












When campus closed and classes moved online, the 
Class of 2020 fnished their degrees in front of webcams 
and celebrated without family and friends. There were 
no celebratory pictures of dissertation hand-ins in the 
Quad, no fnal society meetings and no end-of-degree 
parties. Travel restrictions have postponed or cancelled 
exploratory and celebratory trips abroad, while a 
narrowing job market has left new alumni struggling to 
fnd work and internship opportunities, impacting their 
future career plans. 

However, it’s not all doom and gloom for the Class of 
2020. Campus may have been closed for teaching, 
but students found new and creative ways to mark the 
end of their student journey. Some managed to take 
socially distanced pictures outside the front entrance to 
celebrate their dissertations. Webcams helped the Class 
of 2020 host goodbye parties online, and the power of 
social media allowed them to share their achievements 
with loved ones. 

The Class of 2020 might not have been able to start 
their life as alumni as anticipated, but we hope you will 
join us in welcoming them to the alumni community with 
open arms. Their degrees came to an end of-campus, 
but their time as YSJ alumni is just beginning - and this 
journey is lifelong! 
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THE 
CORONAVIRUS 
CLASS OF 2020 

Empty streets, restricted movement and a government order to stay 
home; you’d be forgiven for thinking this was a dystopian novel come to 
life. Instead, these were the conditions that the Class of 2020 faced whilst 
completing their degrees and looking ahead to their future. Our alumni 
usually undertake further study, go travelling, or fnd job opportunities: 
Covid-19 has undoubtedly complicated the Class of 2020’s plans. 

@YSJUAlumni www.yorksj.ac.uk/alumni 

#WeAreYSJ  
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Class of 2020! It’s not too late 
to add your name to our growing 
digital graduation banner. Send 
an email to alumni@yorksj.ac.uk 
with a photo of your handwritten 
signature – we’ll do the rest. 

Covid 19 has taught everyone the 
importance of community, something 
which YSJ alumni are already familiar 
with. Our Careers team is working hard to 
source and advertise opportunities for the 
Class of 2020, can you help them? Whether 
a short internship, a more permanent role, 
or industry advice, you could be the key to 
helping the newest members of the YSJ 
alumni community overcome the impact 
of Covid 19. If you can help, please email 
alumni@yorksj.ac.uk. 

mailto:alumni@yorksj.ac.uk
mailto:alumni@yorksj.ac.uk
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GRAYS COURT: 
STEPPING INTO 
THE PAST 

If you have ever taken a little detour of Goodramgate, or walked St John’s College became linked with Grays Court in 1949 when 
along a particular stretch of the Walls, you will have experienced it housed the Department of History, which was followed by 
something of the cobbled courtyard and beautiful gardens of English and Theology. A Grade I listed house, Grays Court has 
Grays Court. If you were a student at St John’s College, you been privately owned since 2005 and now welcomes guests to 
might have even been lucky enough to study there. its award-winning luxury accommodation. 

But the building has a much longer history. 

ROMAN BEGINNINGS 
Grays Court stands on the site of a Roman legionary fortress. Excavators and renovators during the 1800s and 1900s made 
numerous discoveries, including a tile stamped with the Roman legion Legio VI, two 4th century coins, and a statue of a male 
fgure thought to be one of the Dioscuri from Greek and Roman mythology. 

Grays Court was the original Treasurer’s House, home to the treasurers of York from the 11th to the 16th century.  It has welcomed 
some big names over the years, including royalty. The frst post-Reformation owner was Henry VIII’s brother-in-law, Edward 
Seymour, Duke of Somerset. He was given the house in 1547 by Henry’s son and his nephew, King Edward VI. In the next 
century, King James I not only dined there, but knighted eight noblemen in the Long Gallery one evening. 

The building retains the only private access to York’s City Walls because the 300-metre stretch of Wall which bounds Grays 
Court was donated to the City in 1878 by Edwin Gray, the Lord Mayor of York. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Grays Court has a claim on being the oldest continuously occupied house in Britain. There have been 
numerous reported sightings of ghosts… 

OUR ALUMNI HERITAGE 
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Since we opened in 1841 with just one student, Edward Cordukes, we 
haven’t stopped growing. Though student life is almost unrecognisable 
from the mid-19th century, we are still committed to our founding 
values of social justice and widening participation in education. 

With so much alumni heritage to look back on, you can read more 
about our historical journey at yorksj.ac.uk/about/our-history. 
Follow us on social media for our regular throwbacks – a quick dose of 
our heritage highlights! @ysjualumni 

A TYPICAL DAY FOR THE FIRST 
STUDENTS AT ST JOHN’S COLLEGE 
5:30am Rise and shine! 
6:00 - 6:45am First study period, followed 

by breakfast and prayers 
5:00 - 6:30pm Work in the gardens or a 

military drill to work up an appetite 
for supper 

7:00 - 9:40pm More study, then more prayers 
10:00pm Your gas is turned of, so get to bed 

and wrap up warm! 

Ripon College during the Second World War 
During the Second World War, students at Ripon dedicated their free time to war work. This included knitting, digging 
for victory, gaining frst aid certifcates, and raising money for the local Spitfre Fund. 

Mixing it up 
During the 1960s, both Ripon and St John’s College went 
from being single-sex institutions to welcoming both male 
and female students. However, it wasn’t always a smooth 1960S 
transition. In 1971, the Ripon Principal, Miss Gage, wrote in 
the Association magazine: 

Exploring the Heritage Trail 
“Our status as a mixed college is now taken for granted 

The York St John University Heritage Trail is a though many of us fnd it hard to come to terms with 
self guided walk that explores some important the indisputable fact that men students are neither as 
moments of our history. Even if you are too far quiet nor as tidy as some women students.” 
from campus to do the walk, you can read the 

stories behind some of the University’s older John Maw, who was instrumental in developing and 
curating the extensive collection of York St John buildings and objects. 
memorabilia that now forms our Heritage Trail, sadly died in 
August last year. As a student, lecturer and volunteer, John The trail is available to download here: 
was always incredibly passionate about the University. In 

yorksj.ac.uk/media/content-assets/about/ 2002 John was awarded an Honorary Fellowship by York 
documents/YSJU---Heritage-Trail-Web-Final. St John, recognising his outstanding contribution to the 

pdf University throughout his lifetime. John was made an MBE 
in 2009 for his services to higher education and to the 
community of York. 
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NEW ARTS HUB 
FOR YORK 
CREATIVITY HAS ALWAYS BEEN AT THE CORE OF 
YORK ST JOHN AND ITS FOUNDING COLLEGES. 
Our alumni win Baftas, write and produce documentaries, set 
up dance troupes, produce community drama, make music, 
commentate sport, and work behind the scenes at Sky Sports, 
ATP media and major flm companies. Former students include 
award winning actress and writer Julia Davis, singer Bella 
Hardy, Radio 2 producer-presenter Tim Smith and novelist Jack 
Linley. Our creative legacy is huge – and we want to ensure it 
continues that way. 

That’s why the University is investing in a new centre at the 
heart of the campus, providing computer science, media 
production, drama and music students with the facilities 
they need to fourish. Designed by one of the UK’s leading 
sustainable architects, Tate Harmer, the new building refects 
the power of natural environments to enhance learning and 

“Innovative and industry 
standard teaching 
spaces for specialist 
subjects like computer 
science and media 
production are vital for 
our students. The new 
centre will ofer this 
as well as a great new 
performance space for 
the community.” 
YSJ Operating CEO, Rob Hickey 

includes lecture halls, specialist studios and labs kitted out 
with cutting-edge technology. Its 200-seat auditorium and 
recital space are intended to enhance the local community, 
providing much needed performance space in the centre of 
the city. 

This year, we have seen how important the creative arts, in 
many diferent forms, are for maintaining our mental wellbeing. 
A major upgrade to the teaching spaces will help our future 
graduates in computer science, media, television and flm, 
music, and drama to be successful in a competitive industry. 

Building work, by newly appointed contractors, Kier, began in 
February 2020 and the centre is due to open next year. 

“Dream big! Put positive things into the world. 
Anyone who’s got some energy, take your ideas, 
make things, get your stuf rolling…” 
Eddie Izzard – comedian, actor, linguist, marathon runner and  
Honorary Graduate of York St John University 
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Indoor courts coming to York St John University 
If you did want to play a bit of tennis in York, you might fnd it difcult 
to fnd somewhere to swing your racket in all but the fairest of 
weather due to the lack of indoor tennis provision in the city. 

York St John University is planning to make tennis a year-round sport 
for the whole community with high quality indoor courts open to 
students, school groups and the general public. Even better? There 
will be no need for membership. 

The proposed centre will be the only indoor tennis facility for 
community use of its kind in York. 

You cannot be serious 
The £1 million project is being jointly funded by York St John 
University and the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), the national 
governing body for tennis. The plan is to build three indoor courts 
which will be accessible 14 hours a day, 48 weeks a year. 

The three existing outdoor courts will remain a feature for fair 
weather matches. The indoor courts will expand keen players’ options 
to include evening and winter tennis practice. 

“We’re looking 
forward to welcoming 
tennis players of all 
ages and abilities, 
all year round. Our 
programmes and 
partnership with 
Down the Line Sports 
will support children 
from the age of 3 
upwards and the 
winter months will no 
longer be a barrier to 
enjoying tennis.” 
Lucie Crowley, YSJ Active Sports  
Facility and Service Coordinator 

Giving everyone the advantage 
LTA says, “Our vision is ‘Tennis opened up’, 

and our mission is to grow tennis by making it 
relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable.” 

The building will be fully accessible for disabled 
users and the LTA also intends to establish a 
disability coaching programme at the centre. 

Participation in tennis is often limited by 
fnancial constraints – costs such as gym fees 

can make it difcult or impossible for people 
to engage with the sport. Haxby Road’s new 

Tennis Centre will help to widen participation, 
spark inspiration and encourage more people 

to love tennis. 

We could soon be welcoming the 
next generation of Wimbledon 

stars to our campus! 
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CAN YOU HELP THEM 
ACHIEVE THEIR DREAMS? 

“The scholarship I received was absolutely essential to When St John’s College was founded back 

2020 ALUMNI CROSSWORD 
Welcome to our new alumni crossword. With clues ranging 
from local trivia about York to historical facts about YSJ, 

1 
there’s plenty to make you think. Once you’ve completed 
it, let us know how long it took by contacting us on social 

2media, or emailing us at alumni@yorksj.ac.uk. 
me fnishing my degree,” explains E, who gave birth to in 1841 we had one clear purpose: to train We’d love to know which alumni group is the  

|

3her daughter in the middle of her fnal year. Nine months 
the sons and daughters of working people fastest, so make sure to include your  

later she graduated with a frst at York Minster. Thanks 4 

graduation date too. Good luck! as teachers. to the generosity of alumni like you she could aford 5 6 7 

essential childcare to help her attend her fnal lectures 
Nearly 180 years later, we don’t just train teachers 

and research her dissertation. She is now continuing her 8 9 10 |anymore, but we still live up to our founding principle. 
studies and plans to be a radiographer. 11 12Nearly 60% of our students come from backgrounds |

underrepresented in Higher Education. They may have Covid-19 has, unsurprisingly, created extra pressures. 
|| 

|
 

|
 

13 14spent some time in care, have a physical or mental The reduction in retail and hospitality roles caused 
disability, or be mature students with other demands on by the pandemic has a direct impact on our students. 
their time. These are the sectors where students would seek 15 16 

17part-time work to supplement their income, and our |We are proud of our social mobility work but recognise 
student support staf report an increase in the numbers 

that many of our students have extra challenges in 
expressing concern about their fnancial position. 

reaching their dreams. The University can make it easier 
18 

| 

for students to open the door to higher education, but Last year we could help only one in six of those who |

19 | 20sometimes other barriers limit their progress. applied and, to develop this support, we need to raise 
£18,000 per year from our alumni and friends. We would 

We introduced the Vice Chancellor’s scholarship last 
year. It ofers £1,000 per year to students who are 

like to ask for your help in transforming more lives. 
21 

battling exceptional circumstances. Students who are 
carers like B, or who are perhaps parents or estranged 
from their families. Students who really need a helping 
hand. 

B travels home several times a week, juggling  
caring responsibilities with her studies: 

Will you give just £5 a month to help exceptional 
students like B and E combine their studies with their 
caring responsibilities? 

If just 10% of you donate, we can guarantee our existing 
scholarships and help eight times as many students. 
Instead of changing just a handful of lives, we can 
change many. 

|
 

ACROSS 

2. Name of the street which has pubs,  DOWN 
clothing shops and a Betty’s tearoom. 
(9) 1. What was the original subject taught at St John’s College? (7) 

“I am a full time carer for a 
younger family member with a rare 
neurological condition. Without 
the Vice Chancellor’s scholarship 
afording my studies would be a lot 
harder. I’m grateful to the sponsors 
of the fund as without it, staying at 
YSJ would be a lot more difcult. 
The scholarship makes life a lot 
more bearable.” 
B, current scholarship recipient. 

Donate online at yorksj.ac.uk/support-us 
 To donate over the phone please call Billy 

between 10am and 4pm on 01904 876741. 

10. Name of the church where real-life 
‘Gentleman Jack’ Anne Lister sealed her 
union with Ann Walker in 1834. (4,7) 

11. Which local gemstone is often found 
in Roman graves around York? (6,3) 

13. Name of the English Heritage site 
located near Coppergate. (9,5) 

15. Surname of the sisters honoured in a 
plaque on campus for their contribution 
to women’s education. (5) 

17. What medieval tradition, resurrected 
in the 20th century, takes place every 
four years and documents biblical 
stories? (4,7,5) 

18. Where is Margaret Clitherow’s shrine 
located? (8) 

19. Name of the park which contains the 
Hospitium. (6,7) 

21. The York word for a small alleyway. 
(10) 

2. Royalist propaganda was issued from where during Charles I’s stay in York? (2,8,7) 

3. Name of the road where the university Sports Campus is located. (5) 

4. Which YSJ tradition is ‘that they should have life and have it more abundantly’ an 
English translation of? (5) 

5. The Phoenix building used to house what type of school? (7) 

6. Name of the twice yearly event held in the Students’ Union and started by an 
Archbishop? (7) 

7. Name of the group of buildings on Goodramgate dating from 1316. (3,5,3) 

8. Name of the building where workmen claimed to see a group of Roman soldiers in 
1953. (10,5) 

9. Name of the flm festival that holds events on campus. (10) 

12. What did the Vikings call York? (6) 

13. Surname of the frst student at St John’s College and a building on campus. (8) 

14. The Students’ Union’s values are: inclusive, transformative, challenging, 
empowering and what? (3) 

16. The current Students’ Union serves which big brand of cofee? (9) 

20. What was New Wing renamed in 2018? (5,4) 
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ALUMNI
BENEFITS 
YOUR STUDENT DAYS MAY BE OVER, BUT YOU CAN STILL REAP THE 
REWARDS OF HAVING STUDIED WITH US. 

OUR PARTNER BENEFITS 
Inspired by York’s history, York Gin crafts award-winning gin 
from its York-based distillery. Taking inspiration from York’s 
Roman past, infamous outlaws and ghosts, York Gin produces 
internationally recognised gin that’s sure to impress. 

Similarly, York Cocoa House draws on York’s rich confectionary 
history. Using the fnest British ingredients combined with 
ethically and expertly sourced cocoa, York Cocoa House draws on 
the Georgians’ love of chocolate to produce decadent products for 
you to try, buy and love. 

Built in 1699 and inspired by Hampton Court Palace, Middlethorpe 
Hall and Spa is the perfect location for a luxurious getaway on 
the outskirts of York. Set in 20-acre gardens, Middlethorpe 
Hall is famous for its excellent food, boutique spa and luxurious 
rooms.  As part of our alumni community, you can beneft from 
an exclusive discount on your stay, including a full Yorkshire 

Did you know if you study a 
postgraduate degree with us, you’re 
eligible for an automatic 10% fee 
reduction?* 
*Terms and Conditions apply, please see our 
website for more information:  yorksj.ac.uk/alumni/ 
scholarships for alumni/ 

breakfast, use of the spa facilities, secure parking and 
complimentary wif.** 

**This rate is not valid on Fridays and Saturdays, York Race days 
or bank holidays. 

Want to claim these benefts? Enjoy 10% of York Gin, 15% of York 
Cocoa House products, tours, workshops and in their café; and an 
exclusive rate at Middlethorpe Hall by emailing 
alumni@yorksj.ac.uk for details on how to claim. 

You can claim free library membership, alongside our free, 
lifelong Careers support. From writing a covering letter to 
helping you develop a business, email 
careers@yorksj.ac.uk for more information on how we can 
support your career aspirations. 

We can’t give you student discounts, but with our new alumni 
package, we’re confdent that we’ll bring back fond university 
memories and give you the opportunity to make new ones. 
Whether an alum of Ripon College or YSJ, Yorkshire has 
played a part in the lives of all our alumni. From library 
membership to discounts on luxury food and drink, we’re 
proud to ofer a range of exclusive benefts centred around 
York and Yorkshire based business. 

IN-HOUSE BENEFITS: 

As an alum you can claim lifelong benefts based at our 
York campus, regardless of your graduation date. 

Need a room? Book a room on campus through our 
Events team and receive an exclusive 15% discount. Email 
events@yorksj.ac.uk for more information and to make 
a booking. Similarly, enjoy student prices at our on-site 
ftness centre and save £120 a year on membership 
compared to non-alumni. 

A BRAND NEW PARTNERSHIP 
The York St John University Alumni team has agreed with HMCA 
to ofer discounted rates for medical plans, dental plan, hospital 
cash plans, travel plan, income protection and vehicle breakdown 
products. 

The Hospital & Medical Care Association (HMCA) was established 
over 40 years ago and has grown to be one of the most successful 
membership beneft providers in the UK. HMCA membership is 
also one of the most exclusive as our plans are only available to 
the members of trade, professional and membership groups. 

HMCA’s head ofce, Beech Hall, is located in Knaresborough 
in North Yorkshire - an ancient Market and Castle town that is 
recorded in the Doomsday Book. We also have ofces in London 
and Dublin. HMCA is rooted in the community. The company and 
our staf play an active role supporting local community groups 
and events.

 For further information and quotations contact HMCA by 
telephone on 01423 799949 or visit the exclusive HMCA York St 
John Alumni Society website here: https://www.hmca.co.uk/ysjas 

HMCA/S PLC (trading as Hospital and Medical Care Association, HMCA and HMCA Members) 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN:307587). HMCA/s 

PLC is a company registered in England, company number: 01362094, registered ofce: Beech 

Hall, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, HG5 0EA. 

Want more information about claiming your 
alumni benefts, or thinking of ofering our alumni 
community an exciting deal or service? Contact 
alumni@yorksj.ac.uk for more information. 

Please note that due to government regulations and covid-19 
response measures, access to some of the services listed are 
subject to change. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MEMORIES…
YOUR 
THEIR
FUTURE 
York St John and Ripon Leaving even a small gift in your will could 
College were founded transform lives. Whether you want to found a 

scholarship or prize, help us widen access or fund to transform lives. 
Everything we do, from ground-breaking research, you could help create a 

brighter future. You could change a life. teaching to research to 
community work, does If you would like to talk to someone about your just that - but with your plans then please talk to Celia Denton in complete help we could do so confdence at fundraising@yorksj.ac.uk much more. 




