Teaching Strategies to use with Deaf students

Many of the points relating to teaching strategies constitute good practice for all students, whether deaf or hearing, but they are particularly helpful to ensure that deaf students, especially those who lip-read, participate fully and gain maximum benefit from your teaching. 
Bear in mind that different teaching situations require different strategies to ensure that students have full access to information. It is often necessary to be adaptable.
Each deaf student is different. Check with your student(s) which strategies would be most helpful. 
(Use the following menu options to find out how to ensure your teaching strategies are accessible to deaf and hard of hearing students) 

Personal Delivery 

Lip-reading requires great concentration. Three quarters of it is guesswork so clear speech and contextual clues are vital for understanding.
Speech: Speak clearly and naturally at a reasonable pace. 

Don't shout - this actually distorts lip patterns and makes you harder to lip-read!

Visibility: To be able to lip-read the deaf student needs to be able to see your face:-

· Make every attempt to face the class at all times 

· Try not to cover your mouth or obscure your face 

· Avoid walking around the room or nodding your head too much 

· Try not to stand with a light or window behind you as this can cast shadows which makes your face difficult to see

· Pause or stop speaking when writing on the board or flip-chart as you will have your back to students 

Face: Try to maintain eye contact when talking to a deaf student individually. Give additional visual clues by using facial expression and gesture.

Position: The deaf person should be seated where she/he can see the interpreter (if used) or you easily and clearly. Ideally, the student should have his/her back to windows or strong light sources.

Gaining Attention: Be sure to gain the deaf person's attention before you start speaking. Wave your hand, flash the light, or, if necessary, ask the person's neighbour to tap a shoulder or arm.
Presentation 

Context: Before starting a discussion or changing the subject let the deaf person know the topic being discussed, perhaps by writing up the title on the board. Lip-reading is much easier when the subject area is known. 
Structure: Try to structure your session and guide students through changes of topics. 
Content: Try to use plain English and explain technical/theoretical words and phrases. It is better to speak in complete sentences rather than single words or phrases and if the student doesn't understand, rephrase rather than repeat. 
Pace: Try to allow a little extra time for the deaf student to assimilate information and respond before going on to the next stage. Break the session up so that the deaf student is not lip-reading for long periods at a time. Contributions: Questions and contributions from elsewhere in the room may not be heard so it is helpful to repeat the question before going on to answer it. 

Visual Aids
Visual aids can be a tremendous help to deaf people but they need to be prepared and used appropriately.
When to use extra visual aids:-

Vital Information: Ensure that verbal information such as ….

· room changes 

· cancelled sessions 

· assignment deadlines 

....are written down and understood. 

New Vocabulary: Try to provide new vocabulary in advance or write it on the board or OHP. Unknown words are impossible to lip-read.


When using OHPs, boards or flipcharts, allow the students’ time to read the information before starting to speak again. It is impossible to read new information and lip-read at the same time! 
Videos and Tapes: Try to use subtitled videos wherever possible or contact the Specialised Learning Resources Unit (SLRU) to obtain a transcript of the commentary. If interpreters are being used, they will also need to see a copy of the video in advance.
Checklist 

Things to provide for deaf students - in advance wherever possible.
· Your session plan 

· Copies of handouts, OHTs and lecture notes 

· Handouts which outline key points 

· Lists of new technical terms/vocabulary 

· Book lists 

These steps allow deaf students to obtain correct spelling and meaning, to contextualise the content of lectures and prepare for the session, particularly with regard to new vocabulary. 

Seminars and Group Work 

A variety of different situations can arise in practical sessions and it is impossible to cover all of them here. Here is a selection of key points:
Size: The optimum size of group for a deaf person is between 6 and 10. If a group is bigger than this it is unlikely that people will be near enough to lip-read and following contributions to discussions becomes more complicated. 
Try to be flexible with the timetable to ensure that, as far as possible, any deaf students are members of smaller groups 

Seating 

· Arrange the room in a circle or horseshoe shape so that the student can see everyone. 

· Make sure no one is silhouetted against the light. 

· The student may like to sit next to the Chair as comments will be addressed that way, or alternatively next to a note-taker so that he or she can pick up on missed discussion and follow changes in subject.

Chairing: Allocate a Chairperson for each seminar/discussion. You should ensure that this person controls the discussion, encourages members to speak up and prevents unnecessary interruptions when people are speaking. 
It is particularly important in open discussions that other students take turns in speaking and give the student who is deaf time to look in their direction before starting to speak. 

Make a rule that all contributors must raise a hand before they speak and that only one person speaks at a time.
Equipment: If the student is using a radio microphone or loop system please remember that all contributors to the discussion will need to speak into the microphone. Ensure that is known to the group before discussion starts. 

Practicals, Lab and Studio Work
Hints and Tips:

· Remember, don't stand behind the student when he or she is working - s/he cannot watch their work and lip-read you at the same time. 

· When teaching points arise during the session as a result of supervising the work of other students, remember to attract the deaf student's attention before speaking. 

· During demonstrations make sure that the deaf student can see clearly what you are saying and doing.
Field Trips and Placements:

Special provision may have to be made for students on field trips or placements. A student who copes well with lip-reading in a lecture theatre may be quite unable to manage without further support when on a windy beach or moor or in a noisy factory. Be flexible and talk through the possible options and solutions with the student well in advance to avoid problems.

General Points 
· Encourage social inclusion for deaf students e.g. opportunities should be made for hearing students to receive deaf awareness training. 
· Students may require additional tutorials after the session in order to clarify/explain concepts. An interpreter may need to be booked in advance for this session. 
