YSJ Values in Validation Events – Exemplar

One approach programme teams might use to fill in the YSJ Values box in the Design Narrative is using subheadings, with a response given to some of the prompt questions (or other relevant prompts that the programme team have come up with themselves) from the YSJ Values Statement. For example:

· Inclusive Higher Education Framework (IHEF) and equality of opportunity

We have engaged with the IHEF Programme Team checklists to design an inclusive curriculum. This has included designing for difference, ensuring that the diverse experiences and backgrounds of our students are taken into account (give examples) and engaging with students as partners in designing the curriculum (give examples). We use a range of assessments to appeal to all learners, all of which are tied explicitly to the programme learning outcomes (give examples).

· Decolonisation and anti-racism

In designing the programme, we have engaged with the YSJ’s decolonisation resources, and particularly the ‘Decolonisation Questions and Prompts’ document, considering in particular the underlying assumptions of the discipline and designing the programme to encourage critical engagement with Western theories and epistemologies, in conversation with wider traditions and approaches in the subject area. At each level in the programme, dominant Western traditions are considered among the wider histories and geographies of the subject to give a broad picture of Discipline X (give examples).

· Ecological justice

Ecological justice is central to the curriculum in Discipline Y. It is considered explicitly at Level 4 in Module A, and revisited and developed at Level 5 in Modules B and C. At Level 6, students can choose to focus on ecological justice-related themes as part of the capstone project.

· Wellbeing and mental health

We have used the Curriculum and Belonging checklists in the IHEF to audit the programme for considerations related to wellbeing and mental health. For example, we use assessed group work at Level 4 to foster a sense of community and develop relationships between students. At Level 5, we offer module optionality, sensitive to students’ preferences and lived experiences, while retaining important programme content across these options that meets the programme learning outcomes. 

Throughout the programme, our documentation consistently signposts to support services at YSJ that can help with wellbeing and mental health concerns that go beyond the curriculum. These are reiterated especially where the curriculum handles sensitive content (give example).


While this exemplar is a useful starting point, the aim is to gather examples of best practice from validation events over the next year, which can then be shared with teams going through validation.

