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York St John University
Research Ethics Self-Review Form

This Research Ethics Self-Review Form must be completed by the Principal Investigator, Student Researcher, or Visiting Fellow before commencing any research activity.

The purpose of this form is to help determine whether a full ethics review is required and to demonstrate that ethical issues have been considered in accordance with York St John University (YSJ) Research Ethics Policy.

Section 1: Project Details
	Project Title:

	

	Researcher Name:

	

	Supervisor (if applicable):

	

	School
	

	Date of submission
	

	Start date
	

	End date
	



Section 2: Research Involving the National Health Service (NHS) or Social Care
Does the research involve NHS patients or staff, their tissue/materials or data, or NHS facilities?
Yes / No

If you have answered Yes you will require ethics approval via the Health Research Authority (HRA):
https://www.hra.nhs.uk/ 

The form generated from the HRA (IRAS) must be uploaded to YSJ Ethics Monitor for approval.

Section 3: Research Regulated by the Human Tissue Act (2004)
Does your research constitute a scheduled purpose under the Human Tissue Act (2004)?
Yes / No

If you have answered Yes you will require ethical review.

Section 4: Research Involving Data
Does your project include personal data (i.e. data that could identify living individuals)?

(Please refer to the ICO definition of ‘personal data’ https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/personal-information-what-is-it/what-is-personal-data/what-is-personal-data/ )

Yes / No

If Yes, are the data:

· a. Anonymised
· b. Pseudonymised
· c. Identifiable
(more than one option may apply)
A / B / C

If you have answered yes to b or c you may require ethical review.

Will York St John University be acting as:

a. Data Controller?
Yes / No
b.  Data Processor?
Yes / No

A data controller decides the why and how of data processing, holding primary legal responsibility for compliance. A data processor handles the data strictly on behalf of the controller, executing technical operations like storage or cloud hosting without deciding the fundamental purpose of the data.

Has the need for a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) been considered or completed?

(A DPIA is legally required in certain circumstances under UK GDPR.)

Yes / No

Where will data be accessed and stored:

· a. At York St John University on the secure onedrive;
· b. Elsewhere (please specify where, why and how it will be secured. If outside the UK please specify).
If you have answered b and you are collecting personal or special category data from a country outside the UK and EU, it’s important to check guidance provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office to ensure that all legal requirements are applied: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/international-transfers/a-guide-to-international-transfers/ . Further information about collecting personal and special category data can be found here: https://staffroom.yorksj.ac.uk/Home/Index/294ca1a8-adc1-454c-a194-b6cafe02c768 . For any related queries, please contact the University’s Governance and Compliance team via gov.compliance@yorksj.ac.uk.


Section 5: Research Involving Animals
Does the research involve the use of animals, including behavioural studies?
Yes/No

All research involving animals requires ethical review.


Section 6: Other Ethical Considerations
Please indicate Yes or No to the following:

a. Will the research involve humans as participants, with or without their knowledge or consent, at any stage?
Yes / No

b. Could the research expose participants to physical, psychological, social, or emotional harm or distress?
Yes / No

c. Could the research expose researchers to physical, psychological, social, or emotional harm or distress??
Yes / No

d. Will you have access to personal, sensitive, confidential, or commercially sensitive information that is not already governed by an existing confidentiality agreement?
Yes / No

e. Does the research present a significant risk to the environment? 

f. Does the research present a significant risk to the environment or wider society?
Yes / No

g. Are there any other ethical issues that may require review by a Research Ethics Committee?
Yes / No

If you have answered Yes to any of the questions in section 6 parts a-g, you must consult your supervisor or School Research Ethics Committee to determine whether an ethical review is required.

Section 7: Declaration
By completing and submitting this Research Ethics Self-Review Form, I confirm that:
· I have answered all questions honestly and to the best of my knowledge and understand that I am responsible for the accuracy of the information provided.
· I will conduct the research in accordance with accepted ethical principles and York St John University policies and procedures.
· I will notify my School, Institute, or Research Ethics Committee of any significant changes to the research that may affect ethical considerations.
· I agree to uphold the principles of the UK Research Integrity Office’s Code of Practice for Research and the YSJ Research Ethics Policy.
· I will re-review the project after 6-12 months to incorporate any amendments which may have occurred during the project.

Researcher Declaration
Name:
Signature:
Date:

Supervisor Declaration (if applicable)
Name:
Signature:
Date:
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