[image: C:\Users\a.baker\Downloads\logo-new.png]

Professional Doctorate Framework
Scope 
1. This Framework sets out the design principles for Professional Doctorates that have been designated as research programmes at York St John University.[footnoteRef:1]  [1: Professional Doctorates may or may not be a research degree depending on whether the taught component is larger than the research component. ] 

2. The Framework should be read in conjunction with the University’s regulations for Taught Postgraduate Awards, Research Degree Awards, and Professional Doctorate Awards.
In writing the Framework, we have considered the Office for Students definition of Postgraduate Research:
Postgraduate research students are those whose qualification aim is a research based higher degree. This is a postgraduate programme comprising a research component (including a requirement to produce original work) which is larger in terms of student effort than any accompanying taught component.
And the QAA’s Characteristic Statement: Doctoral Degree as paramount when designing a Professional Doctorate: 
Professional and practice-based doctorates usually contain taught elements with significant lecture and seminar content, but final award of the doctorate is based on a supervised research project, projects or portfolio. 
Programme Structure – Stage One – taught modules 
1. 3 x 60 credit modules at level 8 that relate to professional practice and research.
2. As per the Academic Framework, 60 credits should equate to 600 hours of study.
3. For each of these modules, an assessment load of 10,000 words or equivalent is expected.
4. In exceptional circumstances (e.g., to meet the needs of PSRBs or funding bodies) some optionality will be permitted within the taught modules. However, all modules must be 60 credits and address issues associated with professional practice and research. 
5. All assessments will be graded.
6. These modules will be “must pass” and non-compensable, in order to ensure that students are able to undertake research and practice independently, safely and ethically. 
7. All taught modules must be passed before a student can apply for Transfer.
8. At this stage, regulations for taught postgraduate awards set out the processes to be followed.
Programme structure – Stage Two – thesis
1. Progression to Stage Two will be determined by a Transfer Panel set up under the Research Degree Regulations who will assess individual research proposals.
2. 1 x 360 credit 50,000-word (maximum) Thesis (production of original work).  
3. At this stage, regulations for doctoral degrees set out the processes to be followed.
Programme structure – further notes
Within the programme and module specifications, colleagues should consider and note:
1. Award of a Professional Doctorate will be determined by a viva examination according to the Research Degree regulations 
2. The Postgraduate Certificate will be awarded to students who exit with at least 60 credits from taught modules 
3. The Postgraduate Diploma will be awarded to students who exit with at least 120 credits from taught modules 
4. The MSc/MA will be awarded to students who exit with at least 180 credits from taught modules 
5. The Master of Philosophy may be awarded at the discretion of examiners for those students who complete a thesis but are not awarded a Professional Doctorate
6. PLOs should make explicit reference to the production of novel and independent research
7. There should be a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 10 PLOs
8. Programmes should be designed to ensure that all groups of learners have an equal opportunity to succeed.  Please reference the YSJ Inclusive Education Framework.
9. All taught modules will be exempt from anonymous marking. 
Governance
1. Validation of new programmes will take place at Research Degrees Committee
2. Research Degrees Committee will review and approve amendments to Professional Doctorate programmes
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