
 

 

York St John University HEAR 6.1 Approved Activity 

Activity Type: Award 

Activity Name Activity Verifier Student Enquiries email 

Take-off 

 

Careers and Student 
Opportunities Team 

careers@yorksj.ac.uk  

Activity Description  

Take-off is a careers and employability programme. This is one of three levels which contribute to 
the milestone Career Award, encouraging students to begin to build or develop existing 
employability skills. The programme incorporates attributes which York St. John University aims to 
develop in all its graduates; independence, self-awareness, resilience, aspirations, digital literacy, 
confidence, adaptability and communication. This Open Badge award will allow potential employers 
to see how the student has engaged with planning their future at an early stage. Take-off is available 
to all York St John University students who complete the associated tasks during the course of their 
studies. Upon completion, students will have undertaken a mock interview, set themselves SMART 
career goals, reflected on workplace professionalism and practised writing a cover letter/personal 
statement. Skills developed through the mock interview will facilitate students’ confidence and 
ability to communicate effectively, preparing them for the transition from Student to Graduate.  
 

 As this programme is self-directed there is no specified time-scale for completion.  

 Please note that students are not required to undertake these badges in order, they are 
encouraged to begin with the badge they feel is most appropriate to their immediate 
learning needs and then collect the other two as works best for them.  
 

Completion Criteria Activity Website (if available) 

Complete 4 mandatory tasks and 2 out of a possible 3 
optional tasks: 
Mandatory: 

- Undertake a mock interview with a Careers 
Adviser 

- Upload a personal statement for an application 
for a job or further study 

- Complete the online ‘Starting in a new Role’ 
module 

- Submit a finalised Career Planner 
Optional: 

- Complete the Lynda.com interview module 
- Take a practice interview in the online system 

- Attend a Careers-related workshop 

https://www.careercentre.me/Members  
 
 
The evidence is held in Manage Your 
Future (above) and all learning outcomes 
are measured by student engagement 
with interactive online tutorials, either 
from within Manage Your Future or from 
Lynda.com.   
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