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University Forum for Human Resource Development
Doctoral Symposium
at York St John University, York, UK
17 June 2026 

Call for Submissions
 
We are delighted to announce the call for submissions for the University Forum for Human Resource Development (UFHRD)  Doctoral Symposium, taking place at York St John University, York, United Kingdom, on Wednesday 17th June 2026. Join us to celebrate the 26th conference of the UFHRD, where colleagues will come together to explore, discuss and debate various topics, including the overarching conference theme: 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk152771080]‘Moral duties of HRD in achieving social justice’
 

Doctoral Symposium
There are two opportunities for those attending the doctoral symposium to present.
Research Conversation: You are encouraged to submit a brief overview paper of your research which can be discussed in a small group facilitated by an experienced researcher and academic.
· A brief overview (250-300 words) of your project, it is OK if some aspects are still a work in progress – this is to be expected. 
· 3-6 keywords to assist with streaming into groups
It is hoped all Doctoral Symposium attendees will contribute in this way.

Creative response: You are encouraged to submit a creative response outlining your progress so far, or a particular element of your research or linked to the conference theme.  Your submission will be displayed for the duration of the Conference.
· ‘creative responses’ to visualising your project or as a visual response to the conference theme of ‘Moral duties of HRD in achieving social justice’. This could be a poster, diagram, drawing, image, series of images, or similar. In general, these must be submitted in single-page PDF format. [A3, portrait orientation, board provided, bring your own printed poster].  However, if you would like to discuss a ‘creative response’ idea in more detail, please contact the Doctoral Symposium local lead, Dr Owen Powell: o.powell@yorksj.ac.uk
Doctoral students and Masters level researchers are encouraged to also submit either a working or full paper to the full conference streams.


Contact Details 
 
Further information about the Doctoral Symposium will be available shortly on the conference website, along with regular updates. If you have any further enquiries about the call for submissions, or other general enquiries about the conference, please contact: ufhrd2026@yorksj.ac.uk  
 
We would be grateful if you are also willing to circulate this call for abstracts to colleagues and any other relevant groups and networks. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to York in June 2026! 

Alan Johnston (Chair of UFHRD 2026 Organising Committee, York St John University). 
Steven Cock (Vice-Chair of UFHRD 2026 Organising Committee, York St John University).
Susie Walsh (Vice-Chair of UFHRD 2026 Organising Committee, York St John University).
Owen Powell (Doctoral Symposium Lead, York St John University)
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