraged to use the VLE to communicate with tutors and fellow students outside the scheduled sessions.

The Theology modules at level 1 normally include 2000 words of formative assessment. In Theology & RS, it must be attempted in a positive and focused way, in order for students to be motivated to use it effectively, in preparation for summative assessment. However, it does not count towards the summative mark and grade. Formative assessment includes: group presentations, where the activity gets students working together and learning about material that will be useful at a later point in the module or degree; working on-line to become accustomed to available resources in the subject; draft essays which may then be improved for summative assessment, thus giving tutors the opportunity to monitor the development of generic and key skills in HE.  Academic tutors will be utilised fully in the formative assessment, especially where it concerns generic and key skills. Thus will help them build a relationship with their tutees, firmly rooted in the curriculum, facilitating profiling, career development, and guidance in the choice of modules later in the degree.

Academic tutor process at level 1: ‘diagnostic essays’; establishing of key foundational skills, PDP.

Level 1 includes more assessed group and presentation work than levels 2 and 3. At level 1, this kind of activity is essential in helping students to build up confidence, a learning community and to learn to learn from each other. It is part of the formative assessment. In addition, studies and files are useful at level 1. The theme-based nature of a study means that a student can get used to doing research on a specific topic, and the file allows for the assessment of separate components such as: use of IT; review of resources; evaluation of own work.
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	Level 2 Programme Outcomes
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 2 (Diploma of Higher Education OR Foundation Degree)

See the note under Level 1 Programme Outcomes.

Knowledge and Understanding

2.1 Demonstrate knowledge of at least one religious tradition in some of its/their varied and central forms; 
2.2 Describe in broad terms some of the following: political, social, textual, intellectual, historical, theological, ritual, ethical, institutional and aesthetic expressions of the religion(s) studied; 
2.3 Describe, where appropriate, the religion's or religions' classical sources and their subsequent articulations by some interpreters of the tradition(s) in different historical periods, and in different social or geographical settings; 
2.4 Summarise, represent and interpret a range of both primary and secondary sources including materials from different disciplines; 
2.5 Demonstrate an awareness of key themes, debates, and methods of the discipline and, where appropriate, related disciplines from, for example, the humanities or the social sciences.
Students who demonstrate a continued development of the following skills in knowledge and understanding will achieve the higher grades: criticality, evaluative skills, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Cognitive skills (discipline specific)

2.6 Represent views other than the student's own with fairness and integrity and as appropriate express their own identity without denigration of others; 
2.7 Demonstrate awareness of the passion and claims to certainty that may arise in religious traditions, with their positive and negative effects; 
2.8 Demonstrate an awareness of the multi-faceted complexity of religions, for example in the relationship between specifically religious beliefs, texts, practices and institutions, and wider social and cultural structures, perspectives, norms, aesthetics and aspirations; 
2.9 Use a number of complementary methods of study, for example, philosophical, historical, systematic, dogmatic, phenomenological, linguistic, hermeneutical, empirical, speculative, social scientific, archaeological; 

2.10 Demonstrate awareness of religious contributions to debate in the public arena about, for example, values, truth, beauty, identity, health, peace and justice;
2.11 Demonstrate awareness of how personal and communal identities and motivations are shaped by religion, how this has both constructive and destructive effects, and how important such identities are.
Students who demonstrate a continued development of the following cognitive skills will achieve the higher grades: criticality, sophistication, academic judgement, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Generic and key transferable skills

2.12 Communicate information, ideas, arguments, principles and theories by a variety of means, for example, essays of various lengths which are clearly organised and presented; 
2.13 Communicate information, ideas, principles and theories by appropriate oral and visual means; 
2.14 Identify, gather and discuss primary data and source material, whether through textual studies or fieldwork; 
2.15 Attend to, reproduce accurately and reflect on the ideas and arguments of others; 
2.16 Engage with empathy and integrity with the convictions and behaviours of others; 
2.17 Undertake independent study including time management;
2.18 Use library resources in order to identify source material, compile bibliographies, inform research and enhance presentations; 
2.19 Use IT and computer skills for data capture, to identify source material and support research and  presentations; 
2.20 Show critical self-awareness about one's own beliefs, commitments, and prejudices;
2.21 Combine theories and the analysis of data in the solution of problems;

2.22 Begin to apply theories to contemporary issues.
Students who demonstrate a continued development of the following generic skills will achieve the higher grades: effectiveness of approach, clarity of argument, interaction with the academic and faith communities, independence in thought and method. 
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	Level 2 Programme Structure and Content 

At level 2, the curriculum is more flexible than at level 1, thus giving more scope for developing specialism. 

Modules for the Programme
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

TRS

RS

CT

2TH141

Reel Spirituality: Theology through Film

20

1 or 2

O

O

O

2TH181

Christian Theologians

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

2TH332

Religion and Human Diversity

20

1

C

C

C

2TH341

Theology: Action & Reflection

20

2

O

E

O

2TH360

New Religious Movements

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

2TH370

Buddhism in India & Southeast Asia

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

2TH380

Christian Spirituality

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

2TH390

Religions of East Asia

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

2TH400

Texts and Practice in Hindu Traditions

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

2TH410

Specialist Topic: Religious Studies

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

2TH420

Studying the Old Testament

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

2TH430

New Testament Themes

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

2TH440

Specialist Topic: Christian Theology

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

2TH450

Issues in Contemporary Judaism

20

1 or 2

O

O

O

NB Modern foreign languages and British sign language continuation modules are options at level 2
O = option, part of strand specified; E = elective, allowed to be taken outside strand, but limited by the rules of progression (see section 18)
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	Level 2 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
As at level 1, students will spend at least 24 hours per module in face-to-face group scheduled contact (not including individual tutorials on request) with tutors engaged in similar learning and teaching activities as at level 1. Modules involving visits will, as at level 1, include additional tutor contact hours. 

SOL at level 2 reduces as students become more proficient at independent and autonomous learning. SOL hours for level 2 modules are set at 12 hours per module and will include similar experiences as at level 1. One module, 2TH341, involves students in one day placement based learning where structured activities are set by the tutor and facilitated by a host visit leader. The module reflects this mode of learning in the increase in hours for SOL.

As in level 1, students will also spend the non-contact/SOL time (140-164 hours per module) in independent study leading to assignments. Students in the subject area are encouraged to use the VLE to communicate with tutors and fellow students outside the scheduled sessions.

Modules at level 2 are designed to help students move towards independent research study. 2TH332 prepares them to write research proposals, and consider methodologies; thus it is compulsory for both Specialist and Joint Honours. 2TH341 prepares students for level 3 research modules, through one day placement activities, and by allowing students to choose an issue on which to research and write a theological study.

Based on our experience and external examiner input, most of the work at levels 2 and 3 (which count towards degree classification) is individually assessed. There are still some opportunities for group work at these levels; even if not summatively assessed, it remains an important part of the teaching and learning process.

Formative assessment at level 2 is carried out in group work, and in draft reading where assignment styles are unfamiliar. The group work includes questions that test understanding of key concepts, and groups are asked to feed back into a plenary session with the tutor present. On-line quizzes are also being designed to test the acquisition of essential knowledge.

Academic tutor process at level 2: career selection; independent research selection; PDP.

At level 2, the relationship that is being built up between theory and application is best assessed in essays and studies. Portfolios establish and strengthen students’ self-reflective skills.
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	Level 3 Programme Outcomes
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

Level 3 (Ordinary degree) 3.1-3.17
Level 3 (Honours degree) 3.1-3.21
See the note under Level 1 Programme Outcomes.

Knowledge and Understanding

3.1 Demonstrate knowledge of at least one religious tradition in some of its varied and central forms; 
3.2 Describe with some analysis some of the following: political, social, textual, intellectual, historical, theological, ritual, ethical, institutional and aesthetic expressions of the religion(s) studied; 
3.3 Describe with some analysis the religion's or religions' classical sources and their subsequent articulations by some interpreters of the tradition(s) in different historical periods, and in different social or geographical settings; 
3.4 Summarise, represent and interpret a range of both primary and secondary sources including materials from different disciplines; 
3.5 Demonstrate an awareness of a range of themes, debates, and methods of the discipline and, where appropriate, related disciplines from, for example, the humanities or the social sciences.

Students who demonstrate an academic maturation of the following skills in knowledge and understanding will achieve the higher grades: criticality, evaluative skills, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Cognitive skills (discipline specific)

3.6 Represent views other than the student's own with fairness and integrity and as appropriate express their own identity without denigration of others; 
3.7 Demonstrate a developed awareness of the passion and claims to certainty that may arise in religious traditions, with their positive and negative effects; 
3.8 Demonstrate a developed awareness of the multi-faceted complexity of religions, for example in the relationship between specifically religious beliefs, texts, practices and institutions, and wider social and cultural structures, perspectives, norms, aesthetics and aspirations; 
3.9 Use and be able to choose appropriately a number of complementary methods of study, for example, philosophical, historical, systematic, dogmatic, phenomenological, linguistic, hermeneutical, empirical, speculative, social scientific, archaeological; 
3.10 Demonstrate a developed awareness of religious contributions to debate in the public arena about, for example, values, truth, beauty, identity, health, peace and justice; 
3.11 Demonstrate a developed awareness of how personal and communal identities and motivations are shaped by religion, how this has both constructive and destructive effects, and how important such identities are.
Students who demonstrate an academic maturation of the following cognitive skills will achieve the higher grades: criticality, sophistication, academic judgement, coverage of range (breadth and depth).

Generic and key transferable skills

3.12 Attend to, reproduce accurately and reflect on the ideas and arguments of others, with some critical analysis; 
3.13 Engage reflectively with empathy and integrity with the convictions and behaviours of others; 
3.14 Use library resources in order to identify source material, compile bibliographies, inform research and enhance presentations, including some engagement with specialised academic literature, for example, journal articles; 
3.15 Use IT and computer skills for data capture, including advanced academic bibliographical databases, to identify source material and support research and  presentations; 
3.16 Show critical and reflective self-awareness about one's own beliefs, commitments, and prejudices;
3.17 Combine theories and the analysis of data in the solution of complex problems.
(Additional learning outcomes for Honours degree)

3.18 Communicate information, ideas, arguments, principles and theories by a variety of means, including assignments comprising at least 4000 word research-based essays;
3.19 Identify, gather and discuss primary data and source material, whether through textual studies or fieldwork, by making independent selections;

3.20 Undertake independent study including time management, and reflect constructively upon its success, identifying personal, professional and academic outcomes;

3.21 Apply theories to contemporary issues and practical situations.
Students who demonstrate an academic maturation of the following generic skills will achieve the higher grades: effectiveness of approach, clarity of argument, interaction with the academic and faith communities, independence in thought and method. 
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	Level 3 Programme Structure and Content 

At level 3, the curriculum allows for more negotiation of independent study than at level 1, and therefore includes independent research modules, thus facilitating the maturation of specialism in particular sub-disciplines. 

Modules for the Programme
Code

Title

Credits

Semester

TRS

RS

CT

3TH142

Negotiated Study 1

20

1

O

O

O

3TH152

Negotiated Study 2

20

2

O

O

O

3TH191

Contemporary Christianity

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

3TH201

Religion & the Visual Arts

20

1 or 2

O

O

O

3TH331

Philosophy in World Religions

20

2

O

O

E

3TH350

Feminist Theologies

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

3TH360

Women in Asian Religions

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

3TH370

Gospel Women

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

3TH380

Religion & Social Change in Asia

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

3TH390

Religion, Writing & the Creative Imagination

20

1 or 2

O

O

O

3TH400

Popular Religion

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

3TH410

Religion in Global Context

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

3TH420

Biblical Texts

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

3TH430

Islam in the Modern World

20

1 or 2

O

O

E

3TH440

Options and Issues in Moral Theology

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

3TH470
Philosophies of Knowing: Science and Religious Worldviews
20
1 or 2
O
O
O
3TH532
Engaging in Theology

20

1 or 2

O

E

O

3TH998

Short Dissertation

20

1

O*

O*

O*

3TH999

Dissertation

40

1 and 2

O*

O*

O*

*Specialist honours must take either 3TH998 or 3TH999; Joint honours must take one of these or a research module in the other subject
O = option, part of strand specified; E = elective, allowed to be taken outside strand, but limited by the rules of progression (see section 18)


	17-3c
	Level 3 Teaching and Learning and Assessment Strategies
Tutor contact time at level 3 remains at 24 hours per module – where the module is a taught module. Some experiences at level 3 involve full independent learning where the student generates the focus for study and carries out independent research. Independent learning may include field work, or a placement which are negotiated by the student; all independent modules are approved by the Theology Quality Panel and supervised by a tutor in the subject area. In these experiences tutor contact is limited to supervisory hours of five hours per module. In addition, the student receives five hours of research skills input through a series of research seminars.

At level 3,  independent learning is between 144-168 hours. Even more so than at previous levels, students in the subject area are encouraged to use the VLE to communicate with tutors and fellow students outside the scheduled sessions.

Formative assessment at level 3 is carried out in group work, and in draft reading for the long essays (4-5000 words). The group work includes questions that test understanding of key concepts, and groups are asked to feed back into a plenary session with the tutor present.

Independent learning is enhanced at level 3 through research modules, and long assignments within taught modules. The element of student choice of assignment titles is increased, along with the amount of self-reflective assessment in e.g. portfolios and learning journals.

Academic tutor process: career applications & references; postgraduate advice; PDP.

At level 3, all students undertake at least one long (4000+ word) essay, as this prepares students for postgraduate study and/or professional report writing. The presentation elements are individual, rather than group.





	
	


	19.
	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA subject benchmark statement

· National Qualification Framework




	20.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Admissions) 
· Programme validation document (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)

· Student programme handbook (Faculty)

· Module handbooks (Faculty)
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