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York St John University
Research Ethics and Integrity – Guidance on policy

Researchers are expected to re-review their project after 6-12 months, to incorporate any amendments which may have occurred during the project.

Human Participants
Research involving human participants or data relating to humans would require ethical review.
Animals
All research involving animals, including behavioural studies, would require ethical review.
Research involving the NHS
Research involving the NHS requires ethical review via the Health Research Authority (HRA). You can apply for ethical approval via the Integrated Research Application System (IRAS). Once completed, this should be then uploaded to Ethics Monitor and a request for a check on insurance sought from the Research Office.
Systematic Reviews/Literature Reviews
Systematic reviews, literature reviews and similar types of research which focus on secondary data if they are synthesising and analysing research and data that is already published and does not include new data collection from human participants. In these cases, ethical self-review would be sufficient.
Systematic reviews (or similar methods) where the review includes accessing unpublished data, restricted data, data that might be considered confidential, or data that includes identifiable information would require ethical review.
Patient and Public Involvement/Engagement
HRA/NIHR are clear that PPI is not research and therefore does not generally require REC review. Occasions where PPI activities carry heightened risks, such as when dealing with sensitive topics or vulnerable groups, would require ethical review.
This approach is also consistent with the UK Standards for Public Involvement, which emphasise conducting involvement ethically and with appropriate governance, but do not frame PPI as requiring formal ethical review processes.
- PPI (no ethics review required)
- PPI that may require proportionate internal review/risk assessment
- Activities that cross the line into research and therefore do require ethical approval
Where members of the public are actively involved in generating data or knowledge, such activities would fall within the definition of research and therefore require ethical review.
Practice-based research
Practice-based research is not exempt from ethical review. Although this type of research is embedded within professional practice, it may still involve human participants, personal data, or include impact on individuals, communities, or professional relationships. Ethical review ensures that issues such as informed consent, confidentiality, potential harm, and conflicts of interest are appropriately considered, safeguarding participants and maintaining the integrity and accountability of the research. It is strongly recommended that advice is sought regarding the need for ethical approval for practice-based research before proceeding with the work and confirmation that ethical approval is not required is sought from the Chair of the School’s Ethics Committee and recorded.
Autoethnography
Autoethnography considerations should balance personal narrative with the protection of the researcher themselves and any others involved (e.g., family or colleagues). The researcher must still consider informed consent of anyone involved, consider anonymising any participants, and consider the risk of harm to themselves and others. Please seek further advice from your SREC if you have any doubts. 
https://www.theasa.org/ethics/ethnav/three 
Consultancy
Consultancy based on existing knowledge which aims to address specific problems and that would not normally be expected to generate new knowledge would not need ethical review.
Audits and Service Evaluations
Audits or service evaluations which inform the delivery of existing services or policies would not need ethical review.
Service evaluations which involve interviews with human participants would require ethical review.
Sensitive Topics/Material
If you are dealing with sensitive, illegal, offensive topics you should seek the advice of the SREC. These may require ethical review.
Sensitive topics may include terrorism, radicalisation, illegal material, abuse or pornography.
Human Tissue
Human tissue research where the research matter would not be considered relevant material, as defined by the Human Tissue Authority, particularly that ‘cells that are divided or created outside the human body’ and that would not need a tissue licence would not require ethical review.
Removing, storing and using human tissue from living or deceased persons would require ethical review.

Research Outside the UK
Have you considered the legal and ethical consideration of data being collected outside the UK?
If you are collecting personal or special category data from a country outside the UK and EU, it’s important to check guidance provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office to ensure that all legal requirements are applied: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/international-transfers/a-guide-to-international-transfers/ . Further information about collecting personal and special category data can be found here: https://staffroom.yorksj.ac.uk/Home/Index/294ca1a8-adc1-454c-a194-b6cafe02c768 . For any related queries, please contact the University’s Governance and Compliance team via gov.compliance@yorksj.ac.uk.
Insurance
Have you checked your insurance status with the Research Office and conducted a travel risk assessment?
YSJ Travel Risk Assessment on the intranet.
https://www.npsa.gov.uk/specialised-guidance/trusted-research/trusted-research-countries-and-conferences 
https://www.ukri.org/councils/esrc/guidance-for-applicants/research-ethics-guidance/international-research/ 

Useful Links
Concordat to Support Research Integrity
UKRIO Code of Practice for Research
BERA Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (2024)
BPS Code of Ethics and Conduct
Process for research ethics approval
Working with the NHS
Resources and downloads (templates for PIS/consent; list of independent chairs)
Research Misconduct Policy and Procedure
Student Complaints Policy and Procedure
Grievance Policy & Procedure
University Records Retention Schedule
Data Protection Policy and related guidance
Current committee chairs are listed on the Research Ethics and Integrity webpage.
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