Appendix A 

Guidance for students and the parents of students
who will be aged under 18 on entry

York St John University is committed to the safety and well-being of all its students. It is aware of special responsibilities which apply in the case of those who are legally minors but recognises that, as an adult learning environment, its systems are not primarily directed towards the needs of young students who are legally regarded as children. The normal policy of the University is that students will be at least 17 and preferably 18 on entry. Each year the University is asked to consider a small number of applicants who will not yet be 18 on entry. Such students will turn 18 within the first term of study ie before Christmas of that year. Nevertheless, such applicants are regarded as children under UK law. We therefore ask that you consider the following points before deciding whether to accept our offer of a place:

1. The University cannot assume parental responsibility for a student under the age of 18. Students and their families should bear in mind that the University is an adult environment. Students are expected to behave like adults and to assume adult levels of responsibility. Students will be required to study and live independently alongside people from a wide variety of backgrounds.

2. The University has a Safeguarding Policy and a Prevent Policy in place to protect the welfare of all students, including those under 18. However, as an institution designed for adult learners, the university safeguarding measures are not equivalent to those found in schools and colleges. 

3. If parents or guardians are unwilling for their child to engage with study material which might be of an adult nature, participate in activities such as overnight field trips which may be a part of the proposed programme of study, or any other activity which is likely to be part of the programme, they must contact the University to discuss this before any offer is accepted. If this would, in the University's reasonable opinion, have a significant detrimental effect on the student's experience, the University reserves the right to amend an offer so as to admit the student only once he or she reaches 18.

4. Students for Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Paramedic Science, Diagnostic Radiography and Primary Teaching will need to be 18 by the time that they commence their first placement. Initial placements for these courses take place in the first half of our first term so in practice, we need student son these courses to be at least 18 years of age by 1st October during the first year of their course. Applicants who will not be 18 years of age by that point will be offered deferred entry to the following year.

5. Consent for emergency medical treatment may be required before parents or guardians can be contacted. The University therefore requires parents or guardians to give their consent so that, in the case of medical emergency, the University has permission to act on medical advice and do what is in the best interests of the child. Parents or guardians are responsible for ensuring that the University has been informed of any special needs or requirements or pre-existing medical conditions.

6. Persons under the age of 18 are unable to enter into contracts. Where these are required, for tuition fees or accommodation for example, the University requires parents or guardians to act as guarantors. This means that they must pay any sums agreed under a contract if the student fails to do so. Failure to pay debts due to the University could result in the student's enrolment at the University being suspended or terminated.

7. Although those under 18 are regarded as children under the law, they still have the right under the Data Protection Act for information about them not to be disclosed without their consent. This means that the University is not able to give information to parents or guardians regarding the students’ progress, results or any other personal circumstance unless the students have given their specific consent. Students are able to nominate a trusted contact as part of the enrolment process, which enable the University to contact the trusted contact in the event of concerns around safety or wellbeing.

8. The University’s Complaint Policy is student-led, meaning complaints can only be started and progressed by the student. Similarly, parental involvement in disciplinary matters is generally not permitted, as these processes are designed to develop the student’s independence and accountability within the University environment in preparation for the workplace.

9. Students under the age of 18 will not be able to purchase alcohol and may not drink alcohol on university premises. All students are subject to random checks in relation to their age when using licensed University facilities.

10. The university offers a range of support services, including welfare, wellbeing, disability and academic support which are available to all enrolled students,. Students are encouraged to reach out to these services if needed.


11. Students under the age of 18 will not be able to hold office in University or Students' Union clubs and societies and their participation in certain activities may be limited. Students may be asked to declare their age so that the appropriateness of their participation in such activities may be assessed.  Students who are under 18 are required to be proactive in offering this information when requested.

12. Where parents or guardians are not resident in the UK, they should appoint a guardian for a student under 18 on entry. The University should be provided with the contact details for this person and must be sure that he or she has agreed to act in this capacity. A consent form is provided for this purpose. Being a guardian involves carrying out the tasks and responsibilities of the parent as delegated by the child's parents. As such it is a private arrangement between the parents and the guardian. The University is not able to assist parents in finding a suitable guardian but, for those families who do not have friends or relatives in the UK , a list of accredited agencies can be obtained from:

The Association of Educational Guardians for International Students (AEGIS) 
The Wheelhouse
Bond’s Mill Estate
Bristol Road
Stonehouse
Stroud 
GL10 3RF
Tel +44 (0)1453 821293
Email:  info@aegisuk.net 

 If you are happy with these points, and you and your parents or guardians decide to accept the offer from York St John University, please sign and return the consent forms attached. Please note that consent forms will be passed on to the Director of Student Support and the relevant academic staff.


Appendix B

Parental Consent Form
for a Student Aged Under 18 on Entry


· I understand and accept that York St John University does not accept full parental responsibility for my son/daughter.

· I understand and accept that York St John University is an adult environment and that my son/daughter will generally be treated as an adult.

· I consent to the activities that my son/daughter will be undertaking as a necessary part of his/her studies.

· I consent to York St John University acting on medical advice in the best interests of my son/daughter to authorise emergency medical treatment if it is not possible to contact a parent or an appointed guardian.

· I understand and accept that York St John University internet and e-mail services are provided on the principle of unrestricted access.

· I agreed to accept liability for my son/daughter’s debts to York St John University, and I will enter into a legally binding guarantee if requested by the University.  I agree to be liable for his/her actions.

· I understand and accept that while studying at York St John University my son/daughter will be subject to the UK law and rules of the University.

· I understand and accept that York St John University cannot release information relating to my son/daughter, either academic or personal, without my son or daughter giving the University express consent for this. 

Name of Student:										

Programme of Study:									

I declare that I have read and accept the above conditions.

Name of Parent or Guardian 1:										
Signature of Parent or Guardian 1:									
Name of Parent or Guardian 2:										
Signature of Parent or Guardian 2:									
Date:												

Please return form with a copy of your birth or adoption certificate.
Return to: Head of Admissions, York St John University, Lord Mayor’s Walk, York YO31 7EX or scan and e-mail to admissions@yorksj.ac.uk 


Appendix C

Notification of a UK Guardian
for a Student Aged Under 18 on Entry


Name of Student:										

Programme of Study:									

Name of Parent 1:										

Name of Parent 2:										

I confirm that the person named below has been empowered to act as guardian for my son/daughter whilst in the UK and until he or she is 18.

Name of Guardian:										

UK guardian’s contact details:

Address:											

												

												

												

Telephone Number:									

Fax Number:										

Email:											

Signature of Parent 1:									

Signature of Parent 2:									

Signature of Guardian:									

Date:												

	
Please return form with a copy of your birth or adoption certificate.	
Return to: Head of Admissions, York St John University, 
Lord Mayor’s Walk, York YO31 7EX or scan and e-mail to admissions@yorksj.ac.uk 


