Venture
Creation
Lab

“I have always found many students to be naturally
entrepreneurially-gifted without them realising it. I
see students display an incredible amount of tenacity
and resiliency to their circumstances, and still have a
willingness to question the status quo and ask, “why
not” or “what if”.
The vision for VCL is to kindle the fre for the
entrepreneurially curious, allowing students to
discover new opportunities they might not have
considered before.
The people we surround ourselves with has such a
huge impact to our success. I invite you to join our
community of entrepreneurs, qualifed coaches,
mentors, founders, innovators, side hustlers, and
everything in-between who want to make an impact.”

The Venture Creation Lab (VCL)
operations under the direction of
David Coronado. David is part of the
senior management team to help launch
the York St John University London
Campus, focusing on supporting
students with their professional
development during their programme.
David has curated a group of leading innovators, disruptors,
and creators to deliver the VCL programme and has
co-created the curriculum alongside Anjali Raj and Tania
Jain. David oversees the operational management of
the programme, collaborating with venture capital frms
throughout London and manages the endorsement process
for students looking to continue their entrepreneurial
endeavours under a sponsored UK Start-Up Visa.
With over 10 years of experience working in higher education
in the US and UK, David has developed opportunities and
links between students and industry partners within the
fashion, luxury, fnance and technology industries.

David Coronado
Head of Partnerships and Placements
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The Programme
Our Venture Creation Lab (VCL) programme is our startup and leadership accelerator programme developed and
delivered by entrepreneurs and industry professionals. The
VCL programme was launched in 2020 with the vision to
become a hub through which impactful social innovation
can fourish.
During the VCL programme, students will have a blended
learning experience of both online and classroom sessions.
You can expect online discussions, case studies, interactive
workshops, tutorials and an in-depth review of the London
start-up ecosystem. The aim is to identify current issues
business and communities are facing and create new
innovative solutions.
VCL will also serve as a leadership development
programme, further advancing skills and knowledge
including efective communication, infuencing, negotiation,
change management, accountability and coaching. So
even if students don’t have the goal of launching their own
company, the VCL programme will still advance their career
and help evidence their abilities to future employers.
Whether you are looking to start your company or develop
your entrepreneurial mindset, the VCL programme will
equip you with the right tools and knowledge for success.

4

5

Industry Led and Delivered
It’s our VCL tutors who really drive the impact and success of
the programme. Our tutors range from founders, entrepreneurs,
certifed coaches, business advisors and mentors, fooding
the programme with years of experience, specialised industry
knowledge and a strong understanding of the start-up ecosystem.
Meet the tutors behind the programme!

Tania Jain
Senior Venture Creation Lab Tutor
Tania completed her PhD in Management Studies at the
University of Oxford in 2019. Since then, she has held
academic positions at various Russell Group universities,
including the London School of Economics and the
University of Liverpool. Her main areas of interest are
entrepreneurship, leadership, organisational change, and
international business. She has taught widely across UG,
PG, MBA, and PhD programmes, and her background has
provided her with an excellent means to support students
in their business ventures. Tania now leads on the delivery
of the VCL programme and manages the VCL Studio.
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Richard Cristina
Venture Creation Lab Tutor and Founder
Richard has been a strategic advisor and mentor for
start-ups for the past 10 years. He has been a part of a
founding team that launched a consumer goods company
in Australia with a successful exit. This saw him move to the
UK to pursue helping that same company expand into new
markets. He has since launched a similar business in the
Emirates, for which he currently sits on the board, steering
the company strategically. He completed his postgraduate
studies in Business at Ballarat University, Australia. Richard
also runs the London Chapter for the Founder Institute,
the world’s largest start up accelerator, where here he has
graduated over 80 companies of whom many have started
to raise funds and grow. He also formally advises several
tech start-ups in the UK.

Lola Owolabi
Venture Creation Lab Tutor and Founder
Lola is a leadership coach and social entrepreneur
with over 20 years of experience. She completed her
studies at Warwick University and has since founded
several organisations which promote social impact and
female empowerment. These include Ebony Business
Network, which encourages and advises fedging women
entrepreneurs and Proud To Be Me, a community project
aimed at boosting the self-esteem of young female
teenagers. Lola is the Personal Development Director for
GWIIN (Global Women Inventors and Innovators Network)
and has been on the board of Trustees of Wandsworth
Women’s Aid. She has a passion for entrepreneurship and
specialises in business consultancy, motivational speaking,
bid writing and building confdence.

Julius Ibrahim

Venture Creation Lab
Tutor and Entrepreneur
Julius joined the VCL programme in 2020 and has
been supporting students on their path exploring social
enterprise. When Julius moved to London at age 21, he was
shocked at the number of homeless people he saw and
become passionate about fnding a solution.
Second Shot is all about ‘bringing people together by
tackling homelessness one espresso at a time’. The cofee
shop on Bethnal Green Road founded by Julius Ibrahim,
employs people afected by homelessness, helping them
with training and moving further on the workplace as well
as running a pay-it-forward system, so you can pre-pay
for an extra drink or snack when you buy your own
brew, ensuring that someone on the street can get
something to eat or drink for free. What’s great about
Second Shot is that people can contribute toward
something more, just through buying their daily
cofee. But more than that, they’ll be receiving
some of the best cofee London has to ofer,
made by individuals who not too
long ago were homeless.
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Anjali Raj
Westwood

Morton Patterson
Venture Creation Lab Tutor and Founder
Morton has been working in business strategy for over 20
years. He is the founder of Morton Patterson Consulting,
where he works with clients to develop and implement
successful business strategies. He also works as an
Executive Coach and NLP practitioner. Morton pioneered
the “Know Your Value Methodology,” which helps
businesses in professional services to implement value
pricing in their frm. He has worked with the Canary Wharf
Group, Grant Thornton, GLE, and East London Business.
He is also a blogger for The Good Coach, an independent
platform for coaching practitioners and hosts his own
podcast, Unleash Your Value. Morton will be publishing his
frst book on personal and business value in late 2022.

Anjali is a lecturer, researcher,
entrepreneur, and birth worker.
Alongside the VCL programme,
she also teaches on Healthcare
Management and Entrepreneurship
modules. The promotion of
employability and entrepreneurship
skills are embedded in all areas of her
teaching.

Jenny Franis
Venture Creation Lab Tutor
Jenny is a strategic business leader with over 20 years of
international cross-sector experience. She has studied
at London Business School, Cranfeld & Babson College,
and the University of Cambridge. Her areas of expertise
include strategic auditing, business plan development,
sales assessment, and business coaching and mentoring.
She has worked with high profle companies such as IBM,
PwC, and Oracle Corporation to overcome challenges,
maximise proft, reduce cost and lead and support key
transformational change. In addition to tutoring on the VCL
programme, Jenny ofers a personal mentoring service
to YSJ London students to support their entrepreneurial
projects to success.

She has a PhD in Health Sciences
from Warwick Medical School and
is the co-founder of Maternia Care,
a start-up improving the lives of
new mothers. Her aim to is improve
mother and baby health outcomes
through education, empowerment,
and support. Anjali enjoys lending her
expertise to supporting students on
their own business ventures and she
has successfully mentored several
student start-up companies.
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Start-Up Visa
Endorsement
York St John University is proud to be an
endorsing body for students interested in
the Start-Up Visa scheme. Through the
Venture Creation Lab programme, students
will have a direct pathway for endorsement
after the programme.
The programme will ensure students meet the requirements
for endorsement with a credible business. The London
LaunchPad Ofce will carry out the assessments and provide
support to students during the process. Once the student
has been issued with a Start-Up Visa, they will have access
to our Incubation Centre where they can take advantage of
complementary work space and free workshops and mentors
to help scale up their business.
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iMago
Admire Kurman graduated from the
VCL programme in 2021 and was
the frst student to be endorsed
on the Start-Up Visa Scheme and
is now based in our new London
Incubator Centre located in our new
East London Campus. Through the
VCL programme, Admire launched
iMago. iMago is a paint by numbers
concept that aims to enhance an
understanding and appreciation of
pictorial art including key genres,
prominent artists and leading
museums and galleries.

13

The VCL Studio
Our brand-new studio space is
meant to serve as a hub for creativity,
collaboration and inspiration, with
exceptional workspaces and views from
the 6th foor.
The VCL Studio is part of a wider community of innovators
and makers, including world leading tech companies,
creative start-ups and media productions agencies. The
environment fosters connectivity among its residence, a
true place for change to start!
Applying for the Venture Creation Lab
If you are interested in applying for the VCL programme, we
encourage you to attend one of your informational sessions
throughout the year.
Once you have decided which pathway if right for you, you
can submit your VCL application for consideration.
Availability for the programme is limited, so get your
application in early!
1.

Attend an informational session

2.

Submit your VCL application to Tania Jain –
t.jain@yorksj.ac.uk

3.

Start your journey!
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Contact Details
David Coronado III
Head of Partnerships and Placements
d.coronado@yorksj.ac.uk
Tania Jain
Senior Venture Creation Lab Tutor
d.coronado@yorksj.ac.uk
Yasmin Salhotra
Career Advisor
y.salhotra@yorksj.ac.uk

Venture Creation Lab Studio
Import Building,
2 Clove Crescent,
London, E14 2BE

