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At York St John University we believe that 
international opportunities are extremely 
important to your development as students 
and graduates. We want to help you get 
involved in experiences where you will learn 
new skills and build new relationships in a 
safe and fun way. All of the opportunities that 
we promote in this booklet are provided by 
organisations that we are partnered with and 
trust. In collaboration with these overseas 
organisations, we will support you to take on 
new adventures and fulfil your potential!
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What is a Summer 
Global Opportunity?

THE BENEFITS OF TAKING PART IN A 
SUMMER GLOBAL OPPORTUNITY

• Grow your cultural awareness by engaging 
with individuals from across the world

• Communicate effectively with a range of 
people from diverse cultures

• Build confidence and resilience in 
unfamiliar, but safe and exciting situations

• Make a positive impact on the lives of less 
fortunate individuals

• Develop your career prospects through 
valuable International experiences

• Make life-long memories and connections 
in beautiful locations!

You will find scrolls for each opportunity on the upcoming pages. These are 
suggestions for how each opportunity could link with a specific degree or 

field of study.

Opportunities are open to anyone from any degree!
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WHAT WE DO:

Think Pacific is a UK social enterprise and 
registered Fijian charity, which works with 
local government partners to achieve ethical, 
responsible and sustainable development in 
remote Fijian communities, whilst allowing 
university students to have a safe, structured 
and rewarding experience.

On a one-month or two-month team 
expedition, international volunteers live 
at the heart of a Fijian village, experience 
challenges, teamwork and cultural 
differences and work side-by-side with Fijian 
youths to discuss, explore and implement 
sustainable projects to tackle a range of 
social issues. 

Anyone can complete any expedition although 
some may compliment specific degrees.

Think Pacific  
Volunteering

Projects include:

• Community Development Expedition 

• Youth Empowerment Expedition

• Mental Health Placement 

• Sports Development Expedition

Ideal for psychology and mental health related degrees  
(mental health placement), sports related degrees (sports development 
expedition), language degrees (any), health and social science students 

(community development).

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

THINK PACIFIC – FIJI MENTAL HEALTH PROJECT 2022

An incredible opportunity that I would highly recommend to everyone! I was 
warmly welcomed into a local Fijian household and allowed to experience 
Fijian culture at its more raw moments, in the heart of a traditional village. 
I facilitated workshops on mental health, alongside local mental health 

practitioners, educating and raising awareness of what is such a taboo topic in Fiji. We 
witnessed the locals and ourselves develop an understanding of mental health at a deeper 
level and open up about their experiences, whilst we provided information on services that 
exist in Fiji. This was such an eye-opening experience that I never believed I 
would be capable of doing. I made friends for life, learned new things about 
myself and witnessed with my own eyes the positive change I helped to make.

By Steph Palterman – Psychology Graduate.
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WHAT WE DO:

Challenges Abroad is a social enterprise 
where our decisions are driven by the 
interests of people and our planet, rather 
than profit. We’re a little different to other 
Challenge Partners, as we’ve designed all our 
fundraising challenges alongside our single 
partner charity, The FutureSense Foundation. 
The FutureSense Foundation is a UK 
registered charity that supports community 
development in some of the poorest regions 
of the world.

Programmes run for either 2 or 4 weeks  
in a variety of locations and projects around 
the world.

Challenges  
Abroad

Locations:  
Cambodia, Nepal, Thailand, Peru and 
Tanzania.

Projects:  
Social impact, Creative Arts, Climate 
Action and Health and Wellbeing.

Anyone can complete any expedition 
although some may compliment 
specific degrees. 

Ideal for language and linguistics degrees, creative arts degrees  
and those with a passion for the environment and want to help action 

climate awareness.

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

CHALLENGES ABROAD CASE STUDY

The school was a great experience, it brought many memories from when 
I lived in Chile. The kids were adorable and had a great laugh. Each day we 
would run a workshop focusing on Global warming and environmental impact 
and action. From origami to solving different puzzles and making models of 

different environmental phenomena. 

In the end, we completed two major projects outside of workshop enabling. We completed 
a hanging garden and painted the wall around it, and we also completed a library space that 
was inaccessible prior to our work.

Every Wednesday we had salsa night, where for the first hour the instructor taught the basics 
of salsa and after that, it was free salsa dancing. A really enjoyable time for good 
laughs and bonding time with people in my group and other groups. 

On my one and only free weekend, a group of us decided to go to Machu Picchu.

Andrew Morrison – 1st Year International Relations Student.
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Play Action International are passionate 
about play! Our work gives disadvantaged 
children access to a childhood and support 
their healthy development through the 
language they know best - PLAY!

During either a 2 or 4-week programme 
with us you will join our team to help build a 
playground and run various play workshops 
at one of our partner schools in Uganda. 

Anyone can complete any expedition 
although some may compliment specific 
degrees. 

Play Action  
International

Ideal for Primary education students, performing or visual art-based 
degrees or psychology students with an interest in child development.

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

PLAY ACTION INTERNATIONAL CASE STUDY

I had an amazing time with Play Action International in Uganda and would 
highly recommend anyone who’s interested to do it. I made some great friends 
and some amazing memories; One of my favourites being the playground open 
day and seeing the headteacher go on the swing set, because he 

didn’t get the chance to as a child. Seeing how the lives of the people over there 
are so different to ours was really inspiring and makes me want to do better.

Cerys Adams – 2nd Year International Business Student
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WHAT WE DO:

If you love sport and adventure, you’re in the 
right place. Sporting Opportunities gives you 
the chance to travel the world and combine 
your love of sport at the same time. Coach, 
train, teach and play. You don’t need to be a 
qualified coach. You don’t need to be a pro-
sports star. You just need bags of enthusiasm 
and to be passionate about sport. 

Find yourself immersed in a whole new 
culture through experiences in Africa, The 
Caribbean, Asia or South America. We 
partner with Sporting Opportunities to give 
students the opportunity to volunteer or work 
in St Lucia or Mauritius on sport projects for 
4 weeks in Summer 2023. 

Sporting  
Opportunities

Ideal for students on a sports or education degree programme,  
or those who have a general passion for sport, teaching or working  

with children and young adults.

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES  
CASE STUDY 

My time volunteering with 
Sporting Opportunities 
in Ghana was amazing. 
Everyone was so welcoming, 

and I got to coach with the academy, whilst 
also teaching kids and visiting children in a 
local orphanage. The evenings were filled 
with activities like mini-golf, karaoke, and 
Salsa dancing! Then on the weekends we 
got to visit historical landmarks, climb up 
mountains and go to kayak on a beautiful 
lake. I feel like this opportunity really helped 
me understand more about how other 
people live, but it also helped me develop my 
coaching and communication through the 
work I did with the academy. 

Lewis – Sport Science 
Graduate
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Chung-Ang  
Summer School

This opportunity is ideal for anyone interested in  
Korean Language and Culture.

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

Take part in CAU’s Summer Programme 
where you can take Korean language 
classes, discover Korean culture, and take 
part in cultural trips and experiences. 
Expand your cultural awareness, whilst 
gaining an international perspective on 
education. CAU is located in Seoul, the 
capital city of South Korea, with great 
transport links to other Korean cities.

How long is it? 
4 weeks

When is it? 
June – July

What’s included?
• Programme fee
• Accommodation fee

What additional costs will I have?
• Meals
• Trips

Who can apply?
• Any subject and open to all years, 

excluding final year students (no Korean 
language knowledge is needed, basic 
Korean classes will be available)

What do I need to do?
• Please check our Funding page for more 

information
• Contact GO@yorksj.ac.uk for any 

questions
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Travelteer

Different projects can suit different degrees i.e., textiles and design projects 
could suit art and design and fashion degrees while programmes such as 
Marine and Wildlife Conservation could suit anyone with a love for animals 

and protecting the environment.

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

Travelteer is at the forefront of responsible 
travel and ethical volunteering. We have 
seen first-hand the positive impact that 
volunteering can have on local communities 
and we have created a variety of charitable 
programmes that utilise volunteer skill sets 
to make a real difference. We specialise in 
providing university students with quality 
placements in Sri Lanka, Costa Rica and 
Nepal. You can join us from 2 weeks to 12 
months, at any time of the year. Have an 
adventure of a lifetime alongside other 
University students from all over the country. 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMMES INCLUDE: 

• Marine & Wildlife Conservation 
• English Development 
• Sports Development 
• Textiles & Design
• Mental Health & Medical Electives 
• Community Development

TRAVELTEER REVIEWS

“I have spent 2 months in Sri Lanka and met some of the best people ever! 
I'm not going to give much away. I did the marine & wildlife programme, had 
a blast doing lots of different things. The accommodation, transport, food, 
activities were all very good and enjoyable. I loved everything about it and 
I can't wait to go back and see people again, I've made so many friends it's 
unreal. I was so happy there! Going there definitely made me realise some 
things about myself and what I want in life (especially what environment I'd 
like to live in).”

“My trip to Sri Lanka in April was amazing, I experienced so many new things 
while I was out there that I thought I would never get to do in my life. I got to 
meet so many amazing people that do some amazing work for the wildlife 
and the community.”

“I’ve had such an incredible time touring and volunteering in Nepal! The 
experience was beyond words! Some of the highlights of my trip include 
helping out in the local schools and experiencing traditional Nepalese 
culture when staying in the mountain village!”
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Teach English abroad in Thailand for up  
to 3 months over the Summer. 

How it works

Spend 1 month in-country earning a TEFL 
certificate and then for the next 2 months 
spend your time teaching in a local school 
whilst earning a salary! This opportunity will 
enable you to interact with local people, help 
children to reach their potential, and open 
you up to an array of opportunities in the 
future. In your free time you can immerse 
yourself in Thai culture, explore the country 
and make lifelong memories.

Fancy a summer in the US or Cananda like no 
other? Want to unleash your child at heart, be 
a positive role model and get paid to travel? 
Summer camp may be for you! 

What does it involve?

Summer camp is where children and teens 
from all round the world go in the summer 
holidays to take part in fun activities, try new 
things, make new friends and have fun. You 
will be working at camp for around 9-11 weeks 
where you could be leading camp activities, 
a general counsellor or part of the support 
staff team who keep everything running 
in the background. While at camp you will 
be provided with free accommodation and 
meals as well as a generous pocket money 
allowance. After camp you have a period of 
time you can travel and visit the country with 
your well-earned pocket money you saved 
while at camp.  

TTI  
Recruit

Summer  
Camps

Ideal for those interested in teaching or working with children and exploring 
different cultures. This opportunity can serve as a taster of what teaching 

abroad is like and can open you up to a range of future opportunities.

Ideal for anyone interested in gaining experience with children or anyone 
who has a specific skill they are passionate about to teach children. Skills 
can range from sports and water sports, outdoor adventure to jewellery 

making and photography.

Scan here 
to visit their 
website!

Scan here to 
visit the CCUSA 
website!

Scan here to visit 
the USA Summer 
Camp website!

How do I get involved? 

We partner with a couple or organisations 
who provide camp opportunities such as 
CCUSA and USA Summer Camp.

The individual agencies above offer different 
services, you can find out about what they 
offer on the QR codes below. 
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TURING SCHEME

The Turing Scheme is the UK government’s 
programme to provide funding for international 
opportunities in education and training across the 
world. York St John University have a limited number 
of spaces available for eligible students on projects 
listed below for Summer 2023. Here you can see what 
projects qualify for funding and the student criteria for 
receiving funding.

TURING FUNDED PROJECTS:

• Think Pacific: Fiji – 4-week projects

• Challenges Abroad: Cambodia, Nepal, Thailand, Peru – 4-week projects

• Play Action International: Uganda - 4-week projects

• Sporting Opportunities: St Lucia, Mauritius – 4-week projects

• Chung-Ang University: South Korea – 4-week Summer School

 
Turing Funding

WHO CAN APPLY AND WHAT WILL I GET? 

If your funding application is successful, you will be eligible to receive up 
to £590 for the four-week duration that you are abroad (£147.50 per week). 
Below is a table that shows what you will be able to claim for. Please contact 
GO@yorksj.ac.uk for more information about funding eligibility.

TRAVEL GRANTS:

Country Travel Grant

Cambodia £905
Fiji £1360
Mauritius £905
Nepal £745
Peru £905

Country Travel Grant

Saint Lucia £745
South Korea £905
Thailand £905
Uganda £745

Eligibility Criteria Monthly cost 
of living grant 
(£590)

Eligible to claim 
for travel costs

Eligible to claim 
for exceptional 
costs (e.g. visas)

Eligible to 
claim for SEND 
support

Students with an annual 
household income of 
£25,000 or less

CHECK CHECK CHECK CHECK

Receiving Universal Credit or  
income-related benefits CHECK CHECK CHECK CHECK

Students who have caring 
responsibilities CHECK CHECK CHECK CHECK

Care leavers and students 
who are care experienced CHECK CHECK CHECK CHECK

Estranged students CHECK CHECK CHECK CHECK

Refugees and asylums 
seekers CHECK CHECK CHECK CHECK

None of the above TIMES TIMES TIMES TIMES
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ROADMAP FOR APPLYING FOR FUNDING

Below is a road map to help guide you through the funding application 
process. Please refer to this for more information on what is required to 
receive funding for your opportunity.

 
Turing Funding

Check if you are eligible  
(See page 19)

Research where you can go 
and what you can do

Sign in to LaunchPad Online 
to book an Overseas Advice 

Appointment

Apply to YSJU for funding 
between 21st October and 25th 
November. Application outcome 

will be before Christmas

Apply to partner for a place 
(various application deadlines. 

Please apply early)

Your place will be confirmed 
once you have been accepted 
by both YSJU and the partner 

organisation

Decide on one opportunity to 
apply for

Dual application process.  
You must do both

WHEN AND HOW WILL  
I RECEIVE THE FUNDING?

1. Complete your Grant Agreement

2. Claim for your flights, visas, insurance etc.

3. Receive the first 80% cost of living grant 
one month before departure

4. Upon submission of your feedback form 
you will receive the final 20%

WHAT SUPPORT WILL I HAVE AT YSJ?

Our Global Opportunities Team will be 
available to assist with the following:

• Short-Term Summer Opportunities 
Application

• Information provided on the opportunities 
available

• Offer further information on what Turing 
funding is, if you are eligible and what you 
need to do to apply.

• Assistance with submitting expenses 
forms

• Opportunity to meet in-person or online 
with a member of the team
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It can be daunting to think about the 
amount of money that you may need to 
fundraise for your overseas opportunity. 
Fundraising is a pivotal part in supporting 
overseas organisations to make positive 
change in other communities. It’s 
important to think of fundraising as an 
exciting challenge which will help you to 
develop useful skills that will benefit you 
and others. Here are some tips that you 
may find helpful:

• Break the fundraising target down into 
achievable chunks

• Create a realistic plan for fundraisers 
that will fit to your schedule

• Contact the organisation that you’re 
fundraising for. Most organisations have 
fundraising advisors who can help you 
with planning and ideas.

 
Fundraising

YSJU International  
Volunteering Fund

Common fundraising ideas include:

• Raffles

• Bake sales 

• Crowdfunding

• 100 square bingo

Make the most of your university community! 

• Contact your Students’ Union who can help 
you to organise pub quizzes and events 

• Ask Societies to sponsor you

• Organise bakes sales and activities to take 
place on campus

I raised £1300 for my summer 
opportunity in 2022 through 
crowdfunding, a raffle, and 100 
square bingo. My advice would be 
to get the word out and be proud of 
what you are doing, you 
will be surprised at who is 
willing to support you.

Steph Palterman – 
Psychology Graduate

At York St John University we want to give all 
students the opportunity to have life changing 
experiences through international volunteering 
opportunities. 

It may be that you are wanting to undertake a shorter 2-week 
opportunity, or you don’t meet the personal criteria for Turing 
Funding. The YSJ International Volunteering Fund exists to 
support those who are not eligible for Turing Funding, which 
helps with living costs whilst you are volunteering overseas. 
More information on the YSJ International Volunteering Fund 
will be released in January 2023.
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www.yorksj.ac.uk/careers-and-placements/global-opportunities

  /YorkStJohnUniversity

  @YorkStJohn / @YSJJobsCareers

  YSJJobsCareers

To book an Overseas Advice 
Appointment please visit the 
appointments section on LaunchPad 
Online or book via the reception desk 
in LaunchPad, Holgate


