
What are Creative Commons
Licences?

Creative Commons (CC) is a type of
Open Licence dedicated to sharing
knowledge and creativity, globally. It
allows authors to set and control
terms to their work and how it is
used by others.

There are 6 main licences with
different terms and conditions.
They are considered the “most
free” (CC-BY) to the “least free”
(CC-BY-NC-ND)

All of the licences require
Attribution (BY).

CC licences can be placed on
any type of work - however we
recommend using an equivalent
licence for computer software or
hardware.

Each licence and their terms is
explored below, with full information
available on Creative Commons
website.

Why use a Creative Commons
Licence?

CC licences both promote and
protect an author’s creativity,
ensuring attribution in all uses of
an original work, and in some
cases an adapted work.

The licences build confidence
and compliancy of users of a
work, allowing them to
understand what can be done
with material.

CC licences are a requirement of
most Open Access work – in this
context work can be accessed
freely while authors control terms
and retain some (or in some
cases, all) copyright.*

*Some research articles have transfer
agreements with publishers. However
on most occasions authors can
choose a particular Creative
Commons licence.

YSJU Open Access Policy and
Creative Commons Licences

Depending on the publishing
route, authors may be required to
select a Creative Commons
licence for research articles. 

YSJU strongly recommends
selecting the CC-BY or CC-BY-ND
licence for research articles. This
is to ensure eligibility for REF and
to align with Open Access
policies within Higher Education.

If a Creative Commons isn’t
selected, it often defaults to a
licence set by the publisher - it’s
important to be aware of any
licence sections on submission
points.

If you wish to select a different
Creative Commons Attribution
licence, please contact RaY before
proceeding at ray@yorksj.ac.uk.
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As an creator of a work, the CC BY-SA
licence allows your work to:

Be shared by others
Be adapted, remixed and built on by
others
Be created as the original creator in every
use of the work.
The creator controls the licence terms of
any future adaptations.

This licence applies to both commercial
and non-commercial use.

As an creator of a work, the CC BY
licence allows your work to:

Be shared by others
Be adapted, remix and built on by
others
Be credited as the original creator in
every use or adaptation of the work. 

As a user of a CC BY licenced work you
can:

Share and distribute the work
without prior permission.
Adapt and build upon the work as
long as the original creator is
credited. 

Attribution 
CC BY

Attribution ShareAlike 
CC BY-SA

All use or adaptations of a CC BY-SA licensed
work must be credited under identical terms
of the original work. This licence applies to
both commercial and non-commercial use.

As a user of a CC BY-SA licensed work you
can:

Share and distribute the work without prior
permission.
Adapt, revise the work and create new
derivations as long as all derivations are
clearly states (with links to the original)
and licensed under identical licence
terms as the original creation.

Attribution NoDerivs 
CC BY-ND

No Deriviations - any adaptations from a CC
BY-ND work  is for personal use only and
cannot be shared.

The licence applies to both commercial and
non-commercial use.

As an creator of a work, the CC BY-ND
licence allows your work to:

Be shared by others in it’s original form.
Be credited as the original creator in
every use of the work. 

As a user of a CC BY-ND licenced work you can:

Share and distribute the original work
without prior permission.
Adapt and build upon the original work for
personal use only—only the original work
can be shared and the original creation and
its creator is credited.  
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All use or adaptations of work must be
credited under identical terms of the original
work. The licence applies exclusively to non-
commercial use.
 

As an creator of a work, the CC BY-NC-SA
licence allows your work to:

Be shared by others for non-commercial
purposes
Adapted, remix and built on by others for
non-commercial purposes
Control the licence terms of any
adaptations.

 

CC BY-NC licensed works are exclusively
for non-commercial use. 

As an creator of a work, the CC BY-NC
licence allows your work to:

Be shared by others
Adapted, remix and built on by
others for non-commercial purposes.
Be credited as the original creator in
every use or adaptation of the work. 

As a user of a CC BY-NC licenced work
you can:

Share and distribute the work
without prior permission.
Adapt and build upon the work as
long as the original creation and it’s
creator is credited. 
Share, publish and licence new
derivatives under your own terms.

 

Attribution NonCommerical 
CC BY-NC

Attribution NonCommercial
ShareAlike CC BY-NC-SA

As a user of a CC BY-NC-SA licenced work
you can:

Share and distribute the work without prior
permission for non commercial purposes
only.
Adapt, revise the work and create new, non
commercial derivations as long as all
derivations are clearly stated (with links
to the original) and licensed under
identical licence terms as the original
creation.

 

Attribution NonCommercial
NoDerivs CC BY-NC-ND

No Deriviations - any adaptations from a CC
BY-NC-ND work  is for personal use only and
cannot be shared.

Works can be accessed and distributed but
they cannot be changed in anyway. The
licence applies exclusively to non-
commercial use.
 

As an creator of a work, the CC BY-NC-ND
licence allows your work to:

Be shared by others on a non-commercial
basis
 Be credited as the original creator in
every use of the work. 

As a user of a CC BY-NC-ND licenced work
you can:

Share and distribute the work without prior
permission, for non-commercial purposes
only.
 Use the work in it’s original form only.
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